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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE COVENTRY CATHEDRAL authorities have decided 
to make direct application to the Minister of Works for a 
building licence. p. 370 


BRECONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL have appointed Mr. 
T. J. Williams, LRIBA, as County Architect. D. SFz 


THE SOCIETY for the Protection of Ancient Buildings propose 
to award a further Lethaby Scholarship. p. 372 


A CASE for building simple houses around social ‘‘ Centrums’’ 
for unhoused and unhousable people is put forward by Mrs. 
Clare Spurgin, #P, in an article on p. 373 


IT MAY BE true that to-day there are no rich individuals who 
can be patrons of the arts, but there are rich companies, wealthy 
companies and powerful corporations, and they can be our 
present or future patrons of the arts, said Field Marshall Earl 
Alexander, when he proposed the toast of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects at their dinner at Grosvenor House, London, 
last week. p. 374 


THE RE-ALLOCATED DUTIES of the LCC’s recently 
appointed Director of Housing are now outlined. p. 386 


THE MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LOCAL GOVERN- 
MENT has allowed an appeal against a decision of the City 
of London Corporation not to allow the erection of a block of 
offices on a war-damaged site at Brewers’ Quay, Lower Thames- 
street. It is understood to be the first time that the City of 
London Development Plan has been upset on appeal. p. 392 

A WARNING that the building industry should avoid com- 
placency and should compare production figures with pre-war 
levels has been given by Mr. George Grosvenor. p. 395 

A MODIFIED SCHEME for the construction of a Forth road 
bridge, cutting the cost Ly more than £34m., has been approved 
by the Forth Road Bridge Foint Board. p. 403 


TOO MANY CONTROLS ? 


FoR many years the building industry has accepted, as 

desirable in the public interest, the control of building 
under by-laws and similar legislation. Clearly, it is right 
that this control should continue, but since the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, came into force there has been 
some overlapping between by-law and planning control. 
Among the many matters which can be dealt with by by-laws 
are the space about buildings and the height of buildings, and 
the powers as to space about buildings are supplemented by 
the law relating to building and improvement lines as found 
in such statutes as the Public Health (Buildings in Streets) 
Act, the Roads Improvement Act, and the 1925 Public Health 
Act. As part of the general scheme of by-law control, there 
are also such provisions as section 17 of the Restriction of 
Ribbon Development Act (which enables the local authority 
to lay down conditions as to entrance and egress from certain 
classes of buildings) and section 55 of the Public Health Act, 
1936, which deals with access to buildings for the removal of 
refuse, etc. 

All these are, in a sense, “ planning ’’ matters, and there 
is an obvious contrast between them and the other matters 
dealt with under by-law control such as the construction of 
buildings, sanitation and internal fittings. The provisions 
of the by-laws as to space about buildings, width of streets, 
etc., were indeed the precursors of planning control in this 
country, and although some of the results have been con- 
sidered monotonous in appearance, these early forms of 
planning did greatly improve conditions in many of our towns. 
But these are matters which can now be dealt with under the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, and there seems to be 
the possibility of wasteful overlapping. 

A simple illustration will suffice to show how complicated— 
even fantastic—the present patchwork of controls has become. 
‘* A” wishes to build a garage, with perhaps a room over it, 
in the curtilage of his dwelling-houses. Subject to a number 
of conditions laid down in the T and CP General Develop- 
ment Order, he can do this without applying for permission 
under the 1947 Act; if his proposal infringes any of these 
conditions he can apply for express permission to the planning 
authority, and if that permission be refused, he can appeal 
to the Minister of Housing and Local Government. Even 
when he has satisfied the requirements of planning (either by 
obtaining express permission or by complying with the 
General Development Order) ‘‘ A” will still have to apply to 
the district council for by-law permission. If his garage 
projects in front of the houses on either side, the council can 
refuse permission under the Public Health (Buildings in 
Streets) Act ; if they do refuse permission, “A” can appeal 
to Quarter Sessions—a process which, unless he appears in 
person, will require the services of both solicitor and counsel. 
The district council may also object to the proposed garage 
on the ground that it would interfere with access for the 
removal of refuse or that it would infringe the by-laws as to 
space about buildings. There is no appeal against a refusal 
by the council to consent to alternative arrangements for 
access for the removal of refuse. If the council contend that 
the proposed garage infringes the by-laws as to space, “ A” 
can appeal to the local magistrates if he thinks that the council 
are mistaken. If he thinks that the by-laws as to space are 
unreasonable in the circumstances, he can ask the council 
to relax the by-law, but this will require the consent of the 
Minister, and the council may refuse to approach the Minister 
for this purpose. ““A” might, in these circumstances, 
approach the Minister himself, but (even if he were willing 
to act) the Minister could not formally direct the council to 
modify the by-law without first holding a public local inquiry. 
Alternatively, ‘‘ A” could request the Minister to make a 
special development order under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, suspending the requirements as to either access 
or space; here again, the Minister might not be willing to 
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act and, even if he were willing, he might (according to 
circumstances) have to lay the necessary order before Parlia- 
ment. It is obvious that, unless “ A” were an exceptionally 
determined person, he would have given up long ago. 

The Town and Country Planning Act recognises that this 
overlapping does exist, since it vests in the Minister the 
power to make both general and special development orders 
suspending the controls under other legislation. But, nearly 
six years after the Act came into force, nothing has been done. 
It is perhaps of little consequence whether these matters are 
controlled under planning or by-law powers, but something 
should be done to rationalise the controls and to reduce the 
number of separate applications and appeals which the de- 
veloper may be forced to make. 


THE IOB’S REPLY 


WE printed in our last issue a letter from the President of 

the Institute of Builders. Some two years ago, when 
leading articles and letters critical of the Institute appeared, 
the Institute chose to let them go by default. This time it 
acknowledges the fact that comment and criticism have been 
made, though apparently it does not propose to reply to them. 
This, though one step in advance to enlightenment, is simply 
not good enough, and it is difficult to see what the President 
of the Institute of Builders hopes to have achieved by his 
letter. It ignores all the criticisms of the past six weeks 
and enumerates in highly formal language certain broad 
principles which are probably quite unexceptionable. But the 
criticism remains ; as one critic put it, “ the Institute is not 
carrying out the job for which it was created,” and it is merely 
burking the issue for the President to “ call attention to a 
few points of the Institute’s policy and practice.” The point 
is endorsed in our correspondence columns this week by Mr. 
J. W. Laing. 


Six questions on which enlightenment was sought by the 
building industry were asked in these columns so long ago 
as February 1, 1952. ‘Those questions, which have remained 
unanswered yet have an equal pertinence to-day, are : 


(1) Does the Institute publish the precise preliminary educational 
qualifications required of a candidate who sits its examinations, or 
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can the head of a school or department of building readily obtain 
this information to pass on to students who may wish to sit the 
examinations ? 


(2) Does the Institute extend official recognition to the ordinary 
and higher National Certificate Schemes for Building (in the 
establishment of which it played a leading part) and why is it not 
now taking part in the administration of these schemes ? 


(3) Has it been the practice of the Institute to include in its 
Council educationists interested in building as well as builders 
interested in education ? 


(4) The Institute is entitled to a seat on the Regional Advisory 
Council for Higher Technological Education (Building Industries 
Committee). Does it take advantage of this ? 


(5) Does the Institute take all possible effective steps to make 
its existence known to the public or even to the building industry ? 
How many people outside the industry could say what the letters 
FIOB or AIOB represent ? 


(6) Has the Institute played its proper part in post-war building 
developments, e.g., has it been fully represented on the post-war 
bodies of Practice Committees ? 

To these points, which in default of an Institute statement 
we must assume are still valid, the recent correspondence 
adds others. Chief among them are complaints of an arbi- 
trary attitude in the method of selection of candidates ; of 
a constitution which denies to Associates and Licentiates (who 
together form over 60 per cent. of the membership) any voice 
in the conduct of the Institute ; of lack of liaison with the 
National Federation ; and last, but surely of high importance 
to an educational body, widespread complaint of lack of 
consideration and courtesy in conducting correspondence. 

The letters which immediately followed the President’s 
letter last week, to say nothing of those, which preceded it, 
make nonsense of the Institute’s pious platitudes. In fact, 
his letter will merely exasperate the critics ; what they want, 
and what the building industry as a whole must have, is a 
reasoned reply to criticism, and where it is justified genuine 
and immediate measures to remove the causes of it. 

By this time the Institute will presumably have discussed 
the matter in council. We hope that we may now have a 
considered statement in reply to the specific criticism of our 
various correspondents. Without that it is unlikely that the 
Institute will be able to depend on a new supply of “ dis- 
tinguished men ”’ to follow those that have gone before. 





NOTES & NEWS 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 
i ioe rapprochement between Coventry 


Cathedral reconstruction committee 
and the City Council which had been 
hoped for has, it seems, not come about, 
and the Cathedral authorities decided on 
Monday to make direct application to the 
Minister of Works for a building licence. 
We hope that success may attend their 
approach. If there is merit in either of 
the two points of objection—one, that the 
erection of the Cathedral at the present 
time will draw off labour and materials 
from housing, hospitals and schools ; two, 
that the need for further ecclesiastical 
building in the diocese is for parish 
churches rather than for a Cathedral— 
then they should have been raised by the 
Council before this. Both points were, in 
effectg answered positively by the Bishop of 
Coventry in his broadcast on Tuesday 
night. "The Cathedral will not use a 
single brick, and about twenty stone- 
masons only will be employed. Unskilled 
labour used will be of the type normally 
engaged on public works contracting. 

As to the propriety of erecting a 
Diocesan headquarters at all, that is 
undoubtedly a matter for churchmen and 
for the Diocese and not for the City 


THE NEW SERJEANTS’ INN. 


Union Insurance Societies. c 
some of the architectural style of the Palladian ‘‘ Amicable Society’s House”? which 
stood there from 1792 until it was destroyed by enemy action on May 10, 1941. The 
architects are Messrs. Devereux and Davies, with Sir Hubert Worthington, ARA, 





This perspective shows the building to be 
erected on the blitzed site in Serjeants’ Inn off Fleet-street, London, by the Norwich 


The east wing (on the right of the drawing) perpetuates 


acting as consultant architect. 
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Council or its Labour leader, Councillor 
Stringer, as such. In fact, the money 
which is available is partly war damage 
funds and partly subscriptions specially 
collected for the definite purpose of 
erecting a new Cathedral, and as such is 
not transferable. These points will no 
doubt be in the mind of Sir David Eccles 
when he considers the application. 


THE RIBA DINNER 


Tue RIBA DINNER last Friday, regarded 
as a social occasion, must be accounted 
a brilliant success. Over 600 members 
and guests enjoyed an excellent dinner 
and four speeches in which the laymen, 
though good indeed, were for once out- 
shone by the architects, in the form of a 
President and Sir Hugh Casson. In 
terms of the wine list, Earl Alexander of 
Tunis proposed the health of the RIBA in 
a fine dry Amontillado, Mr. Howard 
Robertson’s response recalling a vintage 
Nuits St. George, robust in character and 
perfumed with wit. Then came. the 
champagne of Sir Hugh, bubbling and 
sparkling with vitality—a speech pro- 
posing the Guests that was exhilarating 
in the extreme and, like a good wine, 
leaving never a headache behind. Lastly, 
Lord Asquith of Bishopstone responded in 
a speech delicate as a Moselle of quality. 
If those knowledgeable about wine protest 
that the last ideally should have come 
earlier in the feast, we shall not disagree. 

Two further points may be made. The 
first is that there can surely be little use 
in further pressing for the dinner to be 
held at headquarters. "The RIBA building 
is neither large enough nor properly 
equipped for a banquet for such numbers 
as would wish to attend, though all are 
regretful that this should be. ‘The other 
is that the Institute are wasting the time of 
busy reporters and are themselves losing a 
rare Opportunity in so studiously avoiding 
the making of a public pronouncement 
at the dinner on some subject of public 
interest. What that pronouncement 
should have been is a matter for the 
RIBA public relations committee, but two 
subjects immediately occur—the City and 
British plumbing. The latter point indeed 
was raised by Earl Alexander, and Sir 
Hugh during his speech threw a glancing 
dart at it in an aside to Mr. Marples. 
Had the point been taken seriously by 
either of the RIBA speakers not only 
might it have hastened the day of by-law 
reform but would have made the front 
page of every national newspaper. As it 
Was, we have seen no reference in any 
invited daily paper to the RIBA or the 
banquet. But perhaps this is regarded as 
being of no importance ! 


THE CRAFTS CENTRE 


_ Tue Crarts CENTRE continues its 
invaluable service as a ‘“‘ showmarket ”’ for 
the artist-craftsmen. 'This service works 
both ways: with the advance (yet to be 
consolidated) of well-designed but mass- 
produced things, the need increases rather 
than otherwise to relate the standards 
they represent to their traditional roots 
in the superb craftsmanship and materials 
Which they must replace for the majority 
of us. This particularly applies to the 

craft-based ’’ industries, such as the 
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AUSTRALIA’S NATIONAL MEMORIAL TO AMERICA, which was unveiled 


at Canberra by the Queen on February 15. 
the contribution of the USA armed forces to victory in the Pacific. 


commemorates 


It is built largely of aluminium, and 


The 258ft. high shaft of the memorial is shown (left) in course of erection, with the 
sphere and eagle in position and panelling partly completed. The sheet metal is com- 
mercially pure aluminium, and was rolled at the Northern Aluminium Company’s Ban- 
bury works. (Right) Inspecting the sphere and eagle during lifting operations. The 
architect for the memorial was Mr. Richard M. Ure, Principal Architect of the 


Department of Works, Canberra. 


The sphere and eagle were designed by Mr. Paul 


Beadle, of Newcastle, NSW. 





furniture and textiles on show at the 
Crafts Centre. 

But the other way in which such a 
service should work is, surely, to enable 


the craftsman to gauge the preferences of 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, MARCH 1 

RICS.—“ Land Use and the Life of Buildings,’’ by 
Mr. J. F. Q. Switzer, MA, ARICS. 12, Great George- 
street, SW1. 5.30 p.m. 

SHOREDITCH, HACKNEY AND HIGHBURY HOUSING 
AssOcIATION.—‘“ Christopher Wren,’’? by _ Professor 
Nikolaus Pevsner, CBE. National Book League, 7, 
Albemarle-street, W1, 6 p.m. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 2 

RIBA.—“ English Villas and Venetian Decorators,”’ 
by Mr. F. J. B. Watson, FSA. 66, Portland-place, W1. 
6 


p.m. 

RICS.—Annual dinner. Grosvenor House, Park- 
lane, Wl. 7 p.m. 

HousInG CENTRE TRUST.—Discussion on Housing 
in Northern Ireland. 13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, 


SWI. 1.15 p.m. 

DESIGN AND INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION.—‘‘ Coventry 
Cathedral,’”’ by Mr. Basil Spence, OBE, FRIBA. 
Royal Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, W1. 
12.30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3 

Roya Society oF Arts.—‘‘ The Challenge of Rural 
Land Losses,’? by Dr. G. P. Wibberley. RSA, John 
Adam-street, WC2. 2.30 p.m. 

ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—“ Re-construction in 
Western Germany,’ by Mr. R. Rosner, ARIBA, 
AMTPI. 34, Bedford-square, WC1l. 6.15 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS.—“ The Nature 
of Wood—Causes of Decay and Methods of Combating 
Them,” by Lt.-Col. C. B. Bertram Shore, LRIBA, 
FIAA. Assembly House, Norwich. 7.30 p.m. 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MusEuM.—“ Children and the 
Arts,’”? by Mrs. Molly Harrison. V. & A. Museum, 
South Kensington, SW7. 6.15 p.m. 

THURSDAY, MATCH 4 

TowN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—Annual dinner. Dor- 
chester Hotel, Park-lane, W1. 7.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 5 i 

BIRMINGHAM & Five Counties AA.—“ Confessions ” 
by Mr. Clough Williams-Ellis, JP, FRIBA, MTPI. 
Birmingham Art Gallery. 6 p.m. 

FEDERATION OF MASTER BUILDERS.—Luncheon and 
AGM of London Region. Connaught Rooms, Great 
Queen-street, WC2. 1p.m.. : 

BUILDING CENTRE.—Opening by Sir Hugh Casson, 
FRIBA, of exhibition, ‘“‘ Glass in the Home.”’ Building 
Centre, Store-street, WC1. 12 noon. Continuing until 
March 27. 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS.—Annual dinner 
and dance. Trocadero Restaurant, Wl. 6.45 p.m. 


a public who are increasingly having 
‘* fashionable ”’ trends thrust upon them. 
Even their best friends may feel that our 
artist-craftsmen sometimes lay themselves 
open to accusations of working in ivory 
towers and taking too little account of 
these trends, including the architectural 
context into which their work must fit. 

At the Crafts Centre show at Hay Hill 
(until March 27) some effort, and much 
skill, is evident to avoid any effect of 
** arty-craftiness,’’ though here and there 
a rather dated idiom persists. The Crafts 
Centre is also strategically placed in a 
fashionable district, and in other ways 
competes courageously and successfully 
with a growing commercial debasement 
of taste. There were too many nice things 
to mention there: particularly noticed 
were the furniture of Edward Barnsley 
and Ernest Joyce ; the textiles of Valerie 
Clixby; “fishy ’’ tapestry and embroidered 
pictures by Gordon Crook and Margaret 
Traherne respectively, and two “ bird” 
embroidered ones by Constance Howard. 
This medium is a brilliant solution of the 
problem of pictures which have to be 
seen at nose-tip distance, where some 
textural interest is vital, and it is rather 
surprising that people who live in small 
rooms seem to be slow in catching on. 
CHRISTOPHER WREN 

ProressorR NIKOLAUS PEVSNER, CBE, 
is to give a lecture on Christopher Wren 
at the National Book League, 7, Albe- 
marle-street, W1, on March 1. The 
lecture has been arranged by the Shore- 
ditch, Hackney and Highbury Housing 
Association. 
MODERN FRENCH ARCHITECTURE 


A course of two lectures on modern 
French architecture is to be given by 





































































are 


M. Paul Tournon, Architecte en Chef des 
Batiments Civils Palais Nationaux, at the 
University of London, Gower-street, 
WC1, on March 11 and 12, at 5.30 p.m. 
Admission is free, without ticket. 


LETHABY SCHOLARSHIP 


To ENSURE that the accumulation 
of knowledge gained from its wide 
experience in the treatment and repair of 
old buildings is not lost, and to secure its 
continuance in the work of the younger 
architects, the Society for the Protection 
of Ancient Buildings awards a Scholar- 
ship in memory of the late Professor 
W. R. Lethaby, to enable selected students 
to study the actual repair works under the 
direction of the Committee. 

The Society now wishes to make a 
further award and invites those who are 
interested to make application, by 
March 19 next, to The Secretary of the 
Society, 55, Great Ormond-street, WC1. 


BRAZILIAN ARCHITECTURE 


Mr. Gorpdon GraHAM, Dip.Arch., 
ARIBA, has been awarded a prize of 
£50 by the Anglo-Brazilian Society for 
an essay dealing with esthetic trends in 
contemporary Brazilian architecture. He 
was presented with the prize on Febru- 
ary 3 by HE the Brazilian Ambassador, 
in London. Mr. Graham received his 
architectural training in the School of 
Architecture, Nottingham College of Art 
and Crafts, and is now a lecturer in archi- 
tecture at the college. Last year he was 
awarded the RIBA Arthur Cates Prize, and 
last summer won a travelling scholarship 
for the study of modern reinforced con- 
crete structures in Europe. 


APPOINTMENTS 


BRECONSHIRE CC have appointed as 
County architect, Mr. T. J. Williams, 
LRIBA. Mr. Williams, who is 58, has 
been deputy county architect since 1934. 
The present county architect, Mr. 
H. C. W. Strickland, will retire next July. 

Mr. David. Oglesby, deputy engineer 
and surveyor to the Lichfield CC since 
1950, has been appointed successor to 
Mr. L. Straw, city engineer and surveyor, 
who has been appointed assistant county 
surveyor to Staffordshire CC. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. J. D. AND B. Y. TeTLOw, AA.RIBA, 
chartered architects and planning consultants, have 
removed their offices to Bank Chambers, 1, Bird- 
street, Lichfield (Tel. Lichfield 2443—unchanged). 

Mr. Ivor Hopces, LRIBA, FRICS, has commenced 
practice at No. 20, Dorset-square, NW1 (Tel. : Padding- 
ton 8318), and would be pleased to receive trade cata- 
dogues at that address. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, February 25, 1854 


DRAWING AS A BRANCH OF ORDINARY 
EpucaTION.—This is an object, for the 
realisation of which we have for many 
years laboured. It is gratifying, there- 
fore, to find it at length adopted as a 
principle by the Government Council 
of Education, who, after making arrange- 
ments with the Department of Science 
and Art, have issued a circular to their 
inspectors, instructing them as to steps 
to be taken towards promoting the instruc- 
tion of the students in training for school- 
masters and school-mistresses under their 
inspection. 
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“« This chap, for instance, would 
rather be on the Cathedral 
than council housing !”’ 











CORRESPONDENCE 


THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—During the last two years I have 
read with growing concern the highly 
critical letters and editorials regarding the 
Institute of Builders. My concern was 
not over the content of the letters, for 
they only echo my own experience, but 
rather at the complete silence of the 
Institute, for such criticism cannot be 
ignored by any body which hopes to sur- 
vive, let alone retain its effectiveness in a 
great industry. 

One had hoped that the silence indi- 
cated that the Council admitted the 
criticisms, and were preparing for an 
announcement which would rectify the 
position. Now that the silence has been 
broken by the President’s letter in your 
last issue, it is most disquieting to find 
that our hopes were unfounded, for it 
gives no assurance that the situation will 
be tackled or even faced, and it makes no 
answer whatever to the criticisms which 
have been made. It is merely a re-state- 
ment of vague and familiar points from 
Annual Reports, and it goes not one step 
towards meeting the present position. 

Those who have at heart the well-being 
of the industry and the training of its 
young men realise that there are only two 
alternatives: either the Institute must 
fulfil its functions, or an alternative exam- 
ining body must be set up within the 
industry. Surely nobody would wish to 
take the latter step, for this would mean 
throwing aside many years of tradition 
and much good work which the Institute 
has done in the past. There are large 
numbers in the industry who are not only 
willing but keenly anxious to support it, 
financially and otherwise, if they can only 
be assured that it will fulfil its obligations 
to the examination candidates, the mem- 
bers, and to the industry as a whole. 

For these reasons I warmly support 
Mr. Yeomans’ suggestion made recently 
in your columns that the IOB and the 
NFBTE should form a joint committee to 
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examine the position and report back t, 


the respective Councils, and I sincerely § 


hope that this proposal will be carried 
the next Institute Council meeting. Ther, 


are, however, two points which should fy § 


borne in mind. The first is that som 
positive action must be taken at once, for 
the situation has already gone almost too 
far to retrieve. The other point is thg 
no action can be effective unless, at the 
annual general meeting, men are voted on 
to the Council who can be relied upon ty 
cary tout. j. W. Lanw. [FIOg 
London, NW7. 


HIGH BUILDINGS AND SKYLINES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I read in The Builder of February 
12, a report of an address by the 
President of the Society of Engineers jn 
which, dealing with the possibilities of 
prestressed concrete, he said that buildings 
in the City of London of 250 ft. or more 
in height, are now “possible.” This 
sounds quite like New York all over again, 
but in the early 1900s! It is said that 
with “co-operation between architects 
and structural engineers there can be 
achieved harmony in horizontals, skylines 
and materials for which the Minister of 
Works recently appealed.”’ 

But it must be admitted that New 
York has no “ harmony in horizontals, or 
skylines,’’ so how is it possible anywhere 
else? In any case—quite apart from 
London not having an accommodating 
“grid iron” street plan, or a solid rock 
foundation which has been found to be 
most economical for New York City’s 
skyscrapers—where is all this suggested 
height going to lead? To a chaotic sky- 
line, it seems, and at great cost (and more 
expense down below street level than the 
great height of rentable space warrants, 
probably). London’s “ soft ’’ foundation 
has to be contended with, and even with 
modern engineering methods, is a problem. 

Would also, our existing streets in 
London accommodate the extra load of 
traffic in rush hours ? They do not do so 
conveniently in New York City now, where 
the wastage of dollars now amounts to 
one billion per annum, due to “ stalled” 
traffic in street jams, due solely to over- 
building. 

A. NEvILLE Hott [FRIBA]. 

20, Exchange-street East, Liverpool. 


COLD SPELL AND OPERATIVES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. George Lowthian complains 
(your last issue) of ruthlessness by 
employers during recent cold spell. Does 
he not realise that this is solely due to 
bitter experience? My firm managed, 
with great difficulty and expenditure on 
transport, to keep its staff employed for 
over 40 hours each week, under fairly 
pleasant conditions. 'The only reward 
the management received was _ seveft 
criticism because the pay envelopes weft 
two or three hours short of the normal 
week, 
In the interest of the men my firm will 
always seek continuity of work but the 

spirit shown must be reciprocated. 

R. A. REE», 
for Dean and Walker. 

Copyhold, Bury, Pulborough. 
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SIMPLE HOUSES 


By Mrs. CLARE 


IS there a case for building simple houses 
ground social centres for unhoused and 
ynhousable families? More than 64,000 
children are under the care of local authori- 
ties, at an average cost per head of £6 a 
week; courses of training for neglectful 
mothers, 12 at a time, are taking place at 
Birmingham Prison; many mothers and 
children (not fathers) of ejected families are 
temporarily housed by welfare authorities; 
women on probation for neglect, with their 
children, are admirably trained at Mayflower 
Home, Spofforth Hall or Brentwood; yet 
we have no housing-cum-welfare scheme 
comparable to the Dutch experiments in 
a social family housing. 

The Home Secretary, at Peterborough, 
emphasised the necessity of parental control 
and example in and around the family. 
“There is also a tendency,” he said, “for 
parents who could be good and careful 
parents to feel that other people are now 
paid to look after their children and will do 
it better because they are experts, and some 
simply do not realise how much their 
children need them.” (The Times, January 
25. 1954.) How true this is! And how 
necessary to keep the family together as a 
whole, in a proper and befitting home. 


THE DUTCH EXPERIMENT 

I have revisited the Dutch experiment in 
North Holland and Rotterdam (described in 
The Builder of February 6, 1953) which pro- 
vides a welfare centre and service of social 
workers within a group of simple dwellings 
for ejected and homeless families. I was 
especially impressed with the training 
achieved through local drama and club 
activities as well as with the plans to build 
new centres in towns on similar lines. The 
whole essence of this rehousing was hous- 
ing in a group, either in camps, old buildings 
or new housing development. It is to pro- 
vide simple and adequate homes, help, guid- 
ance and, one might say, loving care, for 
homeless people. 

All manner of causes lead to ejectment: 
ignorance, idleness, weariness, irresponsi- 
bility, waste. defectiveness. lack of moral 
fibre, bad luck and even badness. Another 
cause is an unmanageable house, too com- 
plicated as well as lacking in ordinary 
amenities. Tired with much child-bearing, 
the mother may appear to be neglectful 
when underneath she is devoted to her 
children and they to her. To. break this 
tie, to weaken it, means the break-up of the 
family. 

The Dutch Ministry of Social Welfare has 
a project at Maastricht and Heerde and 
other places, for a group of very simple 
houses (the plans of which are here illus- 
trated), about 12 to 15 round a Warden’s 
lodging and social centrum, where diffi- 
cult or “socially weak” families can go. 
There the mother can be taught and helped, 
and the children cared for, at home, the 
father working locally, yet bearing his share 
of responsibility. 

The cost is borne by the local authority, 
the province and the Ministry, but the real 
onus is on the local authority, i.e., the neigh- 
bours. The plans of dwellings which can 
be built quickly are not too complicated 
and previde a minimum standard. They are 
better than an adapted house with a room 
or a couple of rooms for each family as they 
are independent miniature units. Old pro- 
perty near together could be converted in 
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line with these simple plans, always including 
a social centrum. People with similar 
handicaps and difficulties can be together. 

This has been criticised as good only ad- 
ministratively; but as the families are 
labelled and ostracised already amongst more 
fortunate neighbours housing them together, 
with a welfare service, gives them a chance 
of life and social development amongst 
their own equals. Professor Titmus, in an 
address to the Family Conference of the 
National Council of Social Service. said re- 
cently, “The health and stability of the 
community rests on the health and stability 
of the family, but by assuming that the 
norms of one social class are relevant to 
the needs of another we may be piling up 
health problems by exacting pressures to 
conform to the mores of another distinctive 
social class.” 


By the warmth of adjacent friendliness, by 
encouragement, by direct training in cooking 
or child care, or ir.directly by dramatics, 
clubs and games, these families may be held 
together and improved. The simple design 
in houses is intended not to overburden those 
who have no clue how to live, having never 
had more than a tenement or ramshackle 
cottage. Joint negotiations take place be- 
tween county welfare authorities, the Minis- 
try and local government. In rural areas, 
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old camps provide temporary accommoda- 
tion. 

This is not in itself enough to help these 
socially weak people, who often have no 
possessions, moral standards or even health, 
to gain or regain some sort of normal way 
of living. Children’s officers, probation 
officers, health visitors and housing man- 
agers give of their precious timé, but not 
in the concentrated day-to-day way that the 
warden of an adjacent social centrum 
can. Slowly, with a small homely house as 
a background, these families cease to fight 
against society; they stand on their own 
feet, in their own home. In the first stages, 
in return for state aid, they submit, if it 
is submission. to help, as an obligation. 

Too elaborate housing is too great a 
change and responsibility for many families. 
The cost to Rotterdam of their scheme (rent 
being paid by the tenants) which includes 
all toddlers’ nurseries, clubs and the home 
maker service as well as psychiatry if needed, 
is £70 a family. Compare this with the cost 
of women in prison for neglect, those on 
probation, in institutions for children, 
approved schools—and the sum of human 
separation and misery involved. 

Housing is not the only factor to be con- 
sidered but it is the big and concrete one. 
Can we not as an experiment try the positive 
way of preventing family disintegration by 
setting up some small centre under joint 
welfare and housing auspices, using our 
skilled social workers to help these families 
to help themselves? 




























































































Suggested simple dwellings 
which’ could be erected quickly 
as units of the group (with a 
social centrum), 12 or 15 to- 
gether. Reproduced by courtesy 
of the Editor of “‘ Bouw.” 
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THE BUILDER 


RIBA DINNER 
Earl Alexander Tilts at British Plumbing 


HE annual dinner of the Royal 

Institute of British Architects was 

held at Grosvenor House, London, last 

Friday, with Mr. Howard Robertson, 

MC, ARA, SADG, President, in the 
chair. 

After the Loyal toasts, proposed by the 
President, had been honoured, FIELD- 
MarsHaL Eart ALEXANDER OF ‘TUNIS, 
KG, Hon. FRIBA, Minister of Defence, 
proposed the toast of ‘‘'The Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects.’’ In the course 
of his speech, he said there was no doubt 
that there was a tremendous scope for the 
architectural profession at the present 
day, when there was still such a great 
shortage of housing and where there was 
so much re-building to be done in the 
blitzed areas of this country. ‘‘ From what 
I have seen of the new buildings which 
have been erected by the Minister of 
Housing, I have nothing but praise of 
them,”’ he said. ‘I think that they are 
of excellent design and taste, and they fit 
into their surroundings as good buildings 
should. I am quite sure that when they 
become settled down and mellowed by 
age they will be houses and other buildings 
of some considerable charm, which, of 
course, is very satisfactory. 

“Speaking personally, I can think of 
no more inspiring profession than your 
own, which has such tremendous scope for 
imagination, creative art and utility. The 
arts have always flourished when there is 
need of them. This was certainly the 
case at the time of, and after, the Renais- 
sance, when rich patrons of art demanded 
both comfort and pleasure. It may be 
true that to-day there are no rich indi- 
viduals who can be patrons of the arts, 
but there are rich companies, wealthy 
companies, and powerful corporations, 
and they can be our present or future 
patrons of the arts. 

“In any case, what we can recognise 
and be grateful for is this: that the 
patrons of the past have been responsible 
for giving to this country houses and other 
buildings as fine as any in the world to- 
day. 


CANADIAN ARCHITECTURE 


““ When I was in Canada,”’ he contirtued, 
*‘T was very impressed by some of their 
architecture. "Take, for example, Quebec 
City. As you know, Quebec City was 
built by the early French settlers over 300 
years ago, and it is delightful. It has a 
distinct French flavour and a French charm 
all of its own. But if we pass further 
across the Canadian Continent, we come 
to cities like Toronto, Winnipeg and 
Vancouver, where the construction of their 
buildings and the whole lay-out of their 
towns typifies the virile spirit of the New 
World. After all, what can be more 
impressive than to stroll down Fifth 
Avenue, in New York on a summer’s 
morning, and see those magnificent sky- 
scrapers silhouetted against a blue sky ? 

“In admiring the sky-scrapers of New 
York, I think we should pause a moment 
and inquire why they have that beauty ; 
and I think the answer is this: they are 
magnificent because, as buildings, they 


are doing their job in the most economical 
manner. I have always been brought 
up to believe that in the engineering world 
any structure which does its job in an 
economical manner and with the least 
effort is fundamentally right. That is 
why I believe of things like bridges and 
certain parts of buildings and _ aircraft, 
that if they look right they nearly always 
are right.”’ 

Lord.Alexander had been very interested 
to read that there was a competition for 
architects who are invited to design the 
Canadian home of to-morrow. If he 
were an ambitious young man who wanted 
to win the prize, the first thing he would 
do would be to go to Canada and learn 
how they keep their houses beautifully 
warm. ‘‘ Speaking from personal experi- 
ence, I should say there are several ways 
in which they do it. First of all, they 
arrange things so that the doors and 
windows of their houses fit. In conse- 
quence, of course, they do not suffer from 
the draughts we enjoy in this country. 

““ Secondly, they arrange their plumbing 
in a strange and curious way whereby 
their pipes do not freeze and burst. I 
suspect that the pipes are on the inside 
of the house rather than the outside. 
Thirdly, of course, their houses are 
centrally heated and all the passages and 
rooms are kept warm in consequence. 
My only criticism of Canadian houses is 
that they are generally far too hot. 

“But I do not think -the question of 
temperature in houses really matters as 
much as all that. I think other things 
matter much more. After all, the tem- 
perature of a house is something which 
can easily be solved by any good engineer, 
but the other things are more important. 
For example, I think you want to enjoy 
living in a house where the rooms are all 
of notable proportions—not too large but, 
on the other hand, designed so as to give 
you a feeling of spaciousness without being 
too big. Remember, you have to live 
in the inside, not the outside; but the 
outside is also very important. It would 
be nice—I have no experience of it yet— 
to live in a house of which, when they see 
it, people say, ‘ What a delightful looking 
house. I should love to live there.’ ”’ 

When we considered some of the 
beautiful buildings which have been con- 
structed in recent years we realised that 
there were none finer than, for example, 
Liverpool Cathedral, which was one of the 
finest pieces of architectural design which 
this country had had for many years and 
could well hold its own among the other 
cathedrals of this country. In the busi- 
ness world, there were few finer construc- 
tions than Battersea Power Station, which 
was a very successful answer to a very 
difficult problem concerning space. 

“We must surely recognise that British 
architects are amongst the finest in the 
world,’”’? Lord Alexander added. “It is 
only right that that should be so when we 
consider that they are the spiritual, or if 
I may say so, the architectural, descendants 
of Wren, Inigo Jones, Wyatt and a host 
of other great masters of the past. "This 
illustrious mantle has now descended to 


February 26 1954 


these gentlemen, our friends and hosts 
whom we see, whose hospitality we accept 
this evening, and who we know are no; 
only worthy of the past, but are alive ang 
aware of the needs of the present.” 


THE PRESIDENT’S RESPONSE 


THE PRESIDENT, who responded, said: 
“I think we were very well advised t 
have Lord Alexander here tonight—the 
Minister of Defence; if anybody need 
defence, it is the architect ! When I heard 
him eulogising British architecture I haq 
a faint qualm. I agreed with ey erything 
he said, but I had a feeling ‘ things are 
not what they seem.’ Look at the com. 
pany tonight, for instance—all _ these 
people sitting here in a fine modular co. 
ordination. They are a very prosperous. 
looking lot of people—a more prosperous. 
looking lot you would not want to see— 
happy in their future and confident jn 
their ability ; but most of them are our 
guests!” 

Mr. Robertson went on to refer to Mr. 
Harold Macmillan, “with his 300,000 
houses and more.’’ He supposed Mr. 
Macmillan had an even bigger problem 
ahead of him with the rehabilitation for 
which he had to work. Emerging from 
this, one felt, was something fairly im- 
portant: we had miles and miles of 
property which could be rehabilitated 
and would be rehabilitated. 

“T think the architects and_ builders 
of this country are just the fellows to 
recondition property, because they have 
enormous experience,” he continued. 
“ After all, the Englishman was brought up 
on make-do-and-mend. Not only are 
both those professions competent to do the 
job, but there is something very human 
about rescuing people. 

“Sir David Eccles is not here tonight. 
I lightly pass over the question of Carlton 
House Terrace and things like that. 
Before that there is the City. Some blame 
Sir David for having come out and 
suggested doing something about the 
City. It is suggested that perhaps he is 
doing too much. Others say he is doing 
too little. I do not know. But, after all, 
the Minister had some ideas, and all the 
critics seem to have none. They are 
completely negative. I think the problem 
of the City, as outlined by many writers in 
the Press, is almost insoluble. Nobody 
will ever be completely satisfied, because 
‘nobody’ means ‘everybody.’ 

“The big problem that we have in 
modern architecture today is the window. 
I do not think we have ever thought it out. 
If you look back you will find that 
Elizabethan architects were much better 
at dealing with the window than we are. 
I suggest that we look back on what the 
Elizabethans did. With all respect to the 
technical journals, the modern architects 
might do worse. 

“*T should like to say something about 
our troubles at the RIBA—our troubles 
and triplets being the officials, the salaried 
and the private architects. All I can say 
about them is that the RIBA is trying to 
do the best for all of them. 

““T should like to conclude by saying 
what a marvellous thing it is that the Royal 
Gold Medal went this year to Arthur 
George Stephenson of Australia. I think 
it is the first time that the medal has gone 
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to an Australian architect, or, indeed, 
to an architect from an overseas Dominion. 
I think it is also the first time that the 
medal will be presented personally by a 
Sovereign. I think Arthur George 
Stephenson has got an exceptional ‘ double 
first.’ ‘That is something which has 
happened in my term of office and for 
which I am very grateful. 

“T now pass to more able speakers than 
myself. ‘Thank you, Lord Alexander, for 
giving us this light-hearted, agreeable 
and really very important theme, for you 
alluded to the great weakness of British 
architecture, which is the plumbing.” 

Sir HucH Casson, FRIBA, President 
of the Architectural Association, who 
proposed the toast of the guests, recalled 
that during the Italian campaign the work 
which the Monuments and Fine Arts 
Division managed to achieve was largely 
due to Lord Alexander’s direct personal 
initiative and support throughout. ‘I 
am told that at the height of the battle of 
Florence—when one would have thought 
he had a great deal to consider, he found 
time to drive personally to the place where 
the treasures of the Uffizi Gallery were 
stored to make sure they were being 
properly looked after.”’ 

Lord AsQuUITH OF BISHOPSTONE, who 
responded, said that he yielded to no man 
in his ignorance of the principles of 


architecture, but he possessed one. advan- 
tage, bis acquaintance with the Royal 
Courts of Justice, which was _ possibly 
denied to the fellow guests. ‘“‘ For 13 
years I have lived and moved and had 
my being in the most hideous building in 
England,’’ he said. ‘“‘ When I describe 
that as an advantage, I mean an advantage 
in two respects—first of all, by seeing at 
close quarters what is to be avoided and 
abhorred, you get a negative notion of 
what to admire and what to pursue. 
Secondly, when you leave that building 
in the Strand every other building in 
sight is a luxury and a feast to the eyes.”’ 


Among those present were :— 


The French Ambassador ; the Countess Alexander, 
GBE ; the Duke of Wellington, KG, FSA ; Mrs. Howard 
Robertson ; the Irish Ambassador ; Mr. Clement Attlee, 
OM, CH, MP, Hon.FRIBA; Mr. Pembroke Wicks, 
CBE, LLB, registrar, Architects’ Registration Council 
of the UK; Mr. R. S. Williams, president, LMBA ; 
Lieut.-Col. R. F. Galbraith, MC, president , Institution 
of Structural Engineers ; Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, 
OBE, vice-president, RIBA, chairman, Architects’ 
Registration Council of the UK; Mr. G. A. Coombe, 
president, RICS; Sir Richard Coppock, CBE, Hon. 
ARIBA, general secretary, NFBTO ; Mrs. S. Rowland 
Pierce ; Mr. S. Rowland Pierce, vice-president, RIBA ; 
Sir Harold Emmerson, KCB, KCVO, Permanent 
Secretary, MOW; Mr. A. Ernest Marples, MP, Par- 
liamentary Secretary, MH and LG; Mr. H. U. Willink, 
MC, QC, vice-chancellor of the University of Cam- 
bridge ; Mr. E. J. Bunting, official Secretary, Office of 
the High Commissioner for Australia; Lady Asquith ; 
Mr. L. R. S. Singh, Minister (Commerce) to the High 
Commissioner for India; chairman of the London 
County Council (Mrs. Douglas Bolton); Sir Alfred 
Bossom, Bt, MP; Sir Roderic Hill, KCB, MC, AFC, 
MA, vice-chancellor of the University of London ; 
Mr. W. P. Shepherd-Barron, MC, TD, president, 


Institution of Civil Engineers; Mr. William C. 
Crocker, president, Law Society; Mr. J. H. Mills, 
president, NFBTO; Mr. Michael Waterhouse, CBE; 
MC, past-president, RIBA ; Mrs. Michael Waterhouse , 
Mr. Miles Francis, president, Chartered Auctioneers 
and Estate Agents Institute; Mr. H. G. Griffin, CBE, 
Hon ARIBA, secretary, CPRE. 

Sir Patrick Abercrombie, Miss J. F. Adburgham, 
H. J. W. Alexander, W. Godfrey Allen, Mr. and Mrs. 
A. F. B. Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Aslin, Professor 
J. F. Baker, Sir Gerald Barry, Eric Bedford, Sir Thomas 
Bennett, Philip H. P. Bennett, Eric L. Bird, Henry 
Braddock, Miss Monica Bromley, Vincent Burr, Lt.- 
Col. Eric Cole, Professor H. O. Corfiato, G. B. Cox, 
Kenneth M. B. Cross, Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Culpin, 
Mr. and Mrs. S. E. T. Cusdin, Graham Dawbarn, 
J. Murray Easton, W. R. E. Ellis, Mr. and Mrs. R. E. 
Enthoven, Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Epril. 

A. G. Sheppard Fidler, Mr. and Mrs. C. E. M. 
Fillmore, Sir Walter Fletcher, Mr. and Mrs. J. H, 
Forshaw, Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Foster, R. O. Foster. 
Archdeacon O. H. Gibbs-Smith, Mr. and Mrs. C. F. 
Glenny, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Goldstraw, H. S. Good- 
hart-Rendel, Mr. and Mrs. Gontran Goulden, R. N. 
Guy, Mr. and Mrs. H. Desmond Hall, R. D. Hammett, 
D. Dex Harrison, Mr. and Mrs. J. E. K. Harrison, Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Henniker, Sydney Howard, T Cecil 
Howitt, Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Jellicoe, Gilbert H. 
Jenkins, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur W. Kenyon, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. B. Knapp-Fisher. 

Oliver Law, Miss Judith Ledeboer, Ian Leslie, H. J. 
Whitfield Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Lidbetter, Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth J. Lindy, Mr. and Mrs. H. V. Lobb, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Lyons, Lady MacAlister, Mr. and 
Mrs. D. F. Martin-Smith, Mr. and Mrs. S. W. Milburn, 
Sir Charles Mole, Mr. and Mrs. H. Neal, Thomas E. 
North, C. A. R. Norton, Colin St. C. Oakes, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward Playne, Robert J. Potter, Mr. and Mrs. 
F. L. Preston, Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Rice, Eugene 
Rosenberg. 

E. C. Scherrer, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Scott, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Seel, Miss B. Solly, Mr. and Mrs. 
Basil Spence, C. D. Spragg, Mr. and Mrs. John A. 
Strubbe, Sydney Tatchell, Mr. and Mrs. Norman P. 
Thomas, Sir Percy Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
Trench, Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Venning, Mr. and Mrs. 
Austin Vernon, Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Lesslie K. Watson, 
Dr. W. W. Wells-Coates, Mr. and Mrs. George Whitby, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Woodward, Bishop of Woolwich, 
F. R. S. Yorke. 
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View of the science block. 


HASSENBROOK SECONDARY SCHOOL, STANFORD-LE-HOPE, ESSEX 


For Essex County Council 


Architect 
GERALD LACOSTE, FRIBA, 
in association with 
HAROLD CONOLLY, FRIBA, 
COUNTY ARCHITECT 





Quantity Surveyor 
OSWALD E. PARRATT, FRICS 
Consultants 
(Structure) 

W. C. ATKINS & PARTNERS 
(Heating and Ventilating) 
ROGER PRESTON & PARTNERS 
(Electricity Supply) 
BARLOW LESLIE & PARTNERS 


Builders 
E. H. SMITH (CROYDON), LTD. 


View looking east towards 
tank tower and_ kitchen. 
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View to the east, showing front elevation of school, 


View from main 
entrance hall. 
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View to the west, showing gymnasium, music room and south side of assembly hall. 





Below : 





Main entrance. 
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bles school accommodates 600 pupils 
and comprises four wings: (1) 
Assembly hall with gymnasium and 
changing rooms; woodwork and metal- 
work shops ; (2) kitchen, dining hall with 
heating chamber ; (3) classrooms, on two 
floors ; (4) science wing, on three floors. 
The administration rooms and entrance 
hall are planned centrally at the inter- 
section of the four wings with the library 
and staff common room above. 


A compact plan was important, in order 
to reduce costs to the new Ministry of 
Education recommendations of October, 
1949. For this reason first-floor corridors 
were omitted, and access to classrooms, 
laboratories and art rooms on the first 
floor was provided direct from staircase 
landings. Coat space was provided in 
main classroom corridors. 


Construction—With the exception of 
the assembly hall, gymnasium and chang- 
ing room block, the buildings are of steel- 
frame construction, cladded externally 
with 11-in. cavity brickwork. The 
assembly hall and gymnasium block are 
in 18-in. load-bearing brickwork. The 
roofs are constructed in aluminium deck- 
ing supported on light steel trusses or 
RSJs and covered with roofing felt or 
insulation board. All windows are steel in 
precast concrete surrounds. Box section 
stanchions were used to obviate casing or 
cladding. 


In regard to elevation treatment, the 
architect has, partly for economy reasons, 
used the brickwork itself to provide 
interest, and has avoided introducing 
other materials such as stone, weather- 
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Side view of assembly hall stage. 
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Assembly hall 
looking to stage. 


1954 
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1954 
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HASSENBROOK 
SECONDARY 
SCHOOL, 
STANFORD-LE-HOPE, 
ESSEX 


Dining hall looking towards 
kitchen. 


board or plaster panels. The extra effort to 
encourage skilled bricklayers to take special interest 
in the decorative panels proved well worth while. 
The 8 ft. 3 in. and 10 ft. module was used, and a special 
bond was devised to work in accordingly. 

Internal finishes—While the classrooms, labora- 
tories and administration offices are plastered, faced 
brickwork has been used extensively in corridors, 
staircases, assembly hall, dining hall and entrance hall. 





Underside of staircase leading to medical officer’s room. 
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To emphasise certain features in the assembly hall 
and entrance hall, much of the brickwork has been 
carried out with square-jointed header and soldier 
work. Ceilings throughout, except in the case of 
concrete soffits which are plastered, are in ‘‘ Veelap ”’ 
insulation board in 4-ft. squares. Corridor floors 
on the ground-floor are finished in coloured concrete 
paving, classrooms in linoleum laid on cement screed 
and hardwood block flooring has been used in the 
gymnasium, assembly hall, dining-room, 
etc. The floors of lavatories and kitchens 
are finished in precast granite concrete 
tiles. Hot air circulators were incorporated 
in the heating system in the assembly hall 
and dining-room. The hot-water system 
generally is by means of indirect cylinders 
fed by the heating mains in the winter, 
and individually heated by immersion 
heaters throughout the summer. Follow- 
ing is a list of sub-contractors :— 


Bricks, Finnis, Ruault and Nicholls, Ltd. ; 
structural steel, John Booth and Sons; 
precast concrete floors, staircases, stonework 
and paving, Croft Granite ; metal windows 
and doors, Williams and Williams ; insulation 
and acoustic ceiling boards, Merchant 
Trading Co.; aluminium roof decking and 
felt, Wm. Briggs; sanitary fittings, Froy 
and Sons; architectural metalwork and 
assembly hall light fittings, Wm. Pickford ; 
wood block flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd. ; 
joinery fittings, Gazes, Ltd.; Perspex roof- 
lights, Wm. J. Cox, Ltd. 


Metal lockers, R. Whittle, Ltd. ; terrazzo 
w.c. partitions, Mosaic and Terrazzo Co., 
Ltd.; window blinds, J. Avery and Co., 
Ltd. ; gymnasium equipment, Spencer Heath 
and George; blackboards, Wilson and 
Garden, Ltd.; curtains, R. C. Twitchett ; 
clocks, Synchronome Co.; cycle rack, A. 
Odoni and Co.; mechanical hoist and 
trolley, G. W. King, Ltd.; decorative 
plaster casts, G. Jackson and Sons, Ltd. 


Linoleum, B. Holden and Co. ; circulated 
air heaters, Flexaire, Ltd. ; plumbing services, 
Eastern Plumbing and Heating Co.; iron- 
mongery, Comyn Ching and Co.; storage 
tanks, Braithwaite and Co.; heating and 
ventilating engineers, Dean and Beale, Ltd.; 
electrical engineer, Eastern Electricity Board; 
paint supplier, Mander Bros.; and stage equip- 
ment, Hall Manufacturing and Supply Co., 
Limited. 
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View from Sevenoaks-road. 


METHODIST CHURCH, 
SEVENOAKS ROAD, 
ORPINGTON, KENT 


Architects 
GEORGE BAINES & SYBORN 


Quantity Surveyors 
L. A. FRANCIS & SONS 


Builders 
R. MANSELL, LTD. 


Pulpit and choir stalls. 
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OMPLETING a scheme started 20 vears ago, the 
new church, seating 430 persons, with large 


entrance vestibule, vestries, organ chamber and cloak- 
room accommodation, is erected upon a bold corner 
site adjoining the existing church buildings. 

Construction.—External walls throughout are 13} in. 
load-bearing faced with Leicestershire multi-coloured 
hand-made bricks. 'The flat roofs are formed of hollow 
tile and concrete construction covered in asphalt, 
and the main roof is timber-framed on steel trusses 
finished in dark brown double Roman rolled tiling. 
The stone dressings and copings are carried out in 
reconstructed artificial Bath stone. 

Internally, the walls of the church are stucco 
plastered above the painted reeded board dado, and 
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the ceiling is carried out in $-in. fibreboard with 
exposed ‘“V’”’ joints in the panels. The pulpit, 
choir stalls, reading desk, also the window and dado 
finishings, are in oak lightly stained and wax polished. 
Indirect lighting is obtained by fluorescent tubes 
housed in the plaster trough below the clerestory 
windows, with direct lighting in the aisles and else- 
where. 

Heating is by means of oil-fired hot-water floor 
coils laid in the floor slab below the Rhodesian teak 
flooring, and by pancl radiators at the walls and in the 
ancillary rooms. 

Following is a list of sub-contractors :— 


H. Romer, constructional steelwork ; Square Grip Co., 
Ltd., reinforcement ; Highways Construction Co., Ltd., 
































PLAN OF ORCAN 
CHAMBER ABOVE 
CLOAKS 
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View towards the 
choir platform. 


asphalt ; Benham and Sons, Ltd., heating and ventilation; 
Sundeala Board Co., Ltd., fibreboard ceilings; C. W. 
Gosling, Ltd., electrical installation; G. J. Green and 
Sons, Ltd., fibrous plaster ; H. W. Cullum and Co., Ltd., 
acoustic wall tiling; J. Preedy and Son, Ltd., metal 
windows and leaded lights ; and Semtex, Ltd., floor tiling 
and paving. 


Detail of Communion Table and organ grille. 


METHODIST CHURCH, SEVENOAKS ROAD, ORPINGTON, KENT 


February 2 





Acme Flooring Co., Ltd., hardwood block and strip 
flooring ; Wainwright and Waring, Ltd., organ and console 
grilles ; Emerson and Norris, Ltd., reconstructed stone- 
work; Lenscrete, Ltd., roof lights ; Comyn Ching and 
Co., Ltd., ironmongery ; Wessex Guild, Ltd., balustrade 
and gates; W. N. Froy and Son, Ltd., sanitary fittings. 
Joinery was carried out by the main contractor. 








Choir stalls and organ console grille. 


1954 
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THE “ ASCOS” 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, 
BIRMINGHAM 


Designer 
Fj. W. CHRISTIE 


Builders 
ANGLO-SCOTTISH 
CONSTRUCTION CoO., LTD. 


THE Ascos school has been designed to 

provide permanent accommodation for 
pupils whose present accommodation is 
inadequate or non-existent. Quick erection, 
functional plan, sound construction and low 
cost are the advantages claimed for this 
system. 


The roof is asbestos cement double 
decking, spanning between upstanding alu- 
minium roof beams at 8 ft. 44 in. centres, 
covered with insulating boarding and three- 
ply roofing felt. Roof beams are specially 
designed cantilevers, supported mainly by 
the lines of reinforced concrete columns, 
one in the rear wall and one 13 ft. from 
it. A light metal support in the front wall 
allows the roof to be extended to form a 
wide eave. 


The effect of the upstand in the roof is 
to provide a flush soffit for the ceiling, the 
height of which rises from 7 ft. against the 
rear wall to 10 ft. in front of the class- 
rooms. Any exposed reinforced concrete 
columns are cast circular in section and all 
are fitted with special metal caps to provide 
a bearing for the roof beams. The beams, 
column caps and front supports are in 
aluminium alloy. 


External walls are of cavity construction 
formed by specially made hollow clay or 
foam slag blocks 6 in. thick. These are 
quicker to erect than an 11-in. cavity wall, 
but provide equivalent heat insulation. The 
internal faces are plastered and _ internal 
partitions are either 3-in. hollow tile or 
breeze construction. 

Wood windows and doors are used. Floors 
are finished with thermo-plastic tiles except 
in the lavatories, where coloured granolithic 


Typical classroom. 
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Plan PRIMARY I with Staffroom. Accommodation for 100 boys 


or quarry tiles can be used. Water is heated 
by gas or electric heaters, space heating 
by gas or electric convectors. Lighting and 
power points are provided as_ required. 

















Double and triple classroom units, which 
are substantially similar in construction to 
the complete school building, are also 
manufactured. 


Cloakroom area. 
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IAAS 


Presidential Message 


MTHE belief that the Incorporated Associa- 

tion of Architects and Surveyors has 
now, perhaps more than ever before, a part 
to play in the advancement of the profes- 
sions of architecture and surveying, was 
expressed by LieuT.-CoLt. A. E. HENSON, 
FRIBA, FIAAS, AIStructE, in a presidential 
message to the Association. Furthermore, 
he said, the Association was now better 
equipped to play its part than at any time 
in the past. He continued:— 

Since I joined the IAAS as a founder 
member in 1926, the professions connected 
with building have endured great vicissi- 
tudes, and even to-day architects and 
surveyors lack that measure of public accept- 
ance and recognition that is accorded to 
many other professions. The incidence of 
war, threats of war and the aftermath of 
war are no doubt in part accountable for 
this. But not wholly. The responsibility in 
some degree is our own. We have not 
succeeded in impressing upon the public 
imagination the importance of our work— 
its value to the community both in physical 
well-being and in its contribution to our 
national prestige and greatness. Speaking 
as an architect, I am convinced that this is 
partly because we have not sufficiently pro- 
tected our own interests. We have not been 
strong enough or united enough to resist 
encroachments upon our _ independence, 
either as private practitioners or as salaried 
officials. We have not made our voice heard 
in Councils of State when building matters 
were at issue. Neither have we been vigorous 
in opposing at their outset practices and 
tendencies—too many to enumerate—that 
were manifestly injurious to the cause of 
architecture and building in general. 


The Association’s Functions 


It is, I believe, one of the main functions 
of the IAAS to develop and extend the pro- 
tective side of its activities as a complement 
to the more academic preoccupations of the 
oldér professional bodies, whose prerogatives 
we fully respect and have no desire at all 
to usurp. We seek to collaborate with all 
accredited bodies in establishing conditions 
in which a truly contemporary architecture 
may flourish. -We on our side, however, 
expect, and have a right to expect, the 
recognition that is due to a professional 
body of nearly 30 years’ standing which has 
included in its membership many eminent 
architects and distinguished surveyors whose 
work speaks for itself. 

This expectation on our part is not con- 
fined to professional bodies; it applies 
equally to Government departments. In the 
past two years the Association has made 
great strides in obtaining recognition of its 
surveying examinations, and let me assure 
all who read this that we intend to secure 
recognition for our architectural examina- 
tions as well. The Association realises that 
the time has come when entrance to the 
professions must be by examination only. 
Nevertheless, we all know architects and 
surveyors—men who are now pre-eminent 
members of the senior bodies—who quali- 
fied under the older dispensation. To pre- 
tend to deplore a system which, if now 
obsolescent, has served well in its time, 
savours to me of hypocrisy. Equally, it is 
against the public interest for Government 
departments and other authorities to refuse 
engagement or promotion or commissions to 
a man with a good record of achievement 
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simply because he has not passed through 
the examination room. Let us never forget 
that in the long run it is by his work that 
a man is known and to be judged. 


As I see it, the architectural profession, 
and some branches of the surveying pro- 
fession, too, are suffering from an entirely 
artificial division between the private and 
the official practitioner. The latter class has 
grown enormously since 1939. Many have 
elected to join it, but others have been forced 
into it by the dearth of private work. Salary 
scales and working conditions are alike 
unsatisfactory, and the IAAS is lending its 
full support to proposals which we hope will 
produce a rectification of this state of affairs. 
In private practice a few large offices have 
a steady flow of work, but the majority— 
especially of architects—depend on sporadic 
commissions which make the maintenance of 
assistants and economic office management 
difficult propositions. The smaller practi- 
tioner and young men starting on their own 
account run into especial hardships, for 
they often have to encounter competition 
from unqualified persons who are permitted 
to advertise their services, and sometimes, I 
fear, from employees in local government 
who undertake commissions at cut rates. I 
would like to see a numerical balance agreed 
and maintained between private and official 
practitioners. I am convinced, in any case, 
that an adequately patronised quota of 
private practitioners is to the advantage of 
the whole of the professions. 


Conditions of Practice 


If I have dwelt on the conditions of con- 
temporary practice rather than on questions 
of architectural style and quality, it is 
because I am sure that we shall never get 
the great architecture we are capable of pro- 
ducing unless conditions are reasonably 
favourable. The architect and his profes- 
sional colleagues in building need the com- 
pliment that is accorded to other professions 
of being accepted as authorities in their own 
field. We are not so silly as to expect 
absolute autonomy, but we say to our clients, 
be they private owners, Government depart- 
ments or local authorities: “Tell us your 
physical requirements for the building, and 
the amount we may spend; then forget any 
preconceptions you may have about eleva- 
tions and so forth. Leave it to us to work 
out designs in accordance with the purpose 
of the building, its situation, its orientation, 
its relation to its neighbours and _ the 
materials of its construction. What we shall 
present to you will not be a slavish copy 
of a past style nor a straining after 
modernity: we shall present a new creation 
that will be self-explanatory and, we hope, 
self-justificatory.” Only by such trust and 
confidence will Britain get the contemporary 
architecture she needs and deserves. 


OBITUARY 


Harold Busbridge, ARIBA 
WE REGRET to record the death, which 
took place on February 20 at his home at 
Burrage-road, Plumstead, of Mr. Harold 
Busbridge, ARIBA. Mr. Busbridge was 
elected an Associate of the RIBA in 1902. 





Higher Technology 


The fifth Annual Report, for the 12 
months ended August 31, 1953, has now 
been published by the London and Home 
Counties Regional Advisory Council for 
Higher Technological Education, Tavistock 
House South, Tavistock-square, WC1. 
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LCC 
Planning Applications 


[N reply to questions by MR. Patrick 

STIRLING. at a meeting of the London 
County Council on February 16, MR, W. G, 
FISKE, chairman of the Town Planning Com- 
mittee, said that 1,515 applications for 
planning permission were outstanding and 
waiting for a decision compared with 1,460 
last year. No record was kept of the num- 
ber of extensions of the statutory period 
sought; it was the practice to apply for an 
extension of time when an application was 
six weeks old unless there was every reason 
to believe that the decision would be issued 
within the statutory period. As an indication 
of the numbers, however, during the last six 
months, 1,191 applications took more than 
two months to clear as against 3,920 dealt 
with during the statutory period. Many of 
these “ old” applications were delayed with 
the agreement of the applicant following 
negotiations. 

With a view to improving the present rate 
of dealing with applications he had person- 
ally reviewed the position with the officers 
and a special effort would be made to reduce 
the number of outstanding applications. It 
would be appreciated that in the last month 
or two there had been a great increase in 
inquiries since building licences became easier 
to obtain. 


South Bank Memorial 


IN REPLY to a question by Mr. A. E. 
RENISON COUCHER On February 16, Mr. 
VicTOR MISHCON, chairman of the General 
Purposes Committee, said an open space 
suitably planned as a memorial to the people 
of London who lost their lives in the last 
war was an integral part of the proposals 
for the development of the South Bank, which 
were before the Council on November 3 last, 
and the Architect was under instruction to 
report on the matter, including a memorial 
in an appropriate position. Precise details 
could not, however, be settled until more 
definite arrangements for the adjoining build- 
ings, underground car park and other such 
matters had been worked out. 


Director of Housing’s Responsibilities 


AS REPORTED in our last issue, the LCC, 
on February 16, agreed unanimously that 
Mr. R. J. Allerton, FRICS, MIMunE, at 
present housing manager, City of Birming- 
ham, should be appointed Director of 
Housing at a salary of £3,000 a year, as 
from a date to be arranged. 

Last November the Council decided to 
set up, as from April 1, 1954, two separate 
departments—a Housing Management De- 
partment and a Valuation Department—in 
place of the present Housing and Valuation 
Department. It was also decided that 
responsibility for the Council’s programme 
of out-county cottage estates work and for 
substantial schemes for modernising old 
dwellings should be allocated to the Council's 
Architect. 

Bearing in mind that the number of the 
Council’s dwellings had risen to some 
170,000 and was increasing by more than 
9,000 every year, the Council considered 
that the functions of advising on housing 
policy and of managing and maintaining 
this immense and growing group of prope 
ties were so onerous as to require the 
undivided attention of one chief officer and 
that the heavy responsibility of acting 4% 
valuer and estate agent for all services 0 
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the Council should be separately provided 
or. 
The present Director of Housing and 
Valuer—2 position held by Mr. Cyril H. 
Walker, who retires on March 31—discharges 
two functions, one as the Council’s Chief 
Officer for housing work and the other 
Valuer and Estate Agent. 

Under the new arrangements the Director 
of Housing, with a staff of some 6,600, will 
be responsible for giving advice on housing 
policy in general and assessment of housing 
need; the management, including lettings, 
rent collection and maintenance, of over 200 
housing estates; a direct labour scheme for 
the erection of up to 300 dwellings a year 
and the modernisation of old dwellings; and 
control of development entrusted to private 
architects. 

Mr. Allerton is 55 years of age. In addi- 
tion to his other qualifications he is a fellow 
and past-president of the Institute of 
Housing and a registered architect. 


Underground Car Parks Approved “ in 
Principle ” 

LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL, on February 16, 
considered the recommendations of a work- 
ing party appointed to make detailed pro- 
posals for car parking in the metropolis. 
These recommendations were summarised in 
our last issue. 

The Council approved a recommendation 
in which they agreed in principle with the 
construction of multi-storeyed and under- 
ground garages in suitable locations; sug- 
gested an investigation of the practicability of 
constructing garages under the royal parks 
and over railway cuttings; supported the ex- 
perimental provision of parking meters for 
short-term parking at authorised street park- 
ing places; and welcomed a suggested ex- 
tension of no-waiting regulations. 

Mr. W. G. FISKE said that proposed experi- 
ments with underground accommodation 
beneath Finsbury: and Grosvenor squares 
should be encouraged, but it should be made 
clear that no further considerable progress 
was likely without interference with the 
amenities of the people who lived in London. 


LITTER IN THE ROYAL PARKS 
Advisory Committee Appointed 


AskED in Parliament on February 10 by 
Mr. Charles Ian Orr-Ewing what steps he 
proposed to take to deal with the litter 
problem in the Royal Parks in London, the 
Minister of Works, Sir Davip ECCLEs, 
KCVO, MP, replied:— 

I have appointed a committee to advise me 
on ways of encouraging the public to keep 
the Royal Parks in London tidy and free 
from litter and to suggest any improvements 
which might be introduced by my Ministry 
towards this end. The following have agreed 
to serve on the committee:—Mr. John 
Rodgers, MP (Chairman), The Dowager 
Marchioness of Reading, Dr. J. Brown, Sir 
Robert Fraser, Mr. F. C. Hooper, Mr. 
Michael Stewart, MP, and two young people 
nominated by the London Federation of 
Boys’ Clubs and the London Union of Mixed 
Clubs and Girls’ Clubs, namely Mr, D. A. 
Furby and Miss E. Bott. 

The Ministry of Works spends about £9,000 
a year on collection of litter in the Central 
Parks alone (Hyde Park and Kensington- 
gardens, St. James’s Park and the Green 
Park). After a normal summer day about 
50 men are employed part time to gather and 
Temove litter; after a bank holiday the num- 
ber has to be increased to about 150. 
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An exterior view of the new cold-store. 


A NEW COLD-STORE AT ACTON 
Capacity of Nearly 1,000 Tons of Ice-cream 


By F, GRINDROD 


(CLAIMED to be the largest ice-cream cold- 

store in the world, a new warehouse has 
recently been erected for T. Wall and Sons, 
Ltd., at The Friary, Acton, London, which 
has novel features. 


A three-storey building, the cold-store has 
been erected on stilts to prevent “frost 
heave.” Were such a large refrigerated ware- 
house to be built directly on the ground the 
cold would eventually penetrate tse insula- 
tion and form ice in the earth itself. In time, 
this frozen earth would lift the building and 
damage the foundations. 


After the contractors had completed the 
building, four weeks were allowed for bring- 
ing the temperature of the interior down to 
minus 15 deg. F., an operation which had to 
be carried out slowly to prevent damage to 
the fabric. 


To prevent the escape of cold air from 
the store a system of air-locks has been in- 
stalled. Around the lintols of each of the 
heavy doors in these air-locks metal plates 
have been placed which are electrically heated 
to prevent ice formation and the resultant 
jamming of the doors. 


Before the cold store was built all the new 
mechanical services were tested out in a 
smaller experimental store at the factory. 


Automatic Conveyors 


Six powered, wooden-slab conveyors take 
the ice-cream from the three production 
plants to the new cold-store while chain-link 
conveyors are used to handle the product on 
the three floors. Altogether, there is more 
than half a mile of conveyor throughout the 
cold store. 


Capable of storing nearly 1,000 tons of ice- 
cream, most of the building is used as a central 
depot for the whole of England, south of the 
Trent. On the ground floor, however, two 


smaller refrigerated rooms serve as divisional 
cold-stores for the Acton (Home Counties) 
and Central London divisions. These two 
rooms are separate entities and are completely 
insulated from the rest of the building. Un- 
derneath their floors an electric mat is pro- 
vided to prevent the danger of “ frost heave.” 


Ammonia Refrigerant 


To make working conditions as comfort- 
able as possible it was decided to use circu- 
lating liquid ammonia as a refrigerant instead 
of using air-blast cooling. Piping equivalent 
to a distance of more than 25 miles has been 
installed and this is capable of accommodat- 
ing nearly 25 tons of ammonia, which is cir- 
culated by three pumps, each capable of 
delivering 5,000 galls. per hour. 


The architects for the new building were 
Messrs. J. Stanley Beard, Bennett and Wilkins 
and the building contractors Messrs. William 
Cubitt and Co. Refrigeration was by Light- 
foot Refrigeration Co., Ltd., conveyor sys- 
tem by Pantin, Ltd., and loudspeaker system 
by Central Rediffusion Services, Ltd. 


All the contractors worked in conjunction 
with Wall’s own technical staff. 


Solid Floors 


Boston (Lincs) Corporation housing com- 
mittee has studied the type of flooring to be 
laid in council houses, and has decided to 
adhere to its previous decision in favour of 
laying solid floors. 


Book of Plans 

Odhams Press, Ltd., have just published 
the 1954 edition of the “ Ideal Home ” Book 
of Plans, price 5s. It contains a variety of 
plans for 40 new houses, together with a 
guide to their equipment, and includes some 
useful chapters on the financial aspects of 
house-building and planning to save labour. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 


BY 22 votes to 16 Standing Committee C 

of the House of Commons, which is 
considering the Housing Repairs and Rents 
Bill, decided, on February 16, to sit on three 
days instead of two in each week. This 
suggestion had been put forward by Mr. 
Macmillan, the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, who said it was 
important that they should make some pro- 
gress with the Bill. 

Mr. BEVAN complained that they were 
being asked to rush through legislation of 
the utmost significance and importance to 
millions of their fellow citizens. The Bill 
amended more than 20 Acts of Parliament 
and a microscopic examination of it was 
necessary to prevent bad legislation. Had 
there been any urgency about the Bill it 
would have been brought forward at the be- 
ginning of the session, and 50,000 or 60,000 
workers now engaged on new buildings 
would have been engaged on repairs. 
People in the country would see the sig- 
nificance of this attempt to bulldoze through 
the Committee, by a small majority, a Bill, 
the main purpose of which was to enable 
landlords to get increased rents. 

On Clause 5 (Exchequer contributions 
towards expenses of local authorities in buy- 
ing houses for temporary accommodation), 
Mr. MACMILLAN moved an amendment to 
make the subsidy £3 instead of £2 5s., to 
correspond with the sum voted by the House 
in the financial resolution. 

Mr. MacCo.it declared that the amount 
was still woefully inadequate in the light of 
the evidence. 

MR. GIBSON said that the Minister should 
give a little more justification for this figure 
of £3. The local authority associations had 
in fact produced figures which would justify 
four times as much. No local authority 
would be at all enthusiastic about trying to 
patch up these houses if it was then to find 
itself saddled with a much heavier rate 
charge, or a very much higher rate level, than 
it normally had in connection with these 
properties. They were entitled to know 
why the Minister used such a violently 
different basis of calculation. He under- 
stood, for instance, that the Minister’s 
assumption was that the cost of repairs on 
this type of house would be something like 
£140, but all the evidence showed that in 
London, and probably in most of what were 
called in the building industry the Grade 1 
towns, where the top rate of wages was paid 
to the operatives, the price was much more 
likely to be £200 or more. Moreover, he 
understood that the Minister’s assumption 
was that the amortisation of this cost could 
be spread over 15 years. Did anyone sug- 
gest that they could lightly agree to houses 
‘ which had already been condemned, and 
which would never be made really fit to 
live in but only patched up, being kept in 
existence for another 15 years? That, how- 
ever, was what the present proposal envis- 
aged. If it was so, then the charge which 
some Opposition members had made that 
the Bill would in fact delay slum clearance. 
seemed to him to be proved. 

Mr. PaGET said that the inflation of new 
building, partly or largely as a result of the 
Government’s policy, had been at the ex- 
pense of repairs. There had been a great 
turnover of labour from repairs to new 
building. If the repair sections and the 
patching sections of the Bill were to be made 
to work, that tendency must be turned back. 
The Government were not providing the 
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financial means which made it attractive 
either to the labour which had to be 
brought back or to the employers who had 
to carry out this switch. If this part of the 
Bill was not mere window dressing, if there 
was in fact any intention that they should 
do something, these financial provisions 
would have to be looked at again, because 
as they stood they would do nothing. 

Mr. BEVAN said that the Minister was 
facing a dilemma which faced every Minister 
who was concerned with local government 
financing. If he gave too high a grant, too 
many local authorities would patch up too 
many houses which ought to have been 
pulled down. On the other hand, if he did 
not give a generous enough grant, not 
enough work would be done. Unfortunately, 
this was not a question of principle: it was 
purely an empirical question, a question of 
at what level of grant would a reasonable 
amount of work be achieved. He very 
much sympathised with the Minister in 
attempting to fix a grant for this purpose. 
In fact, they were once more confronted 
with some of the difficulties involved in the 
relationship between local authorities and the 
central government in respect of central 
funds for local authority functions. 

It had been said over and over again that 
it was necessary to give the local authority 
sufficient financial interest in its operations, 
because otherwise it would become irrespon- 
sible and spend money extravagantly. That 
argument was advanced every time they con- 
sidered propositions of this sort. He was 
not certain whether they were not repeating 
that as a sort of abracadabra, without 
attempting to think about the actual situ- 
ation. In some areas central funds were 
finding as much as 80 per cent. or more of 
local government expenditure. so that the in- 
terest of the local authority in safeguarding 
the expenditure of public money was now 
becoming very small indeed. Once more in 
this respect the Minister had hardly anything 
at all to guide him, except the Birmingham 
experiment and one or two things of that 
kind. In other words, as the Minister had 
reminded them on previous occasions, it was 
impossible to fit the infinite variety of cir- 
cumstances from local authority to local 
authority, from street to street and house to 
house, and indeed from parts of a house 
to other parts of the house, into a financial 
formula of this sort. 

All these difficulties, of course. were im- 
plicit in the whole scheme, and that was 
why he had such doubts about it. Indeed, 
he had been coming to the conclusion for 
some time that this method of stimulating 
local government to carry out certain oper- 
ations by special grant-in-aid had almost 
reached its limit, and that it had almost be- 
come a more desirable proposition now to 
put larger funds into the hands of local 
authorities, permitting them to spend these 
sums on such activities as they thought de- 
sirable. In other words, to try to stimulate 
or to depress a special function of local 
government by raising or lowering central 
grants seemed to be a policy which had 
almost reached the limits of its usefulness. 
It might be that they would release local 
government from central pressure and have 
just that kind of empirical activity which 
they wanted from the local authority by 
giving them larger total grants rather than 
by having these special grants. 

He had been unable to understand the 
essential plan running through the Bill. In 
fact, it had no vertebrae at all: it was a sort 
of jellyfish. It ought, of course, to have 
been two separate Bills, because there was 
no organic relationship at ail between the 
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first part and the second part. The only 
explanation for incorporating these tye 
sections in one Bill was that the Minister 
hoped the first part was the sugar on the 
pill of the second part; and the more they 
looked at the first part the more sand they 
saw in the sugar. Therefore, the less dis. 
posed they were to accept the Bill as a whok. 
He was sorry more use had not been made 
of the 1949 Act, because he believed it could 
put into a reasonable condition a very large 
number of houses in Great Britain. He 
would prefer to live in a reconditioned good 
old house rather than in a new house, 
because the old house very often had much 
more personality about it than the garish 
new house possessed. The Minister had 
fallen into irreconcilable positions because 
his central approach to the housing problem 
was wrong. It would have been far better 
had he made a real attempt to use the total 
residential accommodation available. That 
would have brought both parts of the Bill 
together. 

Mr. MAcmILLAN said that the sole pur 
pose of his amendment was to make the 
figure in -the Bill suit the figure in the 
financial resolution approved by the House 
of Commons. He had found Mr. Bevan’s 
remarks valuable and stimulating. With 
regard to the structure of the plan, they 
made the best calculations they could, and 
in the normal way, by negotiation with the 
representatives of the organised local 
authorities. They had a large number of 
meetings. They raised the amount they first 
offered. It was fully appreciated that the 
amount should "be neither too high nor too 
low. They had therefore asked Parliament 
to agree to a financial structure which was 
very flexible in character, and they believed 
it would succeed. If, in the first year or so, 
when they had had the opportunity of seeing 


how it worked out, they found a change | 
was required, they had taken powers, and | 


he or his successor could alter or improve 
or change the financial structure. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Question of Loan Period 


On February 17, Mr. MITCHISON moved 
an amendment which, in respect of the half- 
share of the loan charges on the cost of 
acquiring the site for which the Minister 
and the Government would accept financial 
responsibility, the loan would be assumed 
to be amortised in five years instead of 60. 
He said that although for many borrowing 
purposes the 60-year repayment period was 
convenient and usual, in this case the bor- 
rowing would be temporary, and the actual 
liability of the authority would change con- 
siderably as soon as the patching-up process 
was over, the site cleared, and the new house 
built. What the Minister was really seeking 
to finance was the purely temporary process 
that would last, it was to be hoped, not 
more than five years—perhaps 15 at the 
maximum. It seemed somewhat unsound 
on the face of it, therefore, that though the 
Minister’s contributions would have ceased 
long before the end of the 60 years, the 
local authority should go on paying during 
the whole of that period. 

Mr. MAacmiLian said that the effect of 
the amendment would be enormously to 
increase the grant, which would be concen- 
trated on the five years’ period. So would 
the corresponding contributions of the local 
authority. He did not think it would be 
an attractive proposition to the local author'- 
ties that they should make this enormously 
high contribution over five years instead of 
financing the operation on a 60 years’ basis. 





February 2 





REBU. 


It would 


' authorities 


Further, 
assumed 
amendmen 
be commit 
was normd 
and that th 
be during 
remained, 
was not s¢ 
on redevel 


' local needs 


toads, sch 
be assisted 
—and the’ 
site prepar 
apart from 
developme: 
sold for cc 
in that way 
and flats. 

the benefit 
subsidy wh 
high valu 
covered ei 
house was 
the site w 


Mr. But 
the matte 
amortisati: 
Normal h 
encouragin 
they did 1 
to hang o! 
Poses, As 
modation, 
to get the 
a soon 4 
housing ar 


» Ment cont 
| Was anxio} 
| Properties 

) he ought 1 


y 26 1954 


The only 

these tw 
he Minister 
Igar on the 
> more they 
€ sand they 
he less dis. 
| as a whole, 
; been made 
ved it could 
a very large 
ritain. He 
itioned good 
new house, 
n had much 
| the garish 
linister had 
ons because 
ing problem 
n far better 
ise the total 
lable. That 
of the Bill 


1e sole pur. 
O make the 
zure in the 
7 the House 
Mr. Bevan’s 
ting. With 
/ plan, they 
could, and 
ion with the 
nised local 
; number of 
int they first 
ted that the 
‘igh nor too 
1 Parliament 
> which was 
hey believed 
' year or $0, 
ity of seeing 
d a change 


powers, and | 


or improve 


oO. 


ISON moved 
of the half- 
the cost of 
1e Minister 
pt financial 
be assumed 
tead of 60. 
borrowing 
period was 
se the bor- 
| the actual 
change con- 
-up process 
» new house 
ally seeking 
ary process 
hoped, not 
15 at the 
it. unsound 
though the 
ave ceased 
years, the 
jing during 


e effect of 
mously to 
be concen- 
So would 
f the local 
would be 
al authori- 
‘normously 
instead of 
ears’ basis. 





_ Ment contribution ended. h 
_ Was anxious, as he said he was, to get these 
| Ploperties cleared away as soon as possible, 





February 26 1 954 


THE BUILDER 











O material changes were made in 
planning, the problem being one 

of. re-elevation and internal redecoration. 
A new reinforced concrete retaining wall 
was built to carry the new steel and 
brick construction. The builders were the 
late B. W. Stiles and Woodward and Co. 


(Finsbury), Ltd.- Sub-contractors : 
Steelwork, Redpath Brown and Co., Ltd.; 
bricks, Ibstock Brick and Tile Co., Ltd. ; flooring, 
Semtex, Ltd.; cast stone, Broadmead Products, 
Ltd.; ornamental ironwork, Swanser and Son; 
taience, Leeds Fireclay Co. ; fire escape, Haywards, 
Ltd. ; and floors (structural), Rapid Floor Co., Ltd. 


REBUILDING OF THE “ PRINCE OF WALES,’ HARROW ROAD, W. By Kenneth Lindy, Joseph Hill & Partners. 





It would be as unwelcome to the local 


' authorities as it was to the Government. 


Further, it might perhaps have been 
assumed that the purpose behind the 
amendment was that a local authority would 
be committing itself to site acquisition which 
was normally financed by a 60 years’ loan, 
and that the only Exchequer assistance would 
be during the short period when the house 
remained, of five, six, 10 or 15 years. That 
was not so. Some parts of the area might 
on redevelopment be appropriated to other 
local needs: some of the areas might become 
toads, schools or clinics. All these would 
be assisted by grant at the appropriate rate 
—and they were very generous grants on 
site preparation. But the bulk of the area, 
apart from areas needed for other forms of 
development—and some of which might be 
sold for commercial purposes and recovered 
in that way—would be developed with houses 
and flats. At the moment, they would have 
the benefit of the very high special rate of 
subsidy which was given for sites of specially 
high value. Therefore, they would be 
covered either during the period when the 
house was in use or during the period when 
the site was redeveloped. 


Mr. BLENKINSOP urged reconsideration of 
the matter. If they left the period of 
amortisation at 60 years, which was the 
normal housing period, they would be 
encouraging local authorities to do what 
they did not want them to do: that was, 
to hang on to these houses for housing pur- 
Poses, As long as they used them for accom- 
modation, they would be able to continue 
to get the grant from the Government, but 
a soon as they gave up using them for 
housing and pulled them down, the Govern- 
If the Minister 


he ought not to make it financially attractive 


to loca] authorities to hang on to them, 
which was what he was doing by insisting 
on the inclusion in the Bill of what was 
now regarded as the normal period of amor- 
tisation for ordinary housing purposes. It 
was surely unwise to treat this emergency 
action as on all fours with ordinary new 
housing work. It was important to isolate 
this class of work, and regard it as an unfor- 
tunate necessity that must be done, but it 
was wrong to insist on using the ordinary 
financial terms that to-day were accepted 
as proper for new housing purposes. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said he would be very 
glad to look at the matter again if they 
could make some progress. He thought 
that the Government proposal was the best. 


Mr. BEVAN pointed out that there had 
been varying loan periods. In the 1949 Act, 
in the case of reconditioning grants, he 
thought that the period laid down was 20 
years. Why choose 60 years? He did not 
suggest that five years was right; the Opposi- 
tion put that figure down simply to raise 
the issue in the Committee. If the Minister 
had any other period in mind, they were 
anxious to consider it. 


Mr, MAcMILLAN said Mr. Bevan seemed 
to think they were buying houses. They 
were not. If they were, it would be reason- 
able to amortise the loan on the expected 
life of the property at five, six or 10 years. 
But they were not buying houses; they were 
buying the sites. Although it might be 
terrible to follow precedent, it was long- 
established precedent that when one was 
buying the site the proper period was 60 
years. 

Mr. BeEvAN said that a certain amount 
would be borrowed by the local authority. 


Mr. MAcMILLAN: To buy the site. 
Mr. BEVAN: No, not to buy the site, but 


to patch the house. In any event, I think 
the Minister should look at this point again. 


Mr. MACMILLAN.—I should certainly be 
delighted to do that. 


The amendment was negatived and Clause 
5 was ordered to stand part of the Bill. 


Definition of Separate Dwellings 

Mr. Hay asked for an assurance from the 
Minister that the multiple patchings grant 
made under sub-section 2(b), which deals 
with the annual payments to be made in 
respect of houses of more than one separate 
dwelling, would not be restricted to cases 
where the units which were separately occu- 
pied and which would attract grants were 
necessarily absolutely self-contained. He 
said there might be circumstances where 
there might be separate accommodation, 
and since the local authority had to carry 
out this patching grant in respect of two 
separate dwellings it would be only right 
that there should be a grant available for 
both. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that the question of 
separate dwellings was a matter of the inter- 
pretation which would be made, but what 
he had in mind was that it would be deter- 
mined at the time the house was considered 
for grant and sometimes by a local inquiry 
or whatever other method was chosen. 
Broadly speaking, one must insist that each 
part of the dwelling should draw the grant. 
The part should really have the essential 
elements of a dwelling. It should have 
separate provision for cooking, sleeping and 
living. But the Ministry would not want to 
insist on so strict an interpretation as an 
absolutely self-contained flat, or something 
of that kind, so as to rule out what they 
wanted to do, which was to make the most 
broad and generous use of the grant. It 
was a matter of balance. One would not 
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wish to give a separate grant for, say, a 
bedroom occupied by a lodger, but at the 
same time he would not go to the full ex- 
treme of saying that it must be an absolutely 
separate dwelling such as it would be impos- 
sible to arrange in a house of the kind in 
question, which, ex hypothesi, was on its last 
legs. 

Mr. PaGet asked what was going. to 
happen where there was a shared bathroom 
and lavatory, which was often discussed be- 
fore the courts. Also, suppose the purpose 
of the patchings was precisely to provide 
separate kitchen accommodation? Would 
there not then be separate dwellings when 
that would not otherwise be the case? 


Mr. MACMILLAN said he would look into 
the point, but he did not think it would 
provide any serious difficulty. If they went 
too far in one direction, they would not be 
doing what was right by the people. They 
wanted to get the grant as widely distributed 
as possible. It was a matter of common 
sense. 


The Clause was ordered to stand part of 
the Bill by 23 votes to 19. 


Local Authorities’ Contributions 


On Clause 6 (Local Authorities’ Contribu- 
tions) Mr. MAcCoLL moved an amendment 
to provide that the minimum amount that 
the local authority, regardless of the financial 
position, must pay into the housing revenue 
account, in whatever form it might emerge, 
should be one-third of the Exchequer sub- 
sidy. That proposal, he said, which seemed 
fair, recognised that the responsibility for 
making the scheme a success would fall 
on the local authorities and not on the 
Minister. Why, he asked, had the Govern- 
ment at this stage of work on this type of 
property launched the rather phoney one- 
to-one ratio? Actually the local authorities 
would have to pay much more than one to 
one. The whole history of subsidies showed 
the ratio to have been otherwise. The pre- 
sent subsidy was three to one and the sub- 
sidy on which the main slum clearance pro- 
gramme was carried out under the Act of 
1930 was in most cases more than three to 
one. 

Mr. Marp tes, the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, said that the Bill in no way 
altered the existing subsidy in respect of 
new housing, which remained at three to 
one. He would explain why the ratio was 
three to one in the case of new housing 
and one to one in the case of patching up. 
The amount of money spent by a local 
authority on new housing was not solely at 
the discretion of the authority. The physical 
standards of new houses were fairly rigidly 
laid down by the Government, and, to that 
extent, the Government could determine 
what could be spent by a local authority. 


The Government laid down certain 
standards relating to sanitation, damp 
courses and so on, and all that had to be 
translated into money and paid for by the 
local authority. Consequently, the discre- 
tion of the local authority in the case of 
new housing was within very narrow limits, 
and it was bound to spend a certain mini- 
mum because of the physical standards laid 
down by the Government. The Govern- 
ment had a check on local authorities in two 
ways: first, by reason of the standards which 
they set; and, secondly, because the local 
authorities were paying one part to the 
Government’s three parts and spending 
within the narrow limits over which they 
had discretion, the Government could watch 
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their expenditure as a result of the contri- 
butions which they had to make. 


It was entirely different in the case of 
patching up, for which no physical standards 
whatever were laid down. The local 
authority could spend a little money or a 
lot of money; it could be frugal or very 
extravagant. If the local authority spent a 
lot, the only power the Minister had was 
to make it pay a larger percentage than it 
would normally do, and that gave the local 
authority an incentive to exercise prudence. 
The Minister did not intend to keep a 
meticulous check upon the patching-up 
operations, but he hoped that the 50 per 
cent. contribution which the local authority 
would make would be a sufficient incentive 
—a deterrent as well—to it not to waste 
money. If the contributions by the local 
authorities were reduced to a ratio of one 
to three they would have more incentive to 
spend money on patching because it would 
not be their own money which they were 
spending. His experience while going round 
seeing some of the patching led him to think 
that tremendous pressure would be put on 
local authorities by the inhabitants of 
patched-up houses to spend more money, 
perhaps excessive amounts in some cases. 
It might be that money would be wasted if 
local authorities did not exercise prudence 
and care. The Government believed that 
nothing less than a 50 per cent. contribution 
by the local authorities would be sufficient 
to achieve the purpose which the Minister 
had in mind. 

The closure (moved by Mr. Macmillan) 
was carried by 22 votes to 19, and the 
amendment negatived by the same figure. 

On February 18, the Clause was ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 


Fitness for Habitation 


On Clause 7 (Standard of fitness for 
human habitation), Mr. BEVAN moved to 
omit sub-section (1) and to insert in its place 
the following sub-section:— 

“*(1) For any of the purposes of the principal 
Act a house shall be regarded as unfit for human 
habitation if it is not— 

(a) free from serious dampness; 

(b) satisfactorily lighted and ventilated; 

(c) properly drained and_ provided’ with 
adequate sanitary conveniences and with a sink 
and suitable arrangements for the disposal of 
waste water; 

(d) in good general repair; and has not 

(e) a satisfactory water supply; 

(f) adequate washing accommodation; 

(g) adequate facilities for preparing and cook- 
ing food; 

(A) a well-ventilated food store.” 

Mr. Bevan said that he preferred the 
language of the Central Housing Advisory 
Committee to the language used in the Bill. 
For example, the Bill spoke about “ freedom 
from damp.” That was an absurd use of 
language. They could not have a house 
entirely free from damp. The Central Hous- 
ing Advisory Committee, being more prac- 
tically minded, used the words “free from 
serious dampness,” which were much better. 
He urged the Minister to look at the matter 
again. 

Mr. HENRY BROOKE said that the question 
which they had to decide was whether there 
had been such a tremendous improvement 
in housing conditions since 1946 that they 
could now conscientiously declare that it 
was practicable to enforce those new stand- 
ards laid down by the Miles Mitchell Report. 
Even if there had been a very considerable 
improvement in the housing situation, for 
which they were all thankful, he was bound 
to say that he knew countless people in his 
own constituency of Hampstead who would 
be profoundly grateful if a house was to 
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be offered to them which was fit in all othe 
respects except that it had not got a well. 
ventilated food store. There were certajp 
other items in the Miles Mitcheli Repor 
which were still too particular and to 
specific in relation to conditions of the day. 
If they were to legislate on the precise lines 
recommended by that committee they would 
not find that local authorities considered jt 
reasonable to act in accordance with the 
new standard. It was absolutely essentia| 
to make sure that both Parliament and the 
local authorities had a common mind aboyt 
what constituted unfitness in the presen 
state of progress with housing accommod:- 
tion. He preferred the words in the Bill, 

Mr. GIBSON said that the Report wa 
issued by men widely knowledgeable op 
housing, and the amendment should be 
accepted. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said he did not think jt 
was practicable at the moment to make an 
enforceable standard in the form proposed 
in the amendment. The amendment would 
say that, under the eight conditions of the 


Miles Mitchell Report a house must be > 


regarded as unfit if it did not comply with 
all of them. It might be that there would 
be a time when all that the amendment 
wanted to do would be reasonable to do, 
but at the moment the amendment would 
be an inoperative provision in a very large 
number of towns and even in the country 
districts. 

After further debate, Mr. Macmillan 
moved the closure, which was carried by 24 
votes to 18, and the amendment was neg- 
tived by a similar figure. 


Time-table Motion Moved 


On February 22, Mr. MACMILLAN moved 
the time-table motion on the Bill, which 
provides for the completion of the Con- 
mittee stage by March 18. He said that 


so far there had been ten sittings of the | 
Committee, amounting to 25 hours in all. | 


Six clauses had been discussed out of 3 
total of 44 and five schedules. 
to make progress, some kind of impetus 
must be injected to relieve the strain on 
members and prevent the Bill being un 
reasonably retarded. Under the allocation 
of time motion the Bill would be eight weeks 
in committee. If it were given a third 
reading by Easter it would leave the Com- 
mons nearly six months after its introduc: 


tion. That was a reasonable time for it to 
be subjected to the House and_ public 
opinion. 


The Bill was urgent because its job was 
urgent. The Town and Country Planning 
Bill of 1947 contained 108 clauses and had 
been guillotined after four sittings. It was 
allowed 25 sittings in Standing Committee. 
The present Bill. half its length, would have 
at least 21 to 22 sittings. 

Mr. BEVAN strongly opposed the motion 
and said that the Government had strained 
the procedure of the guillotine in an inex 
cusable manner. The Bill should really 
have been brought forward as two separate 
Bills. The first part had nothing at all to 
do with the second part. The first part 
which primarily concerned local government, 
was almost through, but the second part 
on which the Minister was now preventils 
discussion, was the part which dealt with 


increases of rent for more than half the } 


population. If the House was going to deal 
with the rents of more than half the popula 
tion, the transactions ought to be conducted 
on the floor of the House, where the country 
could know what was happening; but the 
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Minister had decided that that part of the 
roceedings was to be suffocated. 

After prolonged debate, the motion was 
carried by 296 votes to 273—Government 
majority 23. 

Progress of Scottish Committee 


The Scottish Standing Committee, which 
js considering the Housing (Repairs and 
Rents) (Scotland) Bill has made even slower 
rogress than Standing Committee “C.” At 
the end of the fourth sitting, on February 18, 
consideration of Clause 1 had not been 
completed. 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Costs of Private Bills 


On February 16 Mr. NAtty asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
if he would consult with the appropriate 
local government associations in devising 
procedures by which local authorities might 
be relieved of the substantial costs they 
incurred in connection with the Private Bill 
procedure of the House. 

Mr. MarPLes, who replied, said that this 
was a matter for Parliament and was not, 
therefore, one on which it would be appro- 
priate for the Minister to consult local 
authorities. 


Effects of Cold Weather 


On February 16 Mr. LLEWELLYN asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he would appoint a committee 
to investigate and report upon methods of 
minimising the effect of very cold weather 
upon houses in general and their plumbing 
in particular; and whether he was aware that 
some new council houses in Glamorgan were 
insufficiently protected against frost. 

Mr. MaRPLES said the Minister did not 
think it necessary to appoint a committee, 
for he was advised that the recommenda- 
tions in the existing Housing Manuals and 
their technical appendices would provide 
adequate protection if properly applied. He 
was aware that some new council houses in 
Glamorgan had been affected, and had asked 
for a report on these and on a representative 
cross-section of council houses generally. 


Water and Sewerage Grants 


On February 16, Mr. Hurp asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
how much was paid in the years 1951, 1952 
and 1953 in grants for work done under the 
Rural Water and Sewerage Acts. 

Mr. MarpLes said that the respective 
amounts were: £2,040,396; £3,331,819; 
£4,030,634. 


Air Pollution 


On February 16 Mr. PALMER asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
in view of the fact that the existing powers 
available to local authorities.to deal with 
atmospheric pollution were not sufficient, if 
he would introduce legislation of a general 
character to strengthen these powers. 

Mr. MarPLEs said this was one of the 


questions which the Committee on Air 
Pollution was examining. The Minister 
Must await their report. 

London Building 


On February 16 SiR ALFRED Bossom 
asked the Minister of Works if he would 
State the size of the programme for rebuild- 
ing offices in the City of London, and the 
principles on which he selected projects for 
inclusion in the programme. 

_Sim Davip Ecctes said he proposed to 
license sufficient buildings in the City to 
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reach and maintain a balanced output of 
about £1m. work a month. On present 
indications they should achieve this figure 
towards the end of this year or early in 1955. 
The programme would be kept at this level 
by issuing batches of licences from time to 
time and he hoped to give to the developers 
concerned advance notice of the intention 
to issue a licence. 

There were two main classes of applica- 
tions for licences: those for concerns which 
were engaged on work of outstanding 
importance and needed new offices, and 
those where the offices would be built for 
general letting. The latter could only be 
satisfactorily selected on planning grounds, 
and he had asked the City Corporation to 
suggest priorities to him. He had told the 
Corporation that he would issue licences by 
areas if that would help to achieve coherent 
design and development. 


Industrial Research 


On February 16 Mr. HENRY BROOKE 
asked the Minister of Works whether he 
would state the amount of new building and 
civil engineering work done each year since 
1948 for the development of industrial pro- 
duction and research. , 


Sir Davip Ecc Es said that the following 
were the figures: 





Type of Work |1948 1949|1950| 1951 1952)1953 








Current prices in £m. 

1, Factories and Ware- 
houses aes A ey. a > 

2. Electricity, gas, coal 
mines, transport and 
communications (in- 
cluding work done 
by directly employed 


102} 113) 118)*111 





























labour) i e 43} 53) 66} 73} 90! 105 
3. Research one Sas 7 7 9} 12) 12} 11 
TOTAL 120} 135} 177} 198} 220) 227 
Value of work done in ! 
£m. at 1949 prices...) 20] 136) 176) 173) 173] 177 
NOTES 


1. The figures for 1953 include an estimate for December, 
1953. 


2. The second item includes the following: Electricity, 
gas, coal mines, canals, highways, road transport, 
ports and harbours, railways, aviation, telecommuni- 
cations, postal and wireless. 


The figures exclude work done below the free licensing 
limit. 


*In January, 1953, the free limit for industrial work was 
raised from £1,000 to £2,000. 


Furniture Standards 


On February 16, in reply to Mr. Porter, 
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Trade, Mr. HENRY STRAUSS, said that the 
British Standards Institution informed him 
that it had so far licensed 207 furniture 
manufacturers to apply the Kite Mark to 
their furniture. 


Cost of Planning Services 


On February 16 Mr. RENTON asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what would be the cost during the current 
financial year of the planning services of his 
department, including those of regional 
Offices. 


Mr. MAcMILLAN said that the cost of 
planning services to be met out of his 
Department’s Vote during the current finan- 
cial year was estimated at £783,000 and a 
further £656,000 for grants to _ local 
authorities. 


Carlton House Terrace 

On February 18 Mr. SToKEs asked the 
Minister of Agriculture on what basis of cost 
it was decided to make use of the Carlton 
House Terrace site as the new Foreign Office 
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rather than have it developed as a commer- 
cial site for residential flats, hotels and 
offices, it being assumed the Nash. front 
would not be materially altered in either 
case. 


Sir THOMAS DUGDALE said that no final 
plans had yet been submitted to the Com- 
missioners of Crown Lands. He would add 
further that under the County of London 
Development Plan the intention was that 
buildings in this area should be reserved for 
Governmental or institutional use. 


Rebuilding Sea Walls 


On February 18 Mr. MacCo i asked the 
Minister of Agriculture whether he had yet 
completed his consideration of the prac- 
ticability of using coal and chemical refuse 
dumps for rebuilding sea walls; and what 
conclusion he had reached. 


Sir THOMAS DUGDALE said that in the 
course of their work along the East Coast, 
River Boards had used any material which 
proved suitable in rebuilding the sea walls 
and which could be transported at reasonable 
cost. Slag from the Steel Works at Scun- 
thorpe was used on the Lincolnshire Coast; 
and ashes mixed with chalk were used along 
the North Kent Coast. Experiments in the 
use of colliery waste proved -unsuccessful. 
The use of this waste material was in any 
case severely restricted by the high cost of 
haulage from the source of supply to the 
coast. 


Communal Shelters 


On February 18 Mr. PALMER asked the 
Home Secretary if he would give permission 
for the demolition of communal air-raid 
shelters in back streets in the Eston urban 
district because of the long-standing nuisance 
caused to residents and the unsuitability of 
such shelters for serious protection against 
aerial attack in the event of another war. 


Sir Davip MAXWELL FYFE said he was 
advised that the communal shelters at Eston 
would give much better protection than a 
house against an attack with either high- 
explosive or atomic bombs, and he regretted 
that he was unable to agree that they should 
be demolished. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Development by Government 
Departments 


CircuLaR No. 11/54, “Development by 
Government Departments,” issued to local 
authorities by the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, states that the existing 
procedure under which conflict of develop- 
ment by one Government Department with 
the interests of other Government Depart- 
ments is avoided has been reviewed, and it 
has been agreed with the Departments con- 
cerned, and after consultation with the Local 
Authority Associations concerned, that an 
economy can be achieved by making use of 
the information held by Local Planning 
Authorities for their normal functions when 
Notice of Proposed Development is given in 
accordance with Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning Circular 100. 


The Appendix to the Circular gives details 
of the changes in the method of consultation 
necessary for operating this extension of the 
Circular 100 procedure. 


Consultation between Government Depart- 
ments will continue’ to be carried out direct 
in accordance with paragraph 3 of Circular 
100, but local authorities are still asked to 
bring to the notice of the Divisional Road 
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Engineer any proposals likely to affect exist- 
ing or proposed trunk roads. 

The Forestry Commission do not consult 
local authorities under Circular 100 on their 
proposals to afforest land. There is no in- 
tention to alter this, but in future they will 
notify local planning authorities of their 
proposals for the purpose of avoiding conflict 
with development by other Government De- 
partments. Some Departments, such as the 
National Parks Commission will send to 
appropriate local planning authorities maps 
showing the extent of their interest for the 
purpose of this scheme. 

The revised arrangements will come into 
operation on March 1 next. 


LAW REPORT 


Appeal for Damages Against Builders 
Dismissed 
COURT OF APPEAL. 


BEFORE THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE AND LORDS 
JUSTICES SINGLETON AND HoDsoNn, 


H. J. Wingrove’s Executor v. 
Prestige and Co. 


(THE question whether builders, who had 

erected scaffolding against which a 
clerk of works bumped his head, were liable 
for damages by reason of a breach of the 
Building Regulations was the main point in 
an appeal brought on behalf of Mr. Henry 
James Wingrove (65), of Haverhill-road, 
Balham, SW, in the Court of Appeal on 
February 19. 

Mr. Wingrove, against whom judgment 
was given a year ago by Mr. Justice Hilbery 
in favour of Prestige and Co., Ltd., builders, 
of Grosvenor-road, London, SW, died on 
July 7, 1953, after he had given notice of 
appeal. His son, as executor, prosecuted the 
appeal, which was dismissed. 

Mr. Wingrove had claimed damages for 
injury he suffered when, on the building site 
of a new school at Harrow Weald in 1950, 
he bumped his head against a projecting 
scaffold pole while leaving one of the build- 
ings. As a result of the accident he lost the 
sight of his right eye. He was already blind 
in the left eye following an accident in 1912. 


In 1950 Mr. Wingrove was clerk of works 
at the school for Middlesex County Council. 

The judge, in dismissing his claim, held 
that the builders were not liable at common 
law as Mr. Wingrove knew of the “ danger.” 
His lordship also found there was no breach 
of the Building Regulations. 

Giving judgment, on the appeal, the Lord 
Chief Justice, Lord Goddard, said the 
judge’s findings on common law duty by the 
builders had not been challenged by the 
appellant, but it was contended there had 
been a breach of Regulation 5 of the Build- 
ing Regulations. This provided for the pro- 
vision of suitable and sufficient scaffolding 
and of a safe means of access to places of 
work. 

His lordship, who had earlier commented 
that the Building Regulations had nothing to 
do with the case, said it was obvious the 
accident did not occur through any defect in 
the scaffolding, as Mr. Wingrove was not 
using the scaffold. 


The words of the regulation, he said, were 
clearly confined to the contractors’ own 
workmen, and as Mr. Wingrove was not 
employed by them, he had no cause of 


action under the regulation. The appeal 
failed. 
Lords Justices Singleton and Hodson 


agreed that the appeal should be dismissed. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Successful Appeal Against City’s Refusal 
to Allow Offices on Thames Frontage 


FFOLLOWING a public inquiry held at the 

Guildhall, London, before Mr. A. D. 
Parham, FRIBA, ARICS, MTPI, the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government has 
allowed the appeal of the General Steam 
Navigation Co., Ltd., against a decision of 
the City of London Corporation not to allow 
the erection of a block of offices on the com- 
pany’s war-damaged site at Brewers’ Quay, 
Lower’ Thames-street, adjoining the Tower 
of London. 

The reason given by the Corporation for 
their refusal was that the proposed use would 
contravene the suggested waterside commerce 
zoning indicated in the Development Plan 
and would have the effect of destroying port 
facilities formerly provided in London. 

It is understood that this is the first time 
that the City of London Development Plan 
has been upset on appeal. 

The appellants were represented at the 
inquiry by Mr. W. L. Roots; Mr. R. D. 
Stewart Brown appeared on behalf of the 
City of London Corporation. 

Mr. Roots, in opening for the Company, 
said that his clients had been established in 
the area for a century and owned several 
wharves along the river, operating 70 vessels 
engaged in the Continental trade. They 
also operated the well-known pleasure 
steamers sailing between Tower Pier and east 
coast resorts, which had been a feature of 
London’s life for many years. 

They wished to have the right to erect a 
block of offices on the site for the following 
reasons :— 

(1) To satisfy their need for increased 
office accommodation. 

(2) To concentrate under one roof all 
their departments, which were at present 
housed in various separate buildings. 

(3) To provide better facilities for passen- 
gers waiting to embark on the pleasure 
steamers, who at present had to queue in the 
open along the wall of the Tower of London. 

These requirements would all be satisfied 
by the erection of the proposed office block. 

Mr. R. G. Grout, director and secretary 
of the appellant company, was then called 
by Mr. Roots and said in evidence that this 
was not a Suitable site for wharfage develop- 
ment owing to the close proximity of Tower 
Pier and the Customs House Quay. The 
company considered that the erection of an 
office block on the site would add to the 
amenities of the river frontage. He pro- 
duced plans showing a possible layout of 
the site for office purposes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Stewart Brown, 
the witness said that owing to the cost of 
developing the site for wharfage purposes 
such development would be uneconomic 
from his company’s point of view. 

Mr. H. R. J. WEBSTER, FRICS, FAI, also 
gave evidence and expressed the opinion 
that development of the site for office pur- 
poses was desirable in order to preserve the 
amenities of the Tower Hill area. Further- 
more, the value of the site could only be 
fully realised if developed for offices. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Stewart 
Brown, he gave details of the claim agreed 
in respect of Development Value under Part 
ar the Town and Country Planning Act, 

In opening the case for the Corporation, 
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Mr. Stewart Brown called the City Planning 


Officer, Mr. H. A. MEALAND, FRIBA, MTP} 
who said that the site was scheduled for 
waterside commerce in the Development 
Plan, and it was not envisaged in the state. 
ment accompanying the Development Plan 
that the appeal site should be used for any 
other purpose than wharfage. Both the 
Minister of Transport and the Board of 
Trade had expressed concern at the possible 
loss of deep-water berthing facilities. 

Cross-examined, he stated that the Cor- 
poration were most anxious to preserve as 
much as possible of the river frontage for 
waterside commerce, particularly having re. 
gard to the proposals for the re-alignment 
of Upper Thames-street, which at the Black- 
friars end would of necessity deprive wharf- 
ing interests of river frontage. He agreed 
that this scheme might, to some extent, be 
prejudiced if Billingsgate Market were not 
re-sited, but stressed that the development 
of the appeal site as a shipping berth was in 
no way dependent upon the Thames-street 
proposals. 

In his closing submission, Mr. STEWwart 
BROWN contended that ample office sites 
were available elsewhere in the City and 
that all riverside frontage should be used 
for river purposes. 

Mr. Roots, in reply, submitted that the 
proposed office building was for the use of 
a company with a good claim to be in the 
area, and that the site should not be steri- 
lized for unprogrammed development. 


Minister’s Decision 

In announcing his decision the Minister 
states that he is impressed by the fact that 
the General Steam Navigation Co., Ltd, 
after many years’ experience, have decided 
that the use of Brewers’ Quay as a wharf 
is not a practical proposition. He has‘no 
doubt but that, if it is not a practical pro- 
position for them, it is not likely to be a 
practical proposition for anyone else. In 
these circumstances he sees no purpose in 
insisting that the property should be re- 
developed as a wharf. The use proposed by 
the company, on the other hand, presents 
obvious advantages. It serves the interests 
of the company and their passengers ad- 
mirably and provides an opportunity for 
improving the environs of the Tower, which 
would be likely to be adversely affected by 
a warehouse. The Minister notes with 
satisfaction that the company are conscious 
of the need for giving careful thought to 
the architectural treatment of the building, 
and that they propose to set it back from 
the waterfront so as to avoid obscuring the 
view of the Tower from London Bridge and 
to provide a public promenade at this 
vantage point on the river. 

Accordingly the Minister has decided to 
allow the appeal and he hereby grants per- 
mission for the erection of an office building 
on the site of Brewers’, Chester and Galley 
Quays, Lower Thames-street, in the City of 
London, the siting, design and external 
appearance of the building, and the means 
of access thereto, to be as may be deter- 
mined by the Minister. 


Minister Refuses to Confirm Hull 
Compulsory Purchase Order 

HuLL Town PLANNING COMMITTEE have 
learned that the Corporation has been 
refused permission to compulsorily acquire 
land in De La Pole-street, Hedon-road, Hull, 
on which to build a new City Coroner’s 
Court and a mortuary. This is the decision 
of the Minister of Housing and Local Gov- 
ernment. A public inquiry into the proposed 
order was held in the city in October last. 
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INTERIOR LIGHTING 


The Problem of Inter-refiection 


A PAPER on “Studies in Interior Light- 
4% ing” was given by Mr. J. M. Waldram 
at a meeting of the Illuminating Engineering 
Society, held at the Lighting Service Bureau, 
2, Savoy Hill, WC2, on January 12. 

Mr. WALDRAM concentrated his remarks 
on three problems, namely adaptation and 
apparent brightness; the revealing of form 
and texture; and emphasis. The mechanism 
of interior lighting was followed from the 
three basic parameters; the light released in 
the interior, the geometry, and the reflection 
properties of the surfaces involved. These 
interacted in several stages to form a “ gross 
pattern of luminance and_ chromaticity.” 
Thereafter the process was divided into two 
branches for convenience. The _ gross 
luminance pattern provided the adaptation 
level, as the result of which the eyes inter- 
preted the pattern as a “ gross pattern of 
apparent brightness and colour” from which 
derived colour harmony, adequacy, emphasis 
and comfort. Along the second branch, the 
gross luminance pattern (which included the 
light sources) produced at any point a 
“spatial distribution of incident light,” from 
which, and other factors, derived for any 
solid object a structure pattern composed 
of modelling pattern, and shadow pattern. 
The structure pattern, modified by the 
texture pattern, formed the detailed pattern 
of luminance and chromaticity interpreted 
according to the adaptation level as a de- 
tailed pattern of apparent brightness and 
colour responsible for the revealing of form 
and texture. 

Regarding adaptation and apparent bright- 
ness, Mr. Waldram felt that it was shown 
in many situations that values of luminance 
were quite anomalous as judged by visual 
impressions. It was however found that a 
scale of “ apparent brightness,” first derived 
by Hopkinson, which took into account the 
effects of adaptation, resulted in reasonably 
consistent numbers linking together experi- 
ence in many different situations, ranging 
from full daylight outdoors to street lighting, 
and resolved the anomalies. It appeared 
from the curves defining the scale that there 
should be a rather insensitive range of abso- 
lute level, which diminished with increasing 
luminance and vanished altogether in the 
levels found in full daylight outdoors. The 
curves provided means for translating 
apparent brightnesses into luminance and 
vice versa. Figures of apparent brightness 
could be used to express the intentions of an 
architect in any interior, and they could then 
be translated into luminance. 


DESIGN OF INSTALLATIONS 


A step which might be important was the 
finding of a simple method of designing the 
installation to produce a required brightness 
pattern. If the problem was approached in 
the opposite direction from the usual one, 
starting with the apparent brightness and 
deriving the installation, the very complex 
mechanism could be negotiated simply, and 
inter-reflection theory avoided. 

Discussing the revealing of form and tex- 
ture, Mr. Waldram stated that if a small 
plane test plate were turned about into dif- 
ferent orientations in an interior, its illu- 
mination generally varied as a result of the 
spatial distribution of incident light. Thus 
@ solid matt object displayed a modelling 
pattern due to the interaction of its geo- 
metrical shape with this distribution. Model- 
ling effects had been studied, and a modelling 
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index devised which appeared to accord 
with experience. Experiments had been 
made to determine the modelling index cor- 
responding to describable degrees of model- 
ling. The bearing of modelling upon the 
designs of lighting installations were explored 
and possible methods discussed for achieving 
it. 

Emphasis was a more elusive quantity. 
In some respects it was catered for in the 
design of the pattern of apparent brightness; 
but modelling, shadow contrast and colour 
difference all contributed to it. No numerical 
basis for emphasis had been put forward, but 
work on it was in hand. 

In appendices to the paper, special terms 
used in it are defined, details are given of 
procedure in examining lighted interiors, and 
the method of calculation of an installation 
to provide a specified pattern of apparent 
brightness is described. 


DEVELOPMENT IN THE 
ARAB CITY OF KUWAIT 


Town Plan Outlined at Housing Centre 
Meeting 


At a recent meeting at the Housing Centre, 
Mr. P. W. MaAcFARLANE, FRICS, 
MTPI, and Mr. ANTHONY MINOPRIO, 
FRIBA, MTPI, planning consultants to the 
Kuwait Government, described the planning 
of Kuwait, the capital of the small Arab 
state on the Persian Gulf which has acquired 
great wealth in recent years owing to the 
development of its oil resources. 


Mr. MACFARLANE said Kuwait was one of 
the smallest states in existence and rather 
off the beaten track. Its size was about the 
same as that of Yorkshire and the popula- 
tion about 200,000. The future develop- 
ment of the town would necessitate the 
moving of the airport further away from the 
centre. .Almost overnight the country had 
become one of the richest in the world, 
particularly in proportion to its size. The 
first barrel of oil was produced from the 
local oilfield in 1946, and now the oilfield 
represented about one-sixth of the crude oil 
resources of the world. Practically 60 per 
cent. of the crude oil imported into Britain 
in 1953 had come from Kuwait. 


Although the British were in Kuwait 
chiefly for commercial enterprise, they had 
some political control, but the state was an 
independent sheikdom, with a special treaty 
relationship with Britain. The Kuwait 
people had made it clear that the British 
were there as advisers and experts and not 
as rulers. 


The town of Kuwait, said Mr. Macfarlane, 
was enclosed by a magnificent wall contain- 
ing a series of bastions and gates. The wall 
was built in 1929, when it was thought there 
was a danger of invasion by one of the 
fanatical tribes of Saudi Arabia. Inside the 
wall was a typical Middle East town, con- 
sisting largely of a huddle of mud and 
rubble houses. These dwellings were mostly 
without many windows or other openings, 
and the walls were made of mud 2 ft. thick 
to keep out the heat and sun. The roofs 
were flat and many people slept out on them. 
Outside the town were a large number of 
Bedouin tents and small shacks, much scat- 
tered about, and a few small houses of 
rubble. 


There was very little rainfall in Kuwait, 
and up to recently most of the water used 
in the town had been imported by boat; but 
now the town had its first local water 
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scheme. Despite the absence of water 
supply or proper sewerage, it was a very 
hygienic town. 


The preparation of the town plan was 
started in 1951. The bases of the plan 
were: (1) a convenient road system; (2) the 
redevelopment of the central area for com- 
mercial purposes; (3) the construction out- 
side the walls of a number of neighbourhood 
units, self-contained, and (4) the zoning of 
the outer land. : 

A big general hospital had already been 
built, very attractive homes for old people 
were being erected, a very Jarge secondary 
boarding school had been built in the area 
zoned for educational purposes, and a num- 
ber of elementary schools constructed. 

A large tuberculosis hospital containing 
250 beds was now in use, and plans for 
housing and a large police building had been 
approved. Also built and in operation was 
the first unit of a water distillation plant. 
This provided about four gallons per head 
of population per 24 hours, as against the 
average consumption in this country of 50 
to 60 gallons: per head for all purposes. 
Another unit was being constructed, and 
probably this would not be the end of the 
water distillation scheme. A large electric 
power station was under construction and 
probably another would be required. These 
would probably be fuelled by the natural 
gas of the oilfield. 


In addition to a huge schools programme, 
there were plans for a sports stadium for 
the children, a technical college costing 
about the equivalent of £2 millions (to be 
started in 1954), and two large camps, one 
for Europeans and the other for natives. 


Other projects included another large 
general hospital, a brick-making plant, a 
soil research station, a building research 
station, a meat market, railway station, with 
hotel and guest house. Many of the old 
mosques were being improved and many 
mew ones built. Water towers were being 
erected at various points. 


The execution of the plan was in the 
hands of the Public Works Department of 
the Kuwait Government, and a number of 
British building contracting and civil engi- 
neering firms were working on it. 


Describing the housing programme, Mr. 
MINopRIO said the consultants and the local 
authorities felt that the layouts should not 
be of a Western character but partly Arab, 
partly Kuwait. The type of house to be 
built was “L”-shaped, with the long axis 
running north and south and the bedrooms 
facing east and west. There would be a 
mixture of types of construction and design. 
Some houses would have flat, some pitched 
roofs, and the main construction would be 
of reinforced concrete, concrete blocks, mud, 
or even some coral. Roofs would be of 
12-ft. long bamboo, first covered with mat- 
ting and then 6 in. of mud, which would 
give very good insulation against the heat. 


They hoped that as the local water supply 
scheme was developed the spaces between 
the houses would be tree planted. 


The schools which had been planned were 
to be air-conditioned and would have long 
corridors designed to keep the sun off the 
walls of the classrooms. The outside walls 
would be protected from the sun by brick 
grilles. It was intended to build a central 
kitchen to serve all the schools with meals, 
the food to be conveyed in lorries, some of 
which would travel 30 miles. 


Mr. Minoprio said that 30 elementary 
schools were to be built. 
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Current Problems of 
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a Property Manager 


A Paper Read at the RICS 


MPHE passing of land and property owner- 

ship from individuals to corporate 
bodies, either by means of compulsory 
acquisition or vesting by Government and 
local authorities, or by means of purchase 
by big investment corporations such as 
insurance companies and pension funds, was 
referred to by MR. FREDERICK W. KENCHING- 
TON, FRICS, FAI, in a _ paper entitled 
“Current Problems of a Property Manager,” 
which he read at a meeting of the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors on 
February 1. 

“The passing,” he said, “of the private 
estate owner, much deplored by all in private 
practice, not only because of the loss of 
immediate income from the collection of 
rents but because our ‘basic raw material’ 
for valuations, surveys and sales from time 
immemorial is passing also, is indeed, in my 
opinion, the symptom of most of the 
problems bearing acutely upon us. Taxa- 
tion in the forms of death duties, income 
tax and indirect taxes is rapidly reducing 
the capital of every private individual, 
whether he be a Lord of the Manor or a 
humble, thrifty worker, and without some 
liquid capital the ownership of property 
becomes a burdensome and difficult problem. 


The Plight of the Owner 

“Is it possible for this trend to be stopped 
and for the little investor to be attracted 
back to the propery market? In my humble 
opinion the answer is emphatically ‘No,’ 
because legislation relating to the restriction 
of rents, the restrictions of planning and all 
the other rules and regulations have taken 
away the incentive of ownership and the 
possible increment of capital value. At one 
time the owner of a few houses was looked 
up to with respect by his neighbours and 
tenants, but now the landlord is considered 
to be almost a criminal and fair game for 
any and every political party. No other 
investor has had to endure the restrictions 
and sudden attacks of legislation (such as 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
imposed almost overnight) as the property 
owner, and his whole efforts, and those of 
his professional advisers, have been a fight 
for mere existence.” 

On the question of the repairs problem, 
Mr. Kenchington said: “The 13} million 
individual dwellings, i.e., houses and flats, in 
Great Britain, however, are a great material 
asset and the greatest problem of all 
property managers to-day, whether they be 
in private practice or acting on behalf of 
investment trusts or local authorities, is that 
of proper maintenance. The deterioration 
referred to by every writer and speaker on 
this subject during the last eight years has 
got steadily, if not rapidly, worse, and unless 
it is remedied in the immediate future the 
enormous sums of money being expended on 
new houses will virtually have been wasted. 
The immediate causes of, this appalling 
deterioration are well known to all, and it 
is generally agreed that the basic trouble is 
the continuance of the long-out-dated system 
of rent control. The courageous effort now 
about to be made by our present Govern- 
ment should bring about some measure of 
success, if the Bill is amended in accordance 
with the advice of our Parliamentary Com- 
mittee and is given the unstinted support of 
house-owners ard local authorities.” 

After giving an account of what had been 
done by the City of Birmingham in its efforts 


to solve the problem of slum property and 
how it had affected the property manager in 
private practice, Mr. Kénchington went on 
to refer to what he termed the other national 
problem most affecting the property man- 
ager: the fundamental difference in the 
conflict of rural and urban demands. On 
this subject he continued: 

“Unfortunately, one must admit that the 
problem can only be solved by careful and 
well-balanced planning, and immediately this 
raises the ugly spectre of balancing the hard- 
ship to certain individuals against the 
benefit to the State. The development plans 
now pouring into Whitehall contain many 
grandiose and extravagant schemes for fine 
new civic centres, the provision of open 
spaces, and so on, but few contain proposals 
for the immediate redevelopment of under- 
devéloped sites within the towns and cities. 
The zoning of large areas of mixed develop- 
ment, generally including a number of 
dwellings as ‘an area under consideration 
for comprehensive development’ or ‘an 
area for local government purposes,’ in fact 
any material change in the existing user, 
tends to increase the immediate problem of 
the proper maintenance of our dwelling- 
houses by creating uncertainty in the minds 
of property owners and thereby lessening 
any inducement that may exist to keep 
property in good condition. Thus we have 
completed the full circle. It seems nonsense 
to me, however, for the development plans 
of, say, the City of Birmingham and the 
adjoining boroughs classified as the ‘Conur- 
bation (a ghastly word) of the West Mid- 
lands,’ to be considered separately from 
those of the adjoining counties of Warwick, 
Worcester, Stafford and Shropshire; and 
although there has been some co-ordination 
amongst the various planning authorities, 
the clash of local interests seems to be 
of greater importance than the need of the 
nation. It is to be hoped that the Minister 
is refraining from giving approval to these 
various plans until the general picture can 
be seen quite clearly, for to quote Sir James 
Turner, president of the National Farmers’ 
Union, ‘A statesman’s. error of judgment, 
though costly, may be redeemed by a later 
generation. But those who to-day extend 
our cities over farmland to meet immediate 
needs, thus increasing our burden of over- 
heads while reducing our _ productive 
resources, are taking a decision which future 
planners will find virtually irretrievable. If 
we make a mistake in this matter, history 
will show us no mercy.’ 


Commercial Buildings 


“ The problems arising in the management 
of estates of commercial buildings are, of 
course, entirely different from those experi- 
enced by the housing manager. In cities 
that have lost large blocks of commercial 
properties through war damage there has 
been an unprecedented demand for shop and 
office accommodation, with the result that 
rents have soared, and in some special posi- 
tions in Birmingham these now exceed six 
times the rents ruling in pre-war days. Most 
of these high rents have been paid by com- 
mercial firms liable-to the payment of the 
excess profits tax, and who therefore are not 
particularly concerned with overheads (since 
in effect the ‘Government’ meet 74 per 
cent. of whatever extra rent they may pay). 
The result is that professional men, especially 
those with incomes pegged by out-of-date 
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scales of charges, have been unable to pay 
the rents of centra] properties and the more 
modern blocks, and have been forced ty 
rent offices in secondary positions, and jp 
some instances converted suburban houses, 
These high rents have sometimes been cop. 
sidered to be peak figures, but it is now 
evident that unless building costs are reduced 
considerably, it will not be possible to |g 
accommodation in new buildings at any 
lesser rate if a proper return is to be obtained 
on the capital outlay, so that the peak 
figures appear to have come to stay. When 
a number of new buildings have bee 
erected, there will presumably be a tendency 
for lessees to move from the older and more 
inconvenient buildings, and this should have 
the effect of reducing rentals. It seems, there. 
fore, that for a long-term policy it is better 
to retain the goodwill of old-established 
lessees by not seeking to obtain the lay 
possible penny in rent but by charging only 
a reasonable figure. ‘ 

“The cost of services and heating, lighting 
of passages, and cleaning, has increased s9 
considerably in the last four or five years, 
that it is essential to keep a careful check on 
these items, and to provide for the adjust. 
ment of rents to meet these rising costs 
where this is not already provided for in the 
leases. 
Cleaning Buildings 

“The problem of keeping the buildings 
properly cleaned, and thereby satisfying the 
tenants, can only be achieved by constant 
supervision. In Birmingham, as in certain 
other cities, we have a great influx of star- 
lings at sunset each evening during summer 
and winter, and it has been necessary to 
provide wire cages to all chimneys and down- 
spouts to prevent the birds falling down and 
causing either obstruction or a considerable 
amount of dirt should they get into a room. 


ledges has also to be considered, for if the 
droppings are left for any length of time 
they not only become most obnoxious but 
they affect the stonework quite seriously. 
Several of the buildings in the centre of 
Birmingham have been fitted with electrified 
wires along each ledge that might possibly 
be used for roosting, and this seems to have 


had the desired effect, though the initial | 


cost is very heavy and the maintenance of 
the system is an added responsibility. 

“The security of tenure proposed by the 
Landlord and Tenant Bill should not, in my 
opinion, operate harshly against a good land- 
lord, provided that no actual limitation of 
rents is imposed by the Courts under 
Section 34, 

“A problem which often confronts a 
managing agent is whether he should advise 
his client to grant long or short leases or to 
permit the tenants to have options to break 
at stated intervals. If the lessor is a com- 
pany or corporate body seeking a steady 
long-term investment, it would seem desir: 
able to grant a long Jease without options 
especially in view of the possible effect of 
the revaluation for rating under the Local 
Government Act, 1948. The attraction of 
short leases is that they allow rents to be 
adjusted to keep pace with rising values, and 
for most individual lessors this procedure is 
preferable, for, in the event of the property 
having to be sold, possession might be a) 
important factor. 

“In recent weeks we have read with cot- 
siderable interest, and the usual bewilder- 
ment, the Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 
and Landlord and Tenant Bill. We have 
also benefited from an explanation of the 
former Bill by the Minister, and ar 
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encouraged to know that any amendments 
put forward by this Institution will be given 
full consideration. It is not part of my 
instructions, nor am I qualified, to discuss 
the various proposals, but it does seem 
evident that the Government have adopted 
the advice given by Sir Edward Gillett on 
the vexed question of leasehold reform. It 
will be a great relief to all managers of long 
Jeaseholds when the existing state of uncer- 
ninty arising out of the Leasehold Property 
(Temporary Provisions) Acts is terminated, 
and it becomes possible to arrange for 
accrued dilapidations to be dealt with and 
paid for by the lessees either in a lump sum 
or by instalments. I have no doubt that we 
shall have a masterly exposition of the Land- 
jord and Tenant Bill by some learned 
member of the Institution and an erudite 
discussion of benefit to members. 

“One of the problems of my professional 
career has always been to keep up to date 
with new legislation, and in company with 
many others I am always grateful to the 
Associates and other members of the Insti- 
tution whose keen minds can dissect the legal 
jargon and make it understandable to the 
lay mind.” 


THE INDUSTRY’S TASK 


Warning Against Complacency 

Mr. G. W. GROSVENOR, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, told the annual general meeting 
of the North-Western Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers at Morecambe on 
February 20 that the building industry had 
rightly been praised for the success of its 
efforts during 1953. This was due first to 
an increase in the supplies of materials, and 
second to the absorption of that increase 
on the many thousands of sites all over 
“Lest there should be any 


now on the industry will compare output 
not with that of 1953 or 1952—nor, indeed, 
with that of any post-war year—but with 
that of the later inter-war years,” said the 
president. 
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AUSTRALIAN BUILDERS’ TOUR 


Study of World Production Methods 
From a Correspondent 


WITH THE oBJECT of studying production 
methods and new materials in use overseas, 
an Australian industry productivity team will 
leave Sydney by air on February 27 for Singa- 
pore on the first stage of a comprehensive 
tour. 

Leader of the team is Lt.-Col. W. R. G. 
Longmuir, managing director of W. O. Long- 
muir and Son Pty., Ltd.. of Hawthorn, Vic- 
toria. Lt.-Col. Longmuir is also senior vice- 
president of the Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion of Victoria. With him are 19 other 
representatives of the Australian building 
trade from various Australian States, and the 
tour will be managed by Mr. John H. 
O’Keeffe, executive director of the Building 
Industry Congress of Melbourne. 


The team will study new developments in 
the trade so that any suitable advance ideas 
may be adapted to Australian conditions. 
Subjects to be studied include site organisa- 
tion and scheduling; plant and equipment 
used by trades in the various countries, and 
the extent to which contractors pool their 
equipment; contract bonds entered 
into by builders; and corporate surety- 
ship; insured mortgage schemes _ for 
home building; the training of supervisors 
and tradesmen; matters concerning precon- 
struction collaboration, and the relationship 
between contract and sub-contractor/archi- 
tect; the use of light-weight materials in build- 
ing; and building codes and their administra- 
tion. 


After leaving Malaya, the team will visit 
India, Italy, France and Great Britain, and 
in London arrangements have been made for 
conferences and visits to building centres. 
On April 17, the team will leave by air for 
the U.S.A.. Toronto will also be visited, and 
on the journey home a call will be made at 
Honolulu. 


The Australian building trade, which re- 
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cently experienced a revival of business fol- 
lowing a period of about 12 months of 
reduced activity, expects that the tour will 
be sufficiently fruitful of ideas to add further 
stimulus to one of the country’s most im- 
portant secondary industries. 


WAGES AND PROFITS 
Operatives’ Statements Refuted 


A SENSE of discipline was one of the crying 
needs of the building industry to-day and no 
operative worth his salt need be out of work, 
said ALD. F. W. SHEPHERD, of York, at the 
dinner of the Hull Association of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, on February 17. 

No one wanted to see the old days return 
when men feared the sack, he said. They 
were going to have to consider the whole 
question of the wages structure to provide 
some incentive for workmen to give of their 
best. The whole matter was still under con- 
sideration, he added. Dealing with the asser- 
tion by the operatives, in their higher wage 
claims, that the industry could afford to pay 
them more and without passing the cost 
to the public, Ald. Shepherd said that 
profits were small in relation to the wage 
increases which had taken place. 

‘“* There should be some incentive in output 
to balance the increase of wages asked for. 
We pay so much an hour but if we want to 
improve output we have to pay something 
in the way of incentives,” he said. 

THE SHERIFF OF HULL (Coun. B. Svenson), 
who is a past-president of the Yorkshire 
Federation and also of the Hull Building 
Trades Employers’ Association, said the 
year had been one of fulfilment for the in- 
dustry due to freer markets and they had 
more than fulfilled the housing programme 
of the Government and at the same time 
maintained school and factory building. 
There had been no chaos and no price in- 
flation and all this had been done without 
making unduly heavy demands on the labour 
market. 








Our picture shows Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, FIOB, 
chairman of the Standing Committee for the training of 
General Foremen, greeting M. Charles foncquez, leader of 


the French party, at the NFBTE headquarters. 


FRENCH BUILDERS’ VISIT 
Interest in Foremanship Training 


GREAT INTEREST has been taken by the French Build- 
ing Federation in the second report for the Training of 
General Foremen, published in November last, and a 
delegation from that Federation recently spent four days 
in London to study the methods of training in this 
country. The delegation, which arrived on February 16, 
included members of the French Federation holding 
National or Regional office and officials of the Federa- 
tion concerned with education and training. There have 
been discussions with representatives of the National 
Federation, visits to building sites to study the exact 
natures of the duties performed by a general foreman in 
this country, and visits to technical colleges which had 
organised successful courses in general foremanship. The 
French delegates also had an interesting meeting with 
the members of the Standing Committee for the Train- 
ing of General Foremen, at which they were advised of 


the methods by which candidates for training are selected 


On. the February 19. 


right is Mr. F. M. Sleeman, CBE, chairman of the National 
Federation Education and Training Committee. 


and how suitable lecturers for these courses are obtained. 
A visit to the Building Research Station was made on 
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‘Commencement of Building 
Under the Planning Acts 


From a Legal Correspondent 


JRFADERS may remember the coming of 

the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, and the importance of the “ appointed 
day,” July 1, 1948, in relation to develop- 
ment that was partly completed at that date. 
Buildings in course of erection, providing 
they were in conformity with planning 
principles, could be duly completed without 
the payment of development charge and to 
the knowledge of the writer it was not un- 
common to see two lines of bricks set one 
on top of the other which, in the opinion 
of their owner, but not necessarily the 
Central Land Board, formed the first visible 
signs of a super cinema or even an ordinary 
dwelling house. The value of escaping 
development charge led to one important 
Court case which reached the House of 
Lords and at least two relevant Ministerial 
decisions which can be examined later after 
their relevance has been explained. 

It was important for the purpose of 
defining an unfinished building to decide 
when it became a building. Does the 
preliminary work involved which may 
constitute demolition of existing premises, 
preparation of the site by levelling, digging 
trial trenches and formation of the carriage- 
way, count towards the formation of the 
building or is brick and mortar the sole 
indicative? 

The position is equally relevant in relation 
to another crucial date, November 18, 1952, 
for by the Government White Paper and 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1953, 
S. I. development charge was abolished in 
relation to development commenced on or 
after that date. The result is that it may be 
profitable to the developer for a building 
to be commenced before July 1, 1948, but 
not completed but it is unprofitable for one 
to be commenced before November 18, 1952, 
because in this case development charge 
would still be payable. 


Different Wording 


The position is complicated by the fact 
that the wording of the two Acts is different. 
The section which relates to unfinished 
buildings refers to “any works for the 
erection or alteration of a _ building,” 
whereas the 1953 Act is concerned with the 
date on which the “ operation,” in this case 
a building operation, was begun. This 
distinction may conceivably cause differ- 
ences of interpretation which may lead to 
further Court decisions. 

In the House of Lords case, London 
County Council v. Marks and Spencer, Ltd., 
and others, it was decided that “ works for 
the erection of a building” could include 
such preliminary work as demolition of 
existing buildings and clearance of the site. 
A more detailed description of the works 
was “the demolition, clearing of the base- 
ment so as to be incorporated in the new 
building, the erection of hoardings and a 
gate and the preparation for building a new 
building, i.e., the approval of the plan, plus 
the intention to build and the contract to 
build.” 

In one case which came before the 
Minister the local authority had decided 
under S.17 of the 1947 Act that planning 
permission was necessary and the applicant 
had appealed against their decision. The 
appellant had applied for permission to con- 
vert three uncompleted shops into resi- 
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dential accommodation and this application 
was approved. The terrace of four buildings 
was completed without front gardens and the 
pavement was extended back to the front 
walls in accordance with the plan for build- 
ing four shops. 

The appellant then proposed to convert 
the ground floor of one of the houses into 
a shop, constructing an entrance and shop 
windows, and claimed that permission was 
not required as his proposals only consti- 
tuted works for completion of a building 
begun but not completed. The Minister 
held on appeal that the dwelling house had 
been completed and was not an uncompleted 
building and dismissed the appeal. 

In another planning appeal reported in 
Selected Appeal Decisions Bulletin VII/I. 
the Minister decided that no permission was 
required where excavations for the founda- 
tions and laying of footings had been 
carried out. It appears that he deemed 
such work sufficient to qualify for exemption 
as an unfinished building under S.78. 

If these decisions are relevant in view of 
the different wording of the 1953 Act, then 
it is envisaged that difficulty will be experi- 
enced in persuading private developers of 
their liability. The difficulty will be 
increased by the fact that local authorities 
are in an entirely different position. If they 
held land at the appointed day it was 
usually exempt from development charge 
under §.82 of the 1947 Act and if they 
acquired land subsequently they were always 
required to purchase at existing use value in 
accordance with the District Valuer’s Report. 


Private Developer 


The Government have made it clear to 
local authorities that in the financial 
readjustment under the coming Town and 
Country Planning Bill, they will have to 
make reimbursement of the benefit they 
gained by buying at a reduced rate and thus 
they are quite prepared in cases where they 
have only started initial preparations to 
pay development charge in respect of the 
whole scheme. But the private developer is 
not so circumstanced and if he has put in 
roadworks or carried out certain preliminary 
manceuvres, it may be difficult to explain 
to him that his actions constitute the com- 
mencement of a whole estate. 

Many appear to be forewarned and 
confine their activities to sections only, 
carrying out what is required for the 
immediate one or two houses which they 
are building next. but some have developed 
on broader patterns and commenced activi- 
ties over the whole estate. Two points 
arise. Does the House of Lords decision 
apply having regard to the different word- 
ing of the 1953 Act and if so would the 
decision which relates primarily to the 
anticipatory demolition of an existing build- 
ing apply to such other matters as road- 
works which are incidental to but otherwise 
outside direct house construction? Levelling 
of sites and placing of foundations appear 
to be within the decision. Such difficulties 
can only be resolved by a further decision. 

To summarise the position: there is a 
clear distinction between the position of the 
local authority and the private developer 
under the 1953 Act and in certain cases the 
private developer is faced with the prospect 
of paying a large development charge. Some 
guidance can be sought from the House of 
Lords case and Ministerial decisions but 
these relate to S.78 of the 1947 Act where 
the wording is different. The problem 
that exists is the simple question, ‘“‘ When is 
a building commenced? ” 
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ROADS IMPROVEMENTS 
Deputation to Minister 


A DEPUTATION from the Nationa 

Road Transport Federation represen. 
ing the Road Haulage Association, the 
Traders’ Road Transport Association anq 
the Passenger Vehicle Operators’ Assogijj. 
tion met the Rt. Hon. A. T. Lennox-Boy¢ 
Minister of Transport and Civil Aviation, 
and the Joint Parliamentary Secretary, My. 
Hugh Molson, last Friday (February 19), ty 
discuss the Federation’s Report on Improve. 
ment of Highways, which was forwarded to 
the Minister early in December. 

The deputation, which was led by Mr. Fj, 
Speight, chairman of the Federation, pointed 
out to the Minister that they did not 
consider the finances allocated by the 
Government to road works were adequate 
for meeting the 330 urgent improvement 
schemes submitted by the Federation. The 
deputation stressed:— 

1. The necessity of the Government taking 
steps to complete schemes already started s9 
as to prevent loss and deterioration in respect 
of works in progress; and 2. That prompt 
action be taken to improve the main arteria 
so as to relieve congestion and speed up the 
flow of traffic, particularly of commercial 
and public service vehicles. 

The: Minister thanked the Federation for 
submitting a comprehensive report which had 
been examined by his engineers. He said 
that the co-operation of the Federation had 
been most helpful. A considerable number 
of the schmes listed in the report were being 
carried out in next year’s programme, but 
the further suggestions made by the Feder 
ation would certainly be taken into account 
in selecting schemes for future years within 





the finances available. 


APPRENTICES’ PRIZE-GIVING | 
Advice to Norwich Students 


THE IMPORTANCE of further education for 
building apprentices and some of the oppor 
tunities available at the top of the industry 
were among the points made by Mr. Harvey 
G. Frost. senior vice-president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, when he spoke at a prize dist 
bution for 139 building apprentices at the 
Norwich City College and Art School o 
February 16. 

After mentioning that there were not 9 
many highly skilled craftsmen about now 
and there had not been so much highly 
skilled work for them to do since the wat 
interrupted normal building, Mr. Frost 
turned to future prospects in the building 
industry. 

“Let me encourage you by telling you 
that, in the building industry, there is stil 
plenty of room at the top and we are be 
ginning to find now that we cannot afford 
and do not want half-baked craftsmen 0! 
technicians. 

“T look forward to the time when no mai 
will be allowed a craft ticket who has not 
qualified as a craftsman by way of a propét 
apprenticeship complete with the technicil 
training that is now obligatory and whe 
the other technical qualifications of the 
various examining bodies will be recognise 
as essential for the filling of the many tech 
nical and administrative posts that the i 
dustry has to offer. Now that further educ 
tion has become such an integral part 0 
our education system, I think perhaps thi! 
this day is not so far off,” he said. 

Mr. W. S. Lusher, chairman of the Colles? 
Building Advisory Committee, was in th 
chair. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
£ aod 
Pit Ballast er ee ae ree per yd. RIES 
Pit Sand see Sue se sa ase ye Oo Ss 
Washed Sand . nee ae ee Ate ae a3 ' 2-3 
din. Shingle... ee or sae ee. ae ‘ 18 11 
zin. Broken Brick... — oe Be ee s 19 3 
Pan Breeze a5 See “ae 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate per ton 218 1 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 

CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site € ee 415 0 

1 to 6 tons, site at § 40 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads 

and upwards to site ree nee =e oe s SG 

1 to 6 ton do. site . re 312 0 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 

ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots és 616 6 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 210s. 3d. to 434s. 3d. - ton. 
White Portland Cement wa sa 1215 6 

Under | ton per cwt. is 3 


417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 2s. 9d. to £10 16s. 3d. 
(l-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


per ton 6 7 6 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up i 14 09 
Stourbridge slashes 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

London Rae ; 3 Se $15 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks ree per 1,000 11 0 6 
Second Hard Stocks ... vd Se Ree aes a 10 4 6 
Mild Stocks... Ee 8 13 6 
Allloaded free into lorry at the works. The question 

of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 

be obtained from job to job. 
2jin. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 

District Commons ... BP 510 0 

Cellular GO... ce ae Ais ses ba sg +10 0 

Keyed GOs. «.. Las Aa is eee = $12 0 

Rustics . oer eee aoe coe sé ~s 6 15 0O 

Cellular Rustics a nee See “iat ae sa 615 0 

Single Bullnose do. i oe see me “a 610 0 

Sandfaced ... er fe 710 O 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ st 22 tT -G 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 3a aaa a 24 11 6 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... ka ae 9 2110 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) mee eee Sy 918 0O 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) ... ss eat a 9 1 6 
2tin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 

Stations) a Pie ae ee 22 3 O 
in. do. (London Stations) .. pa 26 11 6 
2¢in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red Facings 

(London Sites) - 13 9 6 
2} in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 

Sites) a 13 14 6 
428 Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

ites) 14 3 6 

24 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings _ 

(London Sites) a Me 14 3 6 
Zin. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock _Facings 

(London Sites) Se _ i 26 





fs. a. 
2$in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) : ... perl,000 13 18 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, ‘Brown— . 
Stretchers... : ” 64 0 
Headers ae ; ne — “s 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats” ny ap me 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... was awe ici waa = 85 0 0 
Double Headers... dé ue bes wad 7710 0 
One side and twoends __... Ae ae a 3 87 0 0 
Two sides and one end ... Ae ue a pe 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints id aa aes pe 83 0 90 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow Cay PARTITION BLOCKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
2 in. ads is ... 140 yds. eas ... per yd. sup. 4 3 
72 > Wee ..- 140 yds. baa aa a 46 
<2 See ; ... 120 yds. =P eas es 5 0 
4in. (6 cavity) . 95S yds. aaa aa we 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in. i wie .-- 100 yds. cae ae = 3 6 
2eim ..: a x. SSy¥da. ae ae a 4 1 
Se ez. ets ..  T5yds. ee ei : 4 10 
|| ere Ses <a- J ¥GS. ad ae 6 0 
CRANHAM 
2 in. se aca aes pe ma tsa a - 6 5 
2 an a a ae Les ad a3 a a 
3 in. aa eas ade = a aan a me 8 3 
4in. in A aes on ee 10 2 
4t in. Load bearing quality ~~ Da Sas ie fa 11 2 
FLoor BLOCKS 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. saad 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads ... .. per1,000 3110 0 
4in. ee <a aaa ae das ome P 34 13 O 
5 in. GO. ss dee ree oe PPE ar pe 39 7 0 
6 in. Gis Ke Ae. ea pee ey ae + 46 16 0 
Tin. Ge «:: - - ae ee. oe a 54 1 0 
8 in. Gy x: seis es i Ber ut Pe 6115 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
; a 


Best Quality +673% +974 fe +10734% 

B.S.S. Best do. +10% +673% +10% +974% +10% *1074% 
Tested Quality +374°%+675°% 4374°%- +974% +374% +1074% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +4734%4673% 


+474% +974% +474% +1073% 
£ 


s. d. 
3 in. Land Drain ee (in 12 in. ae per 1,000 10 2 0 
4in. do. we aaa aa 13 6 O 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. a Aer a . per ft. cube 6 8 
St. Aldheim Box Ground» eee 7 8 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area + 4 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area : 7 0 


Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region ee ae aa: aaa re 7 3 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
3in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to Sft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area ae .. per ft. sup. 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described “as es 8 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, throated and 


an 
N 


stooled cills , a -_ ft.cube 3 1 9 
12in. x 6in. do. “do. - 2 4 3 
12in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated a 114 0 
12in. x 3in. Weathered and twice throatedcoping ,, 2 $.6¢ 
14 in. X 6in. do. do. aaa ‘a ye 
4h in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face . aia a 116 9 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 6 6 
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STONE—continued ad: 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 6in. X 3 in. - &@ 
thick, oe it for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 2 6 Qin. X Tin. cE es s ee bes — | ae 
Do. air one edge | for fair faced 10 in. x 4 “]2in. x Sin. es ee Sea ae > 0 
A an . din, 12in. x Sin. as ‘ er 15 0 
Hard York — . ee a 169 rn mag mg x“ yh in., Jin. x ‘3h in., a 
12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and ed in. "i ge oy 4 gol a 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, on pan = ren shinid 13 im x 3m if ge ia ~ ioe 
and front - eee 2 28 au. xta, He = in 34 in., 14in. Xx 6in., ” 10 9 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 116 9 16 in. x 6in. 16 in, x8 ig og eo 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. TG 18 in. x 7in., 18 in. x Sin. 20i i x «6b 

2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes pele sup. 211 9 20in. x 74 in. ote on _—e +. 

TILES and PANTILES Steel angles average price ta at see > 38 7% 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 heel tees average price ne oe eg TG 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from Fabricated work delivered London— 

Lincolnshire district... i 28 18 6 R.S. Joists cut and fitted oe see ee aiaeass 5115 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district <.. 41 18 6 aeons Gaeers a i ve a ey wh 570 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district _ 56 17 6 —— ; i A a a A 
Hand-made 103 x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... 1215 6 Compound stanchions theres = » 2 3a 
Machine-made 10} x 63 Staffordshire district ... 5 0 oe ee ee ae Purlins inne “a7 700 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 28) <6 Average prices not for awkward work. ‘ 
Machine- made Hip and Valley tite in de. 163 MStock fin diam, and wards BSS785 ex een: 

iles x ; 6 18 a s , 39 § 
do. Interlocking (49S) 18 9 ; _ Pin. diam. “.pertonextta 3 12 0 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. bg = oe ghey Beene fee aa ws 8 
SLATES tin. do. p eed ee “ see eee ” 2 26 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage Pe? “EN RN ee ee ty * .T. 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Tub Mitp Steex Tunes 

1,000 actual. ubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 

' aa 100 16 9 Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings Malleable Fittings 

22 x 12 86 6 6 ClssB + 39 Light 203° 

2 x 9 ig + 201% Malleable List — 393°; +35% 

20 es 12 = : : Behe + 214% Heavy + 273° sii 

= a 

18 x 10 = : Class A — 2349 : 

a’ Zu Class B — 134% Light + 84% Malleable List — 3939 

16 X 10 42 18 3 assC — 13% Heavy +1 16% 

md 
ee ee a 33 13 3 C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Norte.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Stop 
TIMBER : Gutters Nozzles Ends 
Softwood— fe eee eee eee ee «es 3/1 2/9 /10 
Joinery quality : Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 4i 9 id pat 3/43 3/- /10 
es a do. o £90 to £100 4t in a9 an 1/2 
in. Tongued and rooved Flooring do. £106 0 O aa /8 1/5 
Hardwood— ie 5 in. + 5/4 4/1 1/7 
Mahogany—African S.E. Ss do. per ft.cube 1 5 0 C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
do. Honduras do... do. ds 215 0 3 in. . is 3/7 it 
Oak European do... do. ba 1°17 °6 3} in. 3/7 1/3 
do. Japanese do. oe do. a 9.9 >p 4 in. see oes os re ahi 3/8 1/6 
do. English Logs sawn do. * 15 0 4hin, eee ae we — 4/4 i) 

Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. 25 300 | Sin. ue i. eo 4/11 Vi 

Walnut African Logs sawn do. 1 i 86 a 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) ° Per yd. in 6-ft. length (Cl. Ranw-waren Pus 

. er yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Delivered London area. 2 ay ee oe . ee Fine ’ — 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 24 in. 6/7 3/8 en 
2ft.Oin. x 6ft.6in.  ... ~ each 112° 3 in. oo oe see oe soar Gap 4/8 71 
2tt.3in. % 61. Gin: .~... es es = 113 0 34 in. ss oe es a .. 8/43 5/7 8/5 
2f Gin. x 6M Gin we a 114 0 | 4in. oe 9/84 6/9 9/11 
t.9 in. X t. 6 In. with nas _ 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal sda 2i L. i e. Coats ‘Son oe 
Ter ee th eae e 2901] d% < oe 5/9 f= 
. Sen cere 146) — ri 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 3 me 8/10 Lie 10/5 
cee PERE ce me ee 219 | aan ea 
of. 9in. X6ft.6in. |. 1. cn 236 7 pee a 14/3 
iaiamtad » Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
1ES only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 74°% and 
Pin, Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. Oin. x 2 ft. Oin.i tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per cent. 

; ete . X 2 ft. Oin. in 

quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) ... per yd. Tae elaine << ~aameailra 

1} in do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) sis m 1 4 he 

Sg a (52 yds. to 1 ton) a . 8 114 ‘“s cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends Branches 

24 in. ie (45 yds. to 1 ton) Wi r 10 3 rd oe ae ae | 1 17 20/1 13/10 24/5 

Ss og (39 yds. to 1 ton) ll 3} in. ante He sone UO Se 29/10 28/10 49/11 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per $ in. of thickness, ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
} in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 

‘ abatiiicaeels per 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 Orders over £30 less 17} per cent. discount. 
oard do. ace ae an a ch 2 in. 2 in. i 
win. do. do. es i ; ; : Pipes 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/9 7 4/10 6/s 
#; in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets . per yd. sup 3° I Shoes.. : - each = 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Roofing Felt, I-ply ‘as RO eS . i 6 | Saale Branches... 4, 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
2-ply a a 2 74 i 1 9 ends square or obtuse _,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 5 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs" ... per $ cwt. 530 0 Swan Necks 4} in. proj. ,, 2/11 3/9 a3 itt 
ss x; a pearl ; ost 5 ei do. Gin: do:  ,; 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1 pie waar wa seg 54 : 8 AssBestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 

do.  4in. and up (I-ton lots) a 50:15 0 Gutters 6-ft. length d. ‘* biteg > 7 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots)... ee per cwt. 215 "9 Dr a d vaneendieae”~ a = ig 

do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... si 212 3 Stop Ends ee 20 art ig pi 
METALS SteEL Joists, Erc. Angles wee ioe 2/11 3/5 4 4/10 
Basis Joists— Nozzles si east te 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 

6 in. x Sin., Sin. x Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. Union Clips oreo 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 

a ¢ 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered London AsBEsTOS HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
Extra for sizes i ei niece 37 2 6 3 in 4in. 44in. Sin. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per a 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 

3 in. X 1} in. we o 310 0 Drop ends each 2/1 2/5 4 

3in. xX 3 in, 41 in. X 3i in., Sin. x 2b in 9» | le ie Sto pore lies “79 iio 2h alt He 

4in. x 1} in. . Te 9 3 0-0 ian = aoe 2/3 ai Wi 9 M5 

bin. x Hein, 24in, x Thin” oie. 2. °° fe em Se 
: = d Ce i es 2 
in. X 3 in., 22in. xX Jin. ... ses Ki : 100 Union Clips Poe te: 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
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METALS—Continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
£s. d 
lron—Staffordshire Crown shies oy 39 10 O 
Mild Steel Bars ae 37 8 0 
Mild Steel Hoops 38 3 0 


“” Ex Merchant's 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


& S. @ 

Soft sheets C.R. and = A— 

20 gauge... ce re ner Sas « 4592 6 

24 gauge ae ane ies ue cs ape wo” 46 38 6 

26 gauge eas .. 4817 6 
Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ae wae roe we S232 '@ 

24gauge... eas aoa oer aaa ies «we om lr @ 

26 gauge eee ies aw oF ke @ 
Gavnind Flat sheets C. R. and Cin 

2 gauge ... bas nae «<a sour @ 

24 gauge ere ae eas ae por ae an saeke  @ 

26 gauge ree ae, see © 

Metal Windows. —Standard Metal Windows, “B.S. 940. Prices on 


application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 


.H. 
All per doz. hin. Zin. lin. 1l}in. 1}in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks salewn 
head for iron. 70/- 104/- 


Toilet bib cocks for iron 90/- 129/- 

Screwdown stop cocks for i iron. 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- 
do. with two unions for lead 81/- 120/- 213/- 381/- 504/- 1122/- 

Double nut boiler screws... 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/- 76/- 

Heavy Croydon ball valves .-» 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- 

Plumbers’ union — vasa to 


iron : 15/9 19/- 31/6 55/- 67/9 132/- 
I}in. 14in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws sae wee. 20f= a 48/- 75/- 96/- 125/- 
Brass sleeves... gat re 25/- 25/- 45/- 60/- 


61/- 
1} x 6lb. 14 x 61b. 2 xX 7Ib. 3 X 7T\|b. 
Lead P. trap with aaa os 


screws 57/- 71/- 113/- 193/- 
Lead S. trap do. 68/- 85/- 139/- 249/- 
Solder s. ¢. 

Plumbers’ coe ae Pee : me - perlb. 3 0 

Tinmen’s re ee ees aa Per ae wee a 3 7 

Blow pipe 3-9 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 274d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Maximum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
: x gauge are sxe | RES Total per Ib 394 
din. me ws ose 10% mo . 373 
1 in. x 18 a Me we «= 8 _ a5 364 
Bin. x 18 _s,. wks wie 84 wa a 353 
Idin. x 18 ,, oa ae | pe ss 35% 
2 in. x 17 93 ps 374 
Rolled ‘Copper "sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic ~~ Se a: 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 292 10 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt 613 0 
do. 12 gauge do. os 611 0 
Brass tubes basic = - gauge and manufactur- 
ingextras.... per lb. 1 93 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£ ‘s. d. 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards perton 121 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils : oe a 122 10 0 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 Qin. to4in. dia. ... a 124 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. Ae 3 ae ye 126 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe Fee os 124 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Scwt. and under 1 ton “és ree per cwt. 2 0 
3cwt. do. 5 cwt. aa ate ae aa ee 40 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ase ie me 6 0 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £76 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 
PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton - -3.-3 
do. White do. do. pe TW ¢ 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. <a fe 7 6 3 
do. Fine do. do. wale <a 714 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads eae Jes ies ai 6 5 0 
Hydrated Lime do. Sue ace ees nab a 5s 3 @ 
Lump Lime do. oes %» 418 6 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1- ton loads nae ne 10 0 9 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ve ss 915 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ne cor os z @ 3 
Hair .. percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. a 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., 3 in. thick, 600 hoo and over in one ponone 
Delivered site a 2 6 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £s. d 
Ceiling Distemper per cwt. 1m ¢ 
Washable Distemper oa 512 0 
Gloss Paint . per gal. 213 0 
Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 ‘cw: drums) . . per cwt. 311 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND > Ona. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. 8 09 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 oa. lots in 1 gal. tins per gal. 218 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. ke a -per cwt. 6 3 6 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg “ 290 
Size XD quality, 28 lb. per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra ‘ «- Ore. . 12 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) dO... wus wai pS 13 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra ea a 5 63 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. pee oa 49 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... ged a 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ey ; Jan was Me 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 lb. —— aoa eas «.» per lb. 1 6 
White Lining Paper ... as oa .-» per piece 1 4 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside aa ... per gal 110 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. a ea ae ae pas 113 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside poe wa ae eA 115 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. oa a mae fe 113 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... «és aa aan 0 20 6 
Finest Carriage Varnish eee oes ae sa ‘a 28 0 
Front Door Varnish ... oe ea aes ee a 115 6 
Japan Gold Size ore ag ree nee aaa = 1 8 0 
Black Japan ... aaa aa me ied mee ‘ie 15 0 
Brunswick Black see aa Pere ae tag a 1 @¢ 
Berlin Black ... ae aes aaa i aa a 5.3 -@ 
Terebene “a waa ae a 1 3 ¢ 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... nee aaa aa aa 200 
French and Brush Polish (do.) aaa a5 “ae = 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. ws 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 54 
24 oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” 9 eee 7% 
= sn ” ” ” ” ” ” 99 eee 94 
” ” ” ” mm ste 1 0 
re ng “Rolled Plate 9 
fin. and } in. Rough Cast 1 0 


+in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard Patterns : 


White ; aes 9 
do. Standard Tints ... 1 43 
do. Special Tints am aa aaa a ree a9 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating aaa Aas aa y 4) 
4 in. Wired Cast . 1 2 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast Bae 
et Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B2 5? x 5% x 34 in 29 
P.B.3 7} x 7} X 34in re 
P.B. 32 72 xX 72 «X Hin. 4-2 
Radiused Corner smeariie to renin up with— 
P.B.2 naa S23 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 aaa 6 9 
4 in. Polished Plate Chun: G. G. ‘Alii Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. : a 7 
aaa es Ae 5 ft. sup. 4 5 
99 ”» a 45 ft. sup. 5 1 
ae a a 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
} in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates one 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one sisted or 135 in. 
both ways ... at ‘ 8 4 
Not pod 180 ft. sup., or ditto ee aad aid 11 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto za is 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. | 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum. Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. s d. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. Me ae ae Per 3,000 

24 OZ: ss a aa aa ane .- 2,000 52 
26.02. ss tgirees «ta a ase ey Tt 
32 oz. é ; oe ane wae 2,000 94 
4 in. Rolied Plate 1,000 7% 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White ee 1,000 71k 
4 in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte ... ; 1,000 103 
fin. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough —_ 2,000 103 
4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... ae 2,000 1 Of 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast mer ve 2,000 1 Of 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


ccuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure a! 
KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
A 


Grade Classification. 











Burnham-on-Crouch 


y 
Burton-on-Trent C.B. . 





Southend-on-Sea Dis 


Gainsborough U.D. .. Spalding U.D. ..... 


h 
Gillingham (Kent). 


Ashby-de-la-Zouch U. 


A 
Ashby Woulds U.D.... Gloucestershire, Cnty. of =e 
A 





Carmarthenshire,Cnty of $A2 
Carnarvonshire, Cnty. of $A3 


Ashford (Middlesex) 
Stoke-on-Trent CB). 
Ashton-under-Lyne 


Aspatria and Brayton 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) 
A 


Melton Constable ... 


Grimsby C.B. & R. Melton Mowbray U.D. Stourport U.D. ....... 


Chapel-en-le-Frith . Grimsby R.D. (rem, Al 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ... 

Sunderland District 
Sunningdale ......... 
Sutton Coldfield M. 


Chatham & District .. 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D.. 


p>>Zb>bd>d>d 


_A2 


Barnard Castle U.D. 
Barnoldswick U.D. . 


>> 


Newark-on-Trent R.D 


N= 


Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 


(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chéster-le-Street U.D. 





Rb>b> >= 


Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 
New Forest District .. 


Barry —..coccscccccscscsscecoceeee 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- 
by-on-the-Wolds A2) 


Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
ham Within and Harden- 
A2 


Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... 
North of, to Billeric 





Hemel Hempstead ... 


Northallerton Dist. 


sfield & District. z 
Beaconsfield & District ‘mame TR... 


Herefordshire, Cnty. of... 


S>>BB>>2s 


Norton Radstock .. 


Seo ss St 
N 


Tynemouth C.B. seats 


Uppingham (Salop) .. 
Uttoxeter U.D. ........ 


Beeston & Stapleiord U.D. 


Cornwall, County of.. Ossett and Horbury 


>>>>>>>> 





>>z 


>>>Be 


: Sarge: Pontypridd District 
Darlington District .. Ai 


Nw 


> 


Portland Stoneyards .. West Bromwich CB. 

Birmingham C.B.... 
i "s ford . 

Bishop’s Stortfor ee 


Radnorshire, County of 


> 
uN 





>>b>d>db>>>>>'5 





ing Poole, Swanage and j Redhill and Reigat 


h 
Knaresborough U.D.. 


Bournemouth District 
Windsor and Eton 


Woking (District) . 
E. Glam. & Mon. Val 
East Grinstead District... 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D 
Ebbw Vale & District... 


Breconshire, County of...} 2 
A 
Wolverhampton C.B. 


>> j 











Loughborough M.B. 
Louth M.B. 











Broughton (Cheshire) 


ndon the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 3s. 84d 





Labourers, 3s. 34d. In the case of Lo 
d applies except where higher grades are stated. 
d districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allow: 
for women engaged in 


re:—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d. ; 


* For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates a 
This is the County rate an 


Labourers, 3s. 3d. + Plus 2d. per working day. 
Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbe: 
WomEN’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the 

other than craft processes, 


craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to earry out work 





country the rate of wages 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 403 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Strength of Roof Beams 


FUR! HER to the inquiry on the above 
subject which appeared in our issue of 
January 1 last, Mr. S. Woolf, of the Timber 
Development Association, writes :— 

A beam can, in general, fail in one of 
three ways, one by bending stress being 
exceeded, two by shear stress being ex- 
ceeded, and’ three by giving an excessive de- 
flection. All these conditions ought to be 
checked for. . 

The answer given caters only for the 
bending criterion and even so is not a very 
accurate solution. The conventional method 
of calculating beams is given in several text- 
books, and the British Standard Code of 
Practice C.P.112 (1952), “The Structural 
Use of Timber in Buildings,” gives the 
stresses and modulus to be used in these 
conventional formule. 


For a beam under uniformly distributed 
load the following formul# can be derived 
using a modulus of elasticity of 1,200,000 
lbs. per sq. in., a working stress in bending 
of 1,000 lbs. per sq. in., and a working stress 
in shear of 100 lbs. per sq. in., and a de- 
flection limit of 1/300th of the span. 


1. for bending bd? => .009 wL 
2. for shear bd = .0075 w 
3. for deflection bd* > .00625 wL? 


where b=breadth of the timber in inches. 
,» d=depth of the timber in inches. 
» W=total load on purlin (uniformly 
distributed) lbs. 

, L=span of purlins in feet. 
These are suitable for roof beams where 
account is taken of the permitted increase 

in stress under transitory load. 


Liability for Retaining Wall 


Q.—We, as a firm of builders, recently 
purchased two plots of ground on which 
we are to build two bungalows. On visiting 
the site we find that another builder has 
erected a bungalow on an adjoining site and, 
in doing so, has excavated the site to a 
depth of 4 ft. at a distance of 7 ft. from 
where we propose to erect our bungalows. 
Have we a legal right to compel them to 
erect an efficient retaining wall alongside 
our side entrance? RK. A. E. 


A.—To answer this question, it is neces- 
sary to look briefly at the general principles 
governing rights of support for land and 
buildings. Every Iandowner has a natural 
right to have his land supported: by his 
neighbour’s adjoining land, but there is no 
such natural right of support for buildings 
on the land. A right of support for build- 
ings can, however, be acquired in the form 
of an easement. An easement of support 
can arise in a number of ways: (a) it may 
be expressly granted; (b) it may arise by 
implication on the conveyance of the land; 
(c) it may arise by prescription, i.e., because 
the buildings have enjoyed support from the 
neighbouring land for a period of years, 
usually 20 years. 

It follows from these principles:— 

(1) If there is any danger of their land 
collapsing as a result of the excavations, 
the builders can require the adjoining 
Owners to take steps—e.g., by building a 
retaining wall—to prevent such a collapse. 
But they cannot require a retaining wall of 
sufficient strength to support the bungalows 
as well. 

(2) To obtain support for the bungalows, 
the builders will have to show the existence 
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of an easement of support. Obviously, 
there can be no question of prescription in 
the present case, so it will be necessary to 
rely on either (a) or (b) above. If there 
has been an express grant, reference to it 
will probably be found in the deeds of the 
land. As to (b), an easement would be held 
to have arisen by implication if both the 
builders’ land and the adjoining land were 
originally in the same ownership and both 
were sold specifically as building plots; an 
easement of support in favour of the 
builders’ land would arise in the same 
manner if their land were sold first for 
building purposes even though the adjoining 
plot was not sold specifically for building 
purposes, Dalton v. Angus (1881) 6 App. 
Cas. 740 at p. 792. It will not be necessary 
for the builders to produce written evidence 
that the land was sold for building purposes, 
provided they can show that the vendor as 
well as they themselves knew that it was 
being sold for building, Robinson v. Grave 
(1873) 21 W.R. 223. 


If the builders cannot show an easement 
of support for the bungalows, there is one 
other possible remedy. The building of the 
bungalow on the adjoining land was pre- 
sumably development for which it was neces- 
sary to obtain planning permission. I would 
suggest, therefore, that they inquire from 
the local planning authority as to the terms 
and conditions on which this permission was 
granted. If permission was given for the 
bungalow to be built in this manner, then 
the planning authority may have imposed 
conditions for the protection of the builders’ 
land. Moreover, quite apart from the erec- 
tion of the bungalow, the excavation itself 
would seem to be development requiring the 
permission of the planning authority. If 
the builders find that there has been some 
breach of planning control, they should ask 
the local planning authority to take en- 
forcement action. A. EB. T. 


Protection of Cold Water Tanks 


Q.—In replacing a domestic cold water 
tank for the average type of semi-detached 
residence, can you recommend ways of 
increasing its “life,” and frost protection, 
by any of the following methods? 

(a) Is it possible to paint or treat the 
inside of the tank? 

(b) Is there a protective paint suitable 
for use on the outside of the tank? 

(c) How do the above compare in effici- 
ency with having a wooden frame built with 
a packing of fibre glass or any other 
substance? | a 


A.—(a) Painting the inside of a galvan- 
ised tank will lengthen its life. The pro- 
cedure is, after drilling for connections has 
been completed, that the inside of the tank 
should be thoroughly cleaned of all loose 
particles, particularly filings from the drill- 
ing. These filings have perhaps been the 
direct cause of more failures in tanks than 
any other. Give one coat of bitumastic 
paint before any pipes are connected, and 
after the connections have been made follow 
with a further coat before fixing manhole 
cover, if it is the completely enclosed type. 

(b) Since the main source of trouble with 
domestic cold water tanks is with the inside, 
it is not usual to treat the outside. The 
normal galvanising of the tank is considered 
to be adequate protection, but no harm 
would be done by painting with a bitumastic 
paint. 

(c) While (a) and (b) deal with the 
preservation and protection of the tank itself, 
(c) is concerned with the protection of its 
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contents. There are two main protections 
required: (i) against freezing, (ii) against 
pollution. 

(i) The forming of a wooden structure 
round the tank and filling the space with 
fibre glass is an excellent protection against 
freezing. Other materials at less cost and 
slightly less effective may be used; for 
example, wood shavings, sawdust, etc. 

(ii) While the main purpose of a cover 
over the tank is to keep its contents clean, 
it also helps to keep it free fromi freezing, 
and, here again, if it is being considered for 
very exposed positions, then it should be 
constructed in sandwich form, with the insu- 
lating material enclosed between boards, 

One word of warning regarding the treat- 
ment of inside of tanks with bitumastic 
paint. Immediately after the tank has been 
installed in this manner a discolouration of 
the water is certain; while this is in no way 
harmful, it is advisable to allow water to 
run to waste for a while to allow any loose 
particles to be cleared. Use of bitumastic 
paint in the hot water tank of a domestic 
hot water system is also advisable; the treat- 
ment being exactly the same as for cold 
tanks. H. O. D. 


Liability for Emptying Cesspool 

Q.—I have just moved into a new bunga- 
low where the main drainage is by cesspool, 
and after an occupation of only five weeks 
the cesspool has had to be cleared by the 
local council at a cost to me of £2 6s., this 
being at a rate of £1 3s. per hour, and 
includes time of the vehicle and men from 
the depot. 

Could you please enlighten me as to where 
I can obtain information in regard to the 
council’s liability for emptying the cesspool 
and whether they are entitled to make a 
charge of £1 3s. per hour? There are no 
free periods at all. 

Also I would raise another point in 
regard to the local rates. I see a charge is 
made for sewerage disposal to the extent of 
ls. 1d., and perhaps you will advise me if I 
am liable to pay this charge as well as the 
charge for emptying the cesspool. D. R. P. 

A.—A _ legal correspondent writes: The 
inquirer should write to the clerk to the 
council asking (a) what is the authority for 
the charge for clearing the cesspool; (b) 
whether the council has undertaken to clear 
cesspools in the whole of their district or in 
that part of their district in which he lives. 

If the council have undertaken to clear 
cesspools in either the whole of their district 
or in that part in which the inquirer lives, 
then they are not entitled to make a charge 
—unless the person concerned wants his cess- 
pool cleared more often than is reasonably 
necessary. 

The council are under no obligation to 
undertake to clear cesspools in any part of 
their districts, and if they have not under- 
taken to do so, they are entitled to charge 
a reasonable amount for the service. But 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment can compel the council to undertake 
cleansing free of charge. I would, therefore, 
suggest that, if the council have not already 
undertaken to cleanse cesspools and are not 
prepared to do so, the inquirer should make 
a formal complaint to the Minister and ask 
for a public local inquiry under section 322 
of the Public Health Act, 1936. 

As to the rate charge, I assume that this 
refers to that portion of the general rate 
which is:ascribable to sewerage disposal. In 
that case, I am afraid the inquirer is liable 
even if he is not entitled at present to free 
cleansing of the cesspool, A. E. T. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Annual Report 

Their annual report for 1952-53 has been 
issued by University College London, and 
copies are available from the Secretary, at 
Gower-street, WC1. 


National Parks Appointments 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government recently made the following 
appointments to the National Parks Com- 
mission: Mr. Clyde Higgs, Stratford-on- 
Avon; Mr. Alan Lubbock, vice-chairman of 
Hampshire CC, Adhurst St. Mary, Peters- 
field; Mr. D. Francis Morgan, OBE, Heddon 
House, Reigate; and Mr. W. H. Vaughan, 
member of the Forestry Commission, 
Groeswen, Port Talbot. 


Firm’s Private Cinema 


Shell-Mex and B.P., Ltd., have just estab- 
lished a new private cinema in Shell-Mex 
House, their London headquarters in the 
Strand. The cinema, which seats 102 people, 
is on the mezzanine floor of the 15-storey 
building. The cinema will enable the com- 
pany to give showings of their own and 
their parent companies’ films to invited 
audiences in a suitable setting. It will give 
regular film shows for company staff and 
will be used on courses of instruction. Two 
former offices on the mezzanine floor have 
been transformed. The larger has been con- 
verted into a soundproofed auditorium, the 
smaller into a projection room. W. 
Hattrell and Partners were the architects. 


Glass Exhibition 

Sir Hugh Casson, FRIBA, is to open an 
exhibition on “ Glass in the Home” at the 
Building Centre, Store-street, Tottenham 
Court-road, WC1, on March 5. This exhi- 
bition of photographs has been designed to 
show how glass can be employed in the 
structure, insulation, and decoration of the 
modern home. Among the examples will 
be windows, double glazing units, partition 
walls, panelling, and glass fibre heat and 
sound insulation. Alongside the photo- 
graphs will be samples of the various types 
of glass illustrated. Together they will de- 
monstrate the properties of numerous forms 
of building glass, as well as showing how 
they can be used in structure and decor- 
ation. The exhibition will remain open 
until March 27. 


Railway Buildings 

The change of frequency scheme which 
is being carried out by the Southern Region 
of British Railways to deal with a heavier 
volume of rail traffic has involved the build- 
ing of over 70 new sub-stations to house 
electrical equipment, and a similar number 
of track paralleling huts. All the buildings 
have been constructed with cavity brick 
walls, in the case of substations 154 in. 
thick, and in the case of track paralleling 
huts 11 in. thick. The interior brickwork 
is flush pointed and painted with two coats 
of cream emulsion paint. 

The roofs of substations consist of rein- 
forced concrete beams and slabs cast in situ, 
waterproofed with asphalt laid in two layers 
and painted internally with two coats of 
white emulsion paint. The roofs of track 
paralleling huts consist of a concrete slab 
cast in situ and waterproofed with three-ply 
bituminous felt. The concrete floors of the 
buildings are finished with granolithic paving 
14 in. thick, which is subsequently painted 
with a special concrete paint to improve 
the appearance and also to prevent dusting. 


THE BUILDER 


TRADE NEWS 


Industrial Film 


In connection with the report on the new 
industrial film entitled “‘ The Mason Way,” 
produced for William Mason and Son, Ltd., 
Leeds, which appeared in our issue of 
February 12, the plywood and decorative 
panelling manufactured by the company 
was erroneously referred to as Masonite. 
The latter is, of course, produced by 
Masonite, Ltd., Bevis Marks House, Bevis 
Marks. EC3, and the two companies are 
not connected. 


Controlled Ventilation 


Nine of their constant flow ventilators 
will be exhibited by Colt Ventilation, Ltd., 
Surbiton, Surrey, in the Davis House to be 
shown at the Ideal Home _ Exhibition, 
Olympia, this year. Inside these ventilators 
are pivoted louvres which fall to when 
touched by an air stream, and when its force 
subsides lift again, thus regulating the speed 
of the air. The ventilators are self-adjusting, 
and require no power, maintenance or 
lubrication. 


Firm’s Ideal Home Exhibit 


Ideal Boilers and Radiators, Ltd., Ideal 
House, Gt. Marlborough-street, W1, will be 
occupying stand No. 50 at the Ideal Home 
Exhibition, which opens at Olympia, 
London, on March 2. They will show a 
working model Neofire in a modern lounge 
setting of contemporary design. Two radi- 
ators and a towel rail will be heated by the 
Neofire and an adjoining kitchen feature 
will exhibit the Hostess Sink and cabinet in 
alternative colours, and these will be coupled 
up to the indirect hot water system, also 
heated by the Neofire. There will be a 
representative range of domestic boilers for 
solid fuel and gas operated, also residential 
central heating boilers, which can be in- 
stalled in the modern kitchen for solid fuel 
and alternatively gas operated, together with 
a range of cast-iron hot water radiators, and 
other items of domestic equipment. 











BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new I1th edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950. with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7. 1939 and 1944-50. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
**...This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing in a concise and compact measure the 
whole subject."’— The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents. in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised 

“The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author's obvious mastery of his subject 
... but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation."*— The Architects’ Journal 


18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 


BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street. London, W.1 


B. T. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Dominica.—A new company styled as 
Laboratorio Quimco Dominicano C. por A. 
Ciudad Trujillo, has been formed in the 
Dominican Republic to conduct operations 
connected with the chemical and medica] 
industries. This company is to initiate a 
scheme for the building of a number of 
laboratories throughout the country, 


Included in Dominica’s 1954 budget for 


.public works is an item for the improve. 


ment of the facilities at the port of Ciudad 
Trujillo. The plans include the extensjon 
of the present breakwater by 500 metres and 
the construction of a new one 1,500 ft. in 
length. The space between both break. 
waters will be dredged to a minimum of 
36 ft. and new landing-places will be con- 
structed to enable large vessels to go along- 
side. It has been reported that the South 
Puerto Rico Sugar Company is to invest 
about £4m. in a plant for the manufacture 
of furfural from bagasse at their sugar mill 
at La Romana. The factory is to be built 
by the end of 1955. 


Egypt.—The project for the building of 
the new Cairo South Electric Power Station 
has been approved by the Egyptian National 
Production Council. The total cost is esti- 
mated at approximately £64m. and the work 
is to be spread over four financial years, 
Tenders have been called for. 


A committee formed to study the renewals 
programme for the State Railways is under- 
stood to have recommended the rebuilding 
of the Benha and Birket-el-Sab railway 
bridges, which are 50 years old. It has also 
been recommended by this committee that 
the Cairo main station be enlarged and that 
an electric signalling system should be in- 
stalled up to Caliub station. This will 
necessitate the building of a new station 
for the Barrage, Bilbeis and Suez lines. The 
State is to spend £60m. on railway improve- 
ments over the next 10 years. 

The Hosni El Sayad/Voest Company is 
constructing an electrically operated swing 
bridge over the Mahmoudieh Canal at 
Alexandria. This will be the largest bridge 
in Alexandria, being 50 metres long and 
15 metres wide. 


Eire.—Tenders have been called for the 
construction of a complete hospital unit at 
Dundalk. The work consists of a main 
hospital block, nurses’ home block, maids’ 
home, convent and chapel block and usual 
hospital ancillary buildings such as mortuary, 
boiler house, laundry, garages, porter’s lodge 
and surgeon’s residence. Details of this 
project are obtainable from the architects, 
Dermot M. O’Dwyer and Messrs. T. J. 
Cullen and Co., of 25, Suffolk-street, Dublin. 


Germany.—A new canal project on the 
River Weser in Germany is now to go ahead. 
Plans were put forward after the first world 
war. but these had to be continually post- 
posed. The canal will necessitate the con- 
struction of a channel in the Weser from 
a point just below Minden to Langwedel, 
lying at the confluence of the Weser and 
Aller. It is estimated that the construction 
work will take eight years to complete and 
it involves the building of five weirs and 
locks and five new hydro-electric power 
stations. A number of loops in the river 
will be eliminated by building canals across 
them. The total cost of the project is esti 
mated to be £12m. 
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*south Africa—The Stores Department, 
South African Railways, are calling for 
tenders (Tender No. F.7290) for the supply 
of two concrete pumps or placing machines 
each complete with remixing gear and con- 
crete elevating hopper; two complete sets 
of piping, valves and bends, etc.; and two 
jots of spare parts to maintain the pumps in 
good working order for the pumping of the 
first 10,000 cu. yds. of concrete per pump. 
The closing date for the receipt of tenders 
is March 18 next. All inquiries by telephone 
should be made to the Export Services 
Branch of the Board of Trade, tel.: Chan- 
cery 4411, extension 738 or 771. 


Turkey —The chairman of the German 
Bussing factory, who has been in Turkey, 
is contemplating the erection of a factory to 
assemble bus and lorry chassis. 

Reports have been appearing in the 
Turkish Press recently to the effect that three 
US concerns have approached the Govern- 
ment and offered to set up television stations 
at Istanbul, Ankara and Izmir. 

Work has now commenced on the new 
port at Samsun which when completed will 
cost nearly £7m. A Dutch firm is said to be 
preparing plans for a new port at Mersin. 
The contract for this work, which it is esti- 
mated will cost about £10m., will come up 
during the first half of this year. Additional 
work on the port of Iskenderun at a cost 
of £4m. is to be started this year. 


Venezuela.—A large new refinery is to 
be constructed in Venezuela which will con- 
sume much of the country’s crude oil. 

Two new flour mills are proposed for La 
Guaira and Puerto Cabello. British firms 
are aware of this project and it is known 
that several are interested. A US company 
is making experiments in Maiquetia with 
a view to producing newsprint from pulp 
made from sugar-cane bagasse and waste 
paper. If the experiments are successful a 
plant will be built in the area. 

British suppliers who are interested in the 
progress of plans regarding the projected 
hydro-electric plant on the Caroni River 
will be interested to know that the Govern- 
ment Department now planning the scheme 
is to be merged with the Office of Special 
Studies charged with planning, under the 
direct supervision of the President. It has 
been reported that this scheme holds out 
many prospects for British exporters. 

Two new mills are to be erected in La 
Victoria for the manufacture of viscose 
rayon and mixed-fibre fabric.... At 
Boleita the General Rubber Factory, F.A., 
is planning to erect a factory for the -manu- 
facture of plastic floor tiles. 





Overseas Economic Survey 


A survey of economic and commercial 
conditions in Brazil, October, 1953, was pub- 
lished by HM Stationery Office on Feb- 
Tuary 18, price 5s. (post free, 5s. 34d.). This 
is the latest volume in the series of Overseas 
Economic Surveys issued by the Commercial 
Relations and Exports Department of the 
Board of Trade. 


Earthmoving Plant in Africa 


The Export Services Branch of the Board 
of Trade, Lacon House, Theobald’s-road, 
London, WC1, have published, as part of 
their Special Register Information Service, 
4 report on the market for earthmoving and 
toadmaking plant in the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland. Telephone 
Inquiries to Chancery 4411, Ext. 348. 


*From the Board of Trade Speci i i 
C pecial Register in- 
ormation Service. . 
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New Road Bridge Plan 

MODIFIED scheme for the construction 
= of « Forth road bridge, cutting the cost 
by more than £3,500,000, has been approved 
by the Forth Road Bridge Joint Board. At 
a private meeting in Edinburgh on February 
8 it was suggested that if the bridge could 
be built in the meantime with connections to 
the existing railways the capital cost could 
be substantially reduced. 

The previous estimate was about 
£13,300,000, whereas the modified scheme 
would cost only £9,570,000. Modified, the 
scheme would make provision for connec- 
tions to existing roadways on the north and 
south at a cost of about £200,000. 





Keith Housing Progress 
KEITH TOWN COUNCIL, who claim to be 
building the cheapest houses in Scotland, 
have accepted tenders amounting to £1,267 
for four-apartment houses and £1,178 for 
three-apartment houses. 


Floor Heating 

THE NorTH OF SCOTLAND HyDRO-ELECTRIC 
BoarRD are co-operating with the Burgh 
Architect of Inverness in the development 
of a method of house space heating by elec- 
tric heating elements and cables embedded 
in the floors which is attracting the attention 
of local authorities, architects and electrical 
engineers. 

There are now five privately owned 
houses in Inverness which are heated by this 
method and the Town Council are construct- 
ing three blocks of all-electric flats which 
will use the new system. 

Mr. J. Blackburn, FRIBA, AMTPI, the 
Burgh Architect, designed and built the first 
of these houses for himself and he uses no 
other fuel. The system has proved so satis- 
factory both for cost and comfort that other 
householders near by have had this type of 
heating installed, some using the same system 
as the original house and the rest another 
system. The heating is thermostatically 
controlled and special insulating materials 
are used in the walls and roofs to conserve 
the heat. 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 


& 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
OLLOWING are rates of wages 


authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 7$d.; Labourers, 3s. 2d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 — 
s. ¢&. 
Ist. a ae aoa 39 104 
2nd a “¥ «ae 53 2 
3rd me a re 719 9 
4th aa .. 66% 106 4 
Sth - 73 119 74 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) +“ aa PPme: oo 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) =a 


2 104 











The cost of installation varies between 
£69 and £117 according to the size of the 
premises. The cost of building a fireplace 
and chimney is in the region of £50 to £100, 
and in the privately owned houses there 
would have been two fireplaces required so 
that the floor heating system has resulted in 
a saving. 

Other important advantages claimed for 
floor heating are that since there is no fire- 
place and hearth, there is an increase in the 
floor area and greater freedom to furnish and 
decorate rooms. There is no danger of 
children and furniture being burned, no fire- 
lighting or ash disposal problems, and the 
absence of dust means that the decoration of 
rooms lasts longer. There are no draughts, 
no heat is wasted, and al] parts of the rooms 
are at the same temperature. 


Thermal Storage Heating 


KIRKCALDY TOWN COUNCIL has approved 
thermal storage heating for the multi-storey 
flats which are to be built in the town. 
Thermostatically controlled heating elements 
will be located two inches below the floor 
concrete giving an average temperature of 
60 deg. F. The all-electric flats will have 
supplementary electrical fire heating, which 
is designed to give coal-fire atmosphere. 
The decision to adopt thermal storage heat- 
ing arises partly from the anxiety to elimin- 
ate chimneys, boiler houses and removal of 
ashes. Cheap off-peak electricity rates would 
give the tenants the advantage of lower cost 
heating, it was indicated. Cost is estimated 
as being in the region of 10s. per house per 
week, and arrangements are being made to 
meter separately and to allow individual cut 
off. 


Two-Apartment Houses 


THE FIRST two-apartment municipal 
houses to be built by any of the East Neuk 
burghs of Fife are to be built by the Pitten- 
ween Town Council. Plans have been 
approved by the Council for the building of 
eight two-apartment and four three-apart- 
ment houses. 

Glenrothes New Town Development 
Corporation are to build 13 two-apartment 
cottages in their Auchmuty precinct. The 
tenders have been approved by the Depart- 
ment of Health. The cottages are similar to 
those already erected by the Corporation for 
disabled persons. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aird.—District Council to erect 42 
Orchard Park and Aird-rd., Beauly. 

Airdrie.—Dean of Guild Court have approved plans 
for the erection of two shops and two flats of offices 
at Airdrie Cross, which are est. to cost £7,500. 


houses at 
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Bargeddie.—Erection of 30 houses for Lanarkshire 
CC. The architect is Samuel MacColl (A), County- 
bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans to be prepared for new 
housing scheme at Drumchapel (Unit No. 2, Road 13), 
Consisting of ten houses and ten maisonettes, three 
double and four single shops for which the architect 
is Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, Glasgow 
Cross, Glasgow. 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for 24 lock-up 
garages at. Balfour-ter., Westwood (1), Edmonton-ter., 
Murray (3rd development), and ten lock-ups at Dal- 
rymple-drive, for which the architect is Frank Scott 
(L), East Kilbride Development Corporation, Torrence 
House, East Kilbride. 

Edinburgh.—Dean of Guild Court have granted a 
warrant for permission to erect a school at Hyvot’s 
Bank, Gilmerton, which will be the second all-plastic 
school in Edinburgh. It will accommodate approxi- 
mately 700 pupils and will take 18 months to complete. 
The est. cost is £100,000. 

Edinburgh.—Corporation to erect an experimental 
ten-storey block of flats comprising between 60 and 70 
dwellings, in Spey-st., Pilrig. 

Elvanfoot.—Plans in hand for new farm house, also 
alterations and additions at Crooked Stans Farm 
House, for which the architects are J. D. Cairns and 
Ford (F), 48, Melville-st., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new Mill House and 
other buildings for the Scottish Agricultural Industries, 
Ltd., to be erected at 80 to 118, Admiral-st., and at 
Milnpark-st. The architects and engineers are Crouch 
& Hogg, 18, Woodside-cres., Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow. — Plans in hand for new Commercial 
Garage for Malcolm Campbell, Ltd., to be erected at 
33 to 39, Shuttle-st. The architects are Wylie, Shanks 
& Wylie (F&A), 12, Claremont-gdns., Clifton-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Dean of Guild Court have approved plans 
for the reconstruction of the Lyric Theatre at an est. 
cost of £90,000. The Court also approved plans for 
the building of a new senior secondary school for 1,000 
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pupils near the eastern boundary of Glasgow beside 
Lightburn Hospital, Carntyne-rd. 

Greenock.—Plans in hand for new garage, engineer- 
ing workshops and petrol filling station at The Glebe, 
for which the architects are Alexander MacNeil & 
Son, 204, Dalrumple-st., Greenock. 

Greenock.—The Ministry of Works, Edinburgh, has 
granted a licence for various works to be carried out 
at the Ardgowan Distillery, Ingleston-st., for which 
the architects and surveyors are James Barr & Son, 
FRICS, 213, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—The Ministry of Works has granted a 
licence to carry out works, est. to cost £8,000, at the 
Cartsburn Shipbuilding Dockyard, from plans by their 
own staff for Messrs. Scotts’ Shipbuilding & Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., Main-st., Charing Cross, Greenock. 

Greenock.—The Ministry of Works has granted a 
licence to carry out works at the Arthur Street En- 
gineering Works of John G. Kincaid & Co., Ltd., 
Main-st. Engineering Works, Greenock. 

Inverness-shire.—Erection of 18 houses for CC. The 
architect is Alexander Cullen (F), County-bldgs., The 
Castle, Inverness. ‘ 

Lanark.—Corporation to convert Castlebank House 
into a community centre. The architect is Andrew 
M. MacCorquindale, Master of Works Offices, Muni- 
cipal-bldgs., Lanark. > 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new halls to be 
erected at Bothwell Castle, Uddingston, for which 
the architect is Harry A. Nisbet, 29, Stephen-rd., 
Uddingston. 

Motherwell and Wishaw.—Dean of Guild has 
approved plans for new housing costing £lm. The 
plans show 69 blocks of three- and four-storey build- 
ing of crosswall construction at the North Forgewood 
site, Bellshill-rd., Motherwell, giving in all 386 three- 
apartment houses and 309 four-apartment houses. 

Ratherglen.—Plans prepared and approved by 
Lanarkshire CC for the erection of 126 houses at the 
Eastfield Farm housing site. The County Housing 
architect is Samuel MacColl (A), County-bldgs., Beck- 
ford-st., Hamilton West. 
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Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement - pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MARCH 3. 
_ *tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations and addi- 
tions at Stanley Royd Hospital, Wakefield. A to the 
Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 


by April 6 
MARCH 6. 
*tBirmingham City C.—Central building and con- 
trol house at Frankley Waterworks. A. Fordham, 
Gen. Mgr., Water Department. Dep. £2 2s. 


MARCH 8. 

*tBirmingham City C.—145 dwellings, Welsh House 
Farm, Harborne. A. G. Sheppard Fidler, City A. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 7. 

*tCamberwell MBC.—130 flats and maisonettes at 
site No. 50, Pelican-yard. TC. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Mansfield BC.—Erection of 13 houses in Halam-cl., 
on the Ladybrook housing estate. BE&S, Carr Bank, 
Mansfield. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wigan CBC.—Additional classrooms and lavatory 
accommodation at St. James’ CE primary school. 


BE. Dep. £2. 
MARCH 9. 

*tIsle of Ely CC.—Five police houses, March, and 
four at Wisbech. County A, March. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by April 3. 

i MARCH 10. 

*tKingston-upon-Thames RBC.—16 lock-up garages 
at Cumberland House. TC. Dep. £1 Is. 

ilts CC.—Secondary modern school at Bemerton 


Heath, Salisbury. County A. 
*Raling BC.—Assembly rll. a 
aling -—Assembly hall, Grange Girls’ S q 
BERS. "Dep 2. ge Girls’ School 


*Leicester City C.—Secondary modern school at 
Downing-dr., Spenefield-la. City A. Dep. £3. 

*tMedical Research C.—Three-storey laboratory at 
Swansea. H. Goldsmith, FRIBA, 18, Gay-st., Bath. 
Dep. £3. : 

*tSherborne UDC.—Nine flats. Petter, Warren & 
Roydon Cooper, architects, The Old Oxford Inn, West 
Hendford. Dep. £5. Tenders by April 9. 


MARCH 15. 


*tBucks CC.—Extensions, boys’ gram. -sch., 

Lascelles-rd., Slough. County A, Aylesbury. Dep. 
Tenders by April 26. ; 

*Ealing BC.—Civil defence training hut. BE. Dep. 


“Rickmansworth UDC.—47 garages, Berry-la., Whit- 
field-way, Orchard-way and Shepherds F ‘ 
E&S. Dep. £2 20 Ppherds farm estates 


*Sheffield City C.—176 dwellings on Greenhill 
estate, scheme 8. City A. Dep. £2. 
Southborough UDC.—Erection of ten houses at 


Chestnut-ave., Southborough. Howes and Jackman, 


architects, 1, Werulam-bldgs., Grays Inn, London, 
WCl1. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 16. 
*Wolverton UDC.—18 houses at Stacey Hill housing 
estate. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 17. 


*Glasgow Corpn.—Shops, flats and maisonettes at 


Parkneuk-rd., Mansewood. Architectural and Plan- 
ning Dept., 20, Trongate, Glasgow, Cl 
MARCH 18. 

*Calne and Chippenham RDC.—Six houses and site 
works at Ditteridge, Box. Edwards & Webster, 
architects, 10, St. Mary-st., Chippenham. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 19. 


Stourbridge (Worcs).—Erection of 146 dwellings on 
the Pedmore Fields estate, and a pair of shops with 
two flats over on the Wollaston Farm estate. G. N. 
— BE&S, Council House, Stourbridge. Dep. 

s 


*Wembley BC.—Central garage and workshops at 
Alperton-la. Boro’ Treasurer. Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 22. 
*Berks CC.—Junior and infants’ schools at a site 
in Sandy-la., Bracknell. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 








EVIT- 


SCAFFOLD 


FITTINGS § 


Swivels, Doubles and Putlog Couplers, 
Joint Pins, Putlog Ends, Adjustable and 
Standard Base Plates, etc. For normal 
scaffold tube to B.S.S.1139. 


Our DESIGNS give TOP 
SAFETY —yet you SAVE 


SCAFFOLDING PROBLEM? 


Specialist advice is yours—FREE. 
Weare as near to you as yourtelephone. 








37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, E.8 
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*Malvern UDC.—Shop at Station-gdns., Avenys, 
td. S&WE. Dep. £2 2s 
*Malvern UDC.—15 

S&WE. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Manchester City C.—Contract 205, 247 hous 
contract 206, 147 houses; contract 207, 42 flats, y 
Langley estate. Director of Housing. Dep. £3 EAs 
MARCH 24. ; 
*Reading CBC.—Photographic studio at the Police 
Station, Valpy-st. Boro’ A. " 


houses at Malvern We, 


MARCH 31. 
*+Glamorgan CC.—List of approved contracto, 
County A. 
APRIL 12. 


*tHeston and Isleworth BC.—Extension of refre, 
ment pavilion and new convenience at Lampton Pay 
Hounslow. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. . 


NO DATE. 
*Basingstoke BC.—18 dwellings, South Ham eState, 
E. Almond, Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Canterbury City C.—Houses and maisonettes 00 
various sites. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Croydon CBC.—Pair of houses at Davidson, 
BE. Dep. £3 3s. : 
/ *Croydon CBC.—Community hall, New Addington, 

E 


*Rickmansworth UDC.—Eight shops with 4 
maisonettes over, Baldwins-la., Croxley Green. C, G, 
Ransome Williams, clerk. Dep. £3 3s. 

Tunbridge Wells TC.—Erection of 30 houses on th: 
Sherwood estate. BS, Town Hall, Tunbridge Wels 
Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC, 


MARCH 2. 

*t+Plymouth City C.—Reinstatement works and ele. 

trical work, Stoke Schools. City A, Seymour-rd, 
MARCH 3. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Installation of addi 
tional steam boiler plant at Mill Hill Hospital, 
Huddersfield. A to the Board, Park-parade, Harto. 
gate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 1. 

MARCH 8. 

*Southport CBC.—Various specialist works x 
Pieasureland public conveniences. J. Wignall, LRIBA, 
41, Hoghton-st. Dep. £1 1s. each specification, 





MARCH 11, 
Kidsgrove UDC.—Lloyd Hurst, C of Council 
(Materials.) 
MARCH 12. 
*Chesham UDC.—Exterior painting 196 houses, 
L. D. Saturley, Housing Manager. Dep. £1 1s. 
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MARCH 13. 
Ebbw Vale UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
MARCH 15. 


*Chatham BC.—Exterior redecoration of up to 724 | 


council houses. Deputy BE&S. Dep. £1 1s 


*LCC.—Repainting Lambeth Bridge. Chief E, 
Dep. £1. 
MARCH 17. 
; 5 gal UDC.—P. Robinson, C to Council. (Mate 
rials. 


MARCH 22. 
_ *East Riding of Yorks CC.—Heating, water and gas 
installations at Brough county secondary school, 
County A, Beverley. 
MARCH 26. 
*Acton BC.—Conversion into flats and store of 
lo. 12, Roslin-rd. BE. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


MARCH 8. 
{Bedford RDC.—Sewerage scheme for seven 
parishes. Binnie, Deacon and Gourley, Artillery 
House, Artillery-row, Westminster, SW1. Dep. £10. 


Tenders by April 3 
MARCH 12. 

Runcorn UDC.—Formation and flagging of about 
5,666 sq. yds. footway at Town Hall estate (section 3) 
and Lamb-Sickle-la. estate. S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Tipton BC.—Surface dressing of about 50,000 sq. 
yds. carriageway. BE&S. 

Uckfield RDC.—Roads and sewers at (a) Balls 
Green, Withyham; (b) Hartfield-rd., Forest Row. 
Council S. Dep. £2 2s. 

MARCH 13. 

Hawarden RDC.—Construction of about 820 yds. 
pressure main between Mancot and Queensferry sewage 
disposal works. Elliott and Brown, MICE, Stanley 
House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. £5 5s. 

MARCH 15, e 

Anglesey CC.—Supply mains to Bodedern, Llanddeu- 
sant, Llanfwrog and Elim. Rofe and Raffety, en 
gineers, -3, Victoria-st., Westminster, London, SWI. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Halifax CB.—Road surfacing work. 
st., Halifax. Dep. £2. 

Samford RDC.—Sewerage works at Holbrook and 
East Bergholt. J. Good, engineer, 25, London-rd., 


BE, Crossley- 


Ipswich. Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 17. 

Seisdon RDC.—Roads and sewers, Lane Green 
estate, Wrottesley. F. Bagley, AMICE, Council 
Offices, Wombourn, nr. Wolverhampton. Dep. £5 5s. 

MARCH 22. . : 

*Finchley BC.—Layout of grounds at Basing housing 
estate. TC. Dep. £2. 

MARCH 24. 


Cosford RDC.—Construction and maintenance of 8 
250,000-gal. r.c. water tower. Lemon and Blizard, 
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sonsultant engineers, 59, -Tufton-st., Westminster, 
Dep. £10 10s. 
MARCH 29. 


Matlock UDC.—Extensions to Lea sewage disposal 
gorks, contract MD2. W. H. Radford & Son, Albion- 
chbrs., King-st., Nottingham. Dep. £5 5s. . 

Slough Corpn.—Laying of about 4,145 water mains, 
erection of two pipe bridges, etc. BE. Dep. £2 2s 


£2 2s. 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea. -DEVELOPMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 
the approval by BC of the development of the Anerley- 
st. section of the Battersea Park-rd. area, at an esti- 
mated cost of £430,184, The scheme provides for the 
erection of 190 dwellings, including an estate office, 
doctor’s surgery and communal drying rooms. Hsg. 
Com. also recommends approval of the development 
of the Battersea-rise car park site by the erection of 
nine shops and nine maisonettes, at estimated cost of 
$44,927. The schemes were prepared by the archi- 
yectural section of the BE&S department. ‘ 

BC are recommended to approve the following 
schemes: Six flats on the sites of Nos, 21, 23 and 
95, Anhalt-rd., estimated cost £13,100; six flats on the 
sites of Nos. 35 and 37, Brynmaer-rd. (No. 2), esti- 
mated cost £13,100; eight houses on the sites of Nos. 
33-45, Devereux-rd., and six houses and four flats on 
the sites of Nos. 52-66 opposite, at estimated cost 
£37,800; 22 houses on two sites in Fontarabia-rd., esti- 
mated cost £46,200; 14 maisonettes and flats on sites 
in Hauberk-rd., estimated cost £31,500; and 32 houses, 
maisonettes and flats on sites in Sarsfeld-rd., esti- 
mated cost £67,200. Hsg. Com. also recommend the 
acquisition of the site of No. 28, Alternburg-gdns., 
and ‘its development by the erection of three flats, 
estimated cost £7,000. 

Battersea. -CREMATORIUM.—Cemeteries and Open 
Spaces Com. propose the conversion of one of the 
chapels at Morden Cemetery for use as a crematorium. 

Bermondsey.—APPOINTMENT.—IP Com. recommend 
the appointment of Davis, Belfield and Everest, 9, 
Ashley-pl., SW1, as quantity surveyors for the erection 
of flats on the Raymouth-rd. site (No. 17a). 

Chelsea.—TELEPHONE EXCHANGE.—MoW propose to 
erect an extension to the Sloane Telephone Exchange 
on the site of Nos. 21-24, Chesham-pl. 

Chelsea.—RED Cross _ HEADQUARTERS.—Proposals 
have been made by the Chelsea Division, British Red 
Cross Society, Hall of Remembrance, Flood-st., SW3, 
for the erection on the site of Nos. 65-71, Old Church- 
st., of a new building for use as a divisional head- 
quarters, offices, medical loan stores and _ training 
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centre. MBC have approved in principle. 
City.-TemMpLe.—The City Temple at Holborn Via- 
duct, EC1, is to be rebuilt at a cost of over £300,000. 
The new building, which has been designed by Lord 
Mottistone,, FRIBA, of Seely and Paget, 41, 
Cloth Fair, EC1, will have three floors constructed 
on a reinforced concrete frame. At ground level will 
be an assembly hall and above this will be the church, 
holding a congregation of 1,500, with the offices and 
committee rooms on the top floor. 
City—ReBUILDING.—The Ministry of Works have 


granted a licence for the rebuilding of the war- 
damaged part of the Victory Ex-Services Club in 
Edgware-rd., W. The extension is to be called the 


Memorial Wing. 

Croydon.—ScHooL ADAPTATIONS.—EC recommend 
the adaptation of the Waddon School premises to 
accommodate the Heath Clark selective mixed school. 
The scheme includes the adaptation of the infants’ hall 
and three classrooms as laboratories, demolition of 
two handicraft rooms and three classrooms, the erec- 
tion of a hall, two gymnasia, four classrooms, a labora- 
tory, one art and craft room, and one kitchen and 
dining-room block. CBC are recommended to apply 
for loan sanction for £6,750. 

Croydon.—Houses.—TP approval has been given 
to proposals by S. O. Connor, 37, Orchard-rise, for 
the erection of four houses at Brookside-way, corner 
of Bywood-ave. 

Croydon.—Factory AND OFFICES.—The erection of 
a factory and offices at King Henry’s-dr., proposed by 
Diac, Ltd., 84, Sumner-rd., has been given TP 
approval. 

Croydon.—ScuHooL.—TP permission has been granted 
to proposals by the Rev. Father T. P. Howley, 37, 
Queenhill-rd., Selsdon, for the erection of buildings 
at the Good Shepherd RC primary school, Dunley-dr. 

Croydon.—Facrory.—Proposals by  Harringtons 
(London), Ltd., 329, Brighton-rd., Croydon, for the 
érection of a factory in King Henry’s-dr. have been 
given TP consent. 

Croydon.—CuurcH Hatt aNp ADDITIONS.—The 
Trustees of Thornton Heath Evangelical Free Church, 
London-rd., Thornton, have made proposals for the 
erection of a church hall and alterations and additions 
to the church at the corner of London-rd. and Malvern- 
td. By-law consent has been given. 
oe toydon.—Factory.—The erection of a factory at 
the site of plot No. 5, Vulcan-way, proposed by E. F. 
Langdale, Ltd., 24, Saint Cross-st., EC1, has been 
given TP permission. 

. Croydon.—-WarEHOUSE.—TP approval has been 
— to the erection of warehouse, loading bay and 
ry at 21, Lansdowne-rd., as proposed by T. Smith 

an (Croydon), Ltd.. 1a, Church-rd., Croydon. 

Toydon.—Houses.—TP_ permission has been 
oe to proposals by D. J. Caroline, 16, Kingswood- 
Slee nam, for the erection of seven houses in 

toydon.—Factory.—The erection of a factory in 
away — ot ybioposed by Prototypes 

), -, 23, Wellesley-rd. 
aa been given TP convene ey-rd., and the scheme 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 
The Brass and Copper Tube Association have 
announced that, following changes in the market 
prices of metals, basis prices have been increased 
from midnight, February 18, as follows:— 
Increased by Basis price 


per lb. per Ib. 
Copper tubes $d. 274d. 
Brass tubes a 4d. 223d. 
Brazed brass tubes id. 341d. 
Drawn brass strip sections 4d. 323d. 
Copper-nickel tubes 70/30 id. 354d. 

Increased by 
per lb. 

Brass and aluminium brass ferrules 4d. 
Copper-nickel ferrules, 70/30 .. id. 











Fulham.—Fiats.—LCC TP permission has been 
granted to proposals by MBC for the erection of three-, 
five- and eight-storey blocks of flats, ancillary com- 
munity rooms and stores on the sites of Nos. 38 (‘* The 
Grange ’’) and 40, North End-cres. 

Fulham.—SitE AcQUISITION.—MBC 
mended to acquire the land and premises abutting on 
Landridge-rd., at estimated cost £7,350. The site is 
suitable for the erection of about 20 dwellings. 

Hammersmith.—F.Lats.—Hsg. Com. have instructed 
H. T. Cadbury-Brown, FRIBA, 17, Clarges-st., Picca- 
dilly, W1, to prepare drawings for the erection of 
flats on the eastern section of the site north of Albion- 
gdns., W 

Hammersmith.—DEVELOPMENT.—BE&S _has__ sub- 
mitted a report on the redevelopment of the Sulgrave- 
rd. site, and has reported that revised plans for the 
erection of eight flats on the site of Nos. 65-67, St. 
Stephen’s-ave., W112, have been approved by the 
Regional A in connection with MBC’s application for 
loan sanction. 

Heston and Isleworth.—Houses.—BC propose to 
erect about 100 houses on land situated on the north 
side of Cranford-la. 

Lambeth.—APPoINTMENT.—The appointment of 
J. A. Burrell, FRICS, 17, Gray’s Inn-sq., WCl, as 
quantity surveyor for the scheme for site No. 24, Cald- 
well-st., has been recommended by the scheme archi- 
tects, Bridgwater & Shepheard, ARIBA, 42, Bruton- 
pl., Berkeley-sq., W1, and approved by Hsg. Com. 

Lambeth.—APpPoINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. have recom- 
mended the appointment of H. Moncrieff, FRIBA, 
AMPTI, of Co-operative Planning, Ltd., as the archi- 
tect for the development of site No. 5, Opal-st.; and 
Arthur Boxall & Ptnrs., as quantity surveyors for the 
scheme. 

Lambeth.—SitE AcQurIsiITIOoN.—MBC have acquired 
for housing development the following properties:— 
Nos. 10-13 (cons.), 40, 41, 42, 45, 46, Riverhall-st. and 
no. 6, Camellia-st.; nos. 122 and 114, Hartington-rd.; 
nos. 17, 25 and 27, Cavendish-gr.; nos. 120, 122 and 
124, Lansdowne-way; nos. 22 and 19, Allen Edwards- 
rd. (Site No. 2—Hartington-rd.). Part of St. Mary’s 
House (formerly ‘‘ Ellerslie ’’), Crown-la. (Site No. 19 
—Portobello Extension). Nos. 9 and 13, Aytoun-rd. 
(Small Site No. 57—Aytoun-rd.). No. 268, Clapham- 
rd. (Site No. 14—Studley-rd.). Nos. 32 to 46 (even), 
te and nos. 2-6, Dexter-rd. (Small Site No. 


are recom- 


Hsg. Com. have recommended the acquisition at 
estimated cost £27,260 of the following sites as suitable 
for housing development:—No. 101, Gipsy Hill (Site 
No. 33); nos. 166 and 168, Tulse Hill and land front- 
ing Christchurch-rd. (Site No. 34); Jasper-rd., land ad- 
joining Ranger Mansions (Site No. 87); land bounded 
on north by no. 60, Woodland Hill, on south by nos. 
5-13, Camden Hill-rd., and on west by nos. 42-46, 
Gipsy Hill (Site No. 88); nos. 72 and 74, Salter’s Hill 
and land adjoining (Site No. 89); land between nos. 
38 and 48, Hainthorpe-rd., land with garages to north 
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of no. 48, Hainthorpe-rd., and extending to rear of 
nos. 71-77, Canterbury-gr. (Site No. 90); site of nos. 
9-19 (odd), Chancellor-gr. (Site No. 91); car park and 
builder’s yard at junction of Avenue Park-rd./Nor- 
wood-rd. (Site No. 92); nos. 6-18 (even) and land ad- 
joining New Park-rd. (Site No. 93); land rear part of 
no. 102, Herne Hill, next EFM site (Site No, 94); 
site of nos. 20-26 (even), Herne Hill-rd. (Site No. 95); 
—_ between nos. 325-341, Shakespeare-rd. (Site No. 
). 


In addition to the foregoing sites, Hsg. Com. to 
proceed with the development of the following sites:— 
Nos. 55-59 (odd), Mervan-rd. (Site No. 79); nos. 7“ 
(odd), Glenelg-rd. (Site No. 80); nos. 83-87 (odd), Sud- 
bourne-rd. (Site No. 81). 

Lewisham.—LoaN SANCTION.—MH&LG has given 
Joan sanction of £44,597 to MBC for the development 
of Ermine-rd., Ellerdale-st. and Tyrwhitt-rd., under 
Contract 4. 

Lewisham.—SitE ACQUISITION.—MH&LG have given 
approval to BC for the acquisition of the sites of Nos. 
36-52 (even), Eltham-rd. for housing purposes. BC 
also propose to acquire the following sites: No. 40, 
Burnt Ash-rd., Nos. 9-12 (cons.), Lingards-rd., Nos. 
12, 13 and 14, Campshill-pl., and Nos. 20-23 (cons.), 
Chaplin-st. 

Paddington.—DEVELOPMENT.—LCC architects are to 
Prepare a comprehensive layout for the redevelopment 


of the 40-acre area lying between Harrow-rd. and 
the Canal, incorporating schools, open spaces and 
shops. The area includes Westbourne-sq. 


Paddington.—SitE AcCQUISITION.—MH and LG has 
approved the compulsory acquisition by MBC of the 
sites of no. 73, Marylands-rd. and no. 3, Burlington- 
mews West, for development purposes. 

Shoreditch.—SITE AcCQUISITION.—MBC are _ recom- 
mended to acquire the sites of nos. 5, 4-16, Tiptree- 
st., nos. 123-153, Kingsland-rd. and no. 28, Shenfield- 
st., as part of the Geffrye estate. 

Shoreditch.—_DweELtinGcs.—LCC are to grant plan- 
ping permission to the erection of three blocks of 
dwellings at Charles-sq. and Brunswick-pl., to plans 
submitted by BS.—MBC are recommended to approve 
the inclusion of a scheme for the erection of 24 flats 
for old people in the Bevenden-st. area in the 1954 
housing programme. 

Walthamstow.—SitE AcQuIsiTION.—BC are to 
acquire for housing development the sites of no. 14, 
Ravenswood-rd.; nos. 35-41, Beaconsfield-rd.; nos. 3-11, 
Byron-rd; no. 55, Browns-rd.; nos. 65-73, Gosport-rd.; 
no. 14, Prospect Hill; no. 26, Falmouth-ave.; nos. 
26-46a, Greenleaf-rd. and nos. 102-112 and 122-128, 
Brookscroft-rd.; nos. 2 and 4, Aveling Park-rd.; nos. 
161-195 (odd), Chingford-rd., and nos. 2-18 (even), 
Evesham-ave. 

Walthamstow.—DEVELOPMENT.—Schemes have been 
prepared by Boro’ A,-E and S for the following de- 
velopment: 10 flats in Fyfield-rd.; 18 flats on the site 
of ‘‘ Normanhurst,’”’ land adjoining, and no. 26, Fal- 
mouth-ave.; car showrooms on the sites of nos. 67-71, 
Hoe-st. (site leased to H. J. Clapp). 

Walthamstow.—DweELLincs.—The erection of two 
dwelling-houses on the sites of Nos. 214-216, St. John’s- 
rd. has been given TP _ consent. Proposers are 
Edworthy & Son, Ltd., bldg. contractors, 14, 
Grosvenor Park-rd., E17. 

Walthamstow.—Factory ExTENSIONS.—TP consent 
has been given to proposals by British Moulded Plas- 
tics, Ltd., for the extension of their factory at 
Avenue Works, Walthamstow-ave. 

Walthamstow.—CuurcH AppDITIONS.—The erection 
of a church hall and club room in Bisterne-ave. as 
proposed by the Parochial Church Council has been 
given TP approval. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Abram.—UDC propose erection of 5 blocks of flats 
at Bickershaw site. Architects, J. C. Prestwich & 
Sons, Bradshawgate-chbrs., Leigh. 

Ashington.—UDC propose central depot on gas- 
works site. Plans by S, Council Offices. 

Bingley.—TC approved plans, factory at Castlefield 
estate, Crossflatts, for Steel Products (Bingley), Ltd. 

Birmingham.—TIC approved scheme for erection of 
148 shops, 55 garages and 12 tenants’ meeting-rooms 
on various sites. Est. cost £1,186,562. 

Brierfield.—UDC seek approval for erection of 21 
houses on Parson Clough estate. 

Brighton.—TC to invite twospecialist firms to submit 
preliminary sketch plans and designs for scheme to 
improve and adapt Corn Exchange and provide con- 
ference hall to hold about 1,000 persons and seat 800 
persons for dinners, and to adapt it for use as a 
ballroom. 

Burton-on-Trent.—BC approved amended plan for 
erection of grammar school and playing fields, £193.382 
estimated, 

Canterbury.—40 houses and flats to be erected by 
City C on upper portion of London-rd. housing 
estate, in addition to allocation of 100 houses as 1954 
quota.—MH&LG approved in principle erection by 
City C of up to 550 houses at Hales-pl. estate. First 
60 to be commenced this year.—MoA prepared to 
approve stage 2 of cattle market scheme. City A, 
L. Hugh Wilson, ARIBA. 

Carlisle—MoW to begin work this year on con- 
struction of new Government buildings in George- 
st.—City C considering erection of 120 flats and 180 
bungafows on number of small sites. 

Chester.—TC to invite tenders in April for exten- 
sions to transport depot. Approved plans:—New staff 
rooms and lavatory block at Chester College School, 
Parkgate-rd.; new editorial offices and workrooms at 
27, Bridge-st., for Chester Chronicle and Assoc. 
Newspapers, Ltd.—Higson’s Brewery, Ltd., propose 
restoration as licensed premises of Hooton Aero Club 
on Chester-West_Kirkby-rd. : 

Chesterfield.—RDC propose further 28 houses at 
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Holmesfield.—CoE Auth. propose erection of church 
at Gleadless, Basegreen estate. Architect, J. Mansell 
Jenkinson, Sheffield. 

Chester-le-Street.—RDC A, F. Bowman, to report 
on possibility of Council erecting slum clearance houses 
on vacant sites at Birtley, Sacriston, and Perkens- 
ville. 

Clay Cross (Derbys).—Licence for £25,000 issued to 
Mr. H. Elton, Nottingham (chairman of Nottingham 
Group of Cinemas), for erection of new cinema on 
site of old Hippodrome. Work will commence about 
September. 

Consett.—Vaux and Associated Breweries, Ltd., 
Sunderland, to convert cottages at Stamfordham into 
hotel. Company have own architect’s department. 

Daventry.—TC received approval for further 75 
traditional houses for workers of British Timken, Ltd. 

Derbyshire.—EC approved expenditure £16,300 for 
additional accommodation at Staveley Hollinswood 
Cty. Sec. Sch. 

Dudley.—BC to invite tenders for two blocks of 
dwellings, eight flats and eight houses at Woodside 
area and blocks of flats at Rayboulds Fold and St. 
Giles-st. area.—Propose new propagating nursery at 
Saltwells, £17,500 est. 

Dorham.—CC considering provision of nursery sch., 
health centre, clinic and boarding sch. for physically 
handicapped at Dryburn. Cty. A, G. R. Clayton, 
Court-la., Durham. 

Durham.—RDC to erect 252 houses this year at 
Bowburn, West Rainton, Kelloe, Belmont and Bear- 
park.—Durham City C propose housing developments 
on 189 acres of land at Low Carr House, Framwell- 
gate Moor.—Westoe Breweries, Ltd., Durham, applied 
to MoW for £13,000 building licence for public-house 
at Auton Stile, Bearpark.—Plans approved for office 
building at Tursdale Colliery and offices, gantries, etc., 
at Metal Br:dge Drift Mine, for Durham Div Coal Brd. 

Easington.—NCB (No. 3 Area) to erect central work- 
shops at Blackhall Colliery. 

Easington.—_MH&LG approved RDC’s revised esti- 
mates at £25,222 for erection of 18 houses at Murton. 

Eccles.—BC approved plans for two blocks of Type 
4 three-storey flats (18 in each block), one block of 
Type E four-storey flats (24 flats), and one block of 
Type E and D four-storey flats (24 flats) at Old Mill 
site, Church-st,—BC to prepare sketch plans for erec- 
tion of municipal offices at side and rear of Town Hall. 

Ennerdale.—RDC approved 178 houses at Egremont 
Gully Flats; 20 at Distington Hall Flatts. 

Eston (Yorks).—North-Eastern Breweries, Ltd., 
Bridge-rd., Stockton-on-Tees, propose new ‘‘ Norman- 
by Hotel ’”’ at South Bank. 

Fairfield.—Layout plans for the building of further 
77 houses on Victoria Park No. 3 site approved by 
BC.—MH&LG given loan sanction to BC for £43,998 
for erection of 32 houses. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—International Paints, Ltd., to erect 
an office block in Stoneygate-la. The firm have pre- 
pared their own plans. 

Folkestone.—TC have approved the erection of 86 
houses on various sites in the borough in 1954 housing 
programme.—Hsg. Com. considering development for 
housing purposes of sites of nos. 2-18, Lower Sandgate- 
td., and site in Park Farm-rd. 

Garstang.—RDC propose erection of 12 houses at 
Hambleton, 12 at Great Eccleston and 12 at Stalmine. 

Gateshead.—Ind Coope & Allsopp, Ltd., Burton-on- 
Trent, seek permission to erect licensed premises to 
be known as “‘ British Queen” in Split Crow-rd., 
Gateshead. 

Gateshead.—E. Shaphard, Ltd., drapers, furnishers, 
etc., plan extensions to stores in West-st., Gateshead. 
—Site in Split Crow-rd. to be used by TC for erec- 
tion of eight houses.—TC approved outline applica- 
tion for factory addition in Kyle-rd., for Dandy Con- 
fectionery Works, Ltd. Architects, Arthur & Kirkup, 
13, Swinburne-st., Gateshead. 

Glendale.—RDC approved plans for 16 houses and 
flats at Wooler. Architects, Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds 
Bank-chbrs., Alnwick. 

Golborne.—UDC seek approval for erection of 80 
houses in 1954 programme. 

Grange-Over-Sands.—UDC seek Min. approval for 
erection of flats and maisonettes at Thornfield-rd. 

Halesowen.—Mitchells and Butler, Ltd., propose 
erection of public-house at Hasbury. Architect, 
Stanley Beach, Halesowen. 

Harrogate.—TC to invite tenders for 72 flatlets on 
Grove House and Bilton-la. estates.—Approved plans 
for erection of amenity block at Crimple House estate 
for ICI, Ltd.; extensions to factory at Prospect-rd., 
Starbeck, for Arville Textiles, Ltd. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—UDC has decided on 


I slum 
—_— and erection of 73 houses on site. 


Plans by 


Houghton-le-Spring.—Durham CC propose police 
houses on Barnwell estate. 

Hyde.—BC approved following houses in 1954:—92 
at Dokinfield-rd. estate and 40 at Fleet-st. estate. 

Keighley.—TC approved erection of Church at 
Bracken Bank estate, for Baptist Authorities. Archi- 
tects, Lunn & Lunn, Huddersfield. 

nes.—CC purchased four farms at Wrea Green 
and one at Freckleton, for development as 14 dairy 
holdings, £102,000 est. 

Lancaster.—Congregational Council propose erection 
of mission church on Lentworth-drive., Hala estate 
(Rev. R. Thompson). 

Lancaster.—Lancs CC purchased following pre- 
mises for adaptation as hostels for aged:—‘* Fair 
Elms ’’ and ‘‘ The Laurels,’’ Westbourne-rd., £39,725 
est., ‘‘ The Hermitage Private Hotel,’’ Caton, £25,627 
est., and ‘* Moor Platt,’’ Caton, £20,475 est. 

Lanchester (Co. Durham).—Westoe Breweries, Ltd., 
to construct public-house at Langley Park. Architect, 
J. J. Eltringham, Derwent-st., Blackhill, Co. Durham. 

Leek.—RDC approved layout for 36 houses at Badde- 
ley Green for Coal Industry Housing Assoc. 


THE BUILDER 


Leyland.—MoW prepared to grant licence to Victor 
Bell, Palace Cinema, Leyland, for erection of new 
cinema at cost between £40,000 and £50,000. 

Liverpool.—TC to prepare quantities for final war 
damage repairs at Breckside Park Depot. ; 

Liverpool.—Liverpoo! CoE Diocesan Reorganisation 
Com. propose erection of dual church buildings at 
Orford estate, Warrington and Prescot. ? 

Liverpool.—EC made fvullowing architectural appoint- 
ments for schools included in 1954/5 programme:— 
Hillfoot Hey Sec. Grammar Sch., £161,480 est., 
Ormrod & Banister, 49, Rodney-st.; New Heys Sec. 
Grammar, £161,480 est., H. Thearle, 66, Rodney-st.; 
Toxteth Sec. Tech. Sch., £140,000 est., Morter 
Dobie, 11, Rumford-st.; alterations and additions to 
School of Pharmacy, Rees & Holt, 64, Rodney-st.; 
Edge Hill Sec. Mod. Sch., Willink & Dod, Cunard- 
bldgs.; Woolton Cty. Prim., Bernard Miller, 39, Blue- 
coat-chbrs., School-la.; Cuckoo-la. Sec. Mod. Sch., 
Weightman & Bullen, 76, Rodney-st.; West Derby 
Sec. Mod. Sch., Harold E. Davies & Son, 18, Harring- 
ton-st. All of Liverpool. 

Manchester.—Ferranti, Ltd., Hollinwood, propose 
erection of further factory at the Wythenshawe estate. 

Market Drayton.—UDC to prepare plans for six 
bungalows at Salisbury-rd. 

Middlesbrough.—EC to proceed with erection of 
college with laboratories, workshops, etc., on site in 
Douglas-st. Plans by Boro’ A. 

Middlesbrough.—T. A. Crawford, Borough-rd., 
architect for four houses in Stanhope-gr., for 4 
Waddington, builder.—Shannon (Contractors), Ltd., to 
erect four houses in Acklam-rd. : 

Morecambe and Heysham.—TC propose block of six 
shops and 12 flats at Blackberry Hall estate. 

Mossley.—R. Radcliffe & Sons (Mossley), Ltd., Vale 
Mill, Mossley, propose erection of new two-storey 
building. 

Nantwich.—UDC approved in principle erection of 
mew abattoir, £20,000 est. 

Newcastle.—City C asked to approve scheme for 24 
flats on Montague estate (£36,729); to houses on Blake- 
law estate (£16,676). Prices approved by MH&LG. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. Deuchar, Ltd., Eldon-sq., 
to seek sanction from magistrates to construct licensed 
premises to be known as ‘‘ Lochside Inn,’’ in Redhall- 
dr. Architects, Marshall & Tweedy, 36, Blackett-st., 
Newcastle.—E. Lawson, Barras-bldgs., Barras 
Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne, preparing plans for ban- 
queting room at ‘‘ Imperial Hotel,’’ Jesmond-rd., for 
Louis Hotels, Ltd. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC to appropriate half an acre 
of land on Montagu Estate for proposed nursery 
school. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—EC considering extensions to 
city’s College of Art and Industrial Design, cost about 
£13,000, and work will be spread over three years. 
City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

a ee a Ltd., London, 
propose erection of new departmental store on site 
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bounded by Penkull-st., Hick-st. and Friars-st, 


tects, Hulme & Upright, District Bank-chbrs,, Stoke. 
on-Trent. 
Northampton.—RC Auths. propose erection of 


church at St. Margaret-gdns., Dallington. Architects 
Sir John Brown, A. Henson & Ptnrs., Northampton, 

Northants.—CC to commence following schools is 
1954:—Corby, two-form entry infants’ sch., £49.75) 
est.; Corby, three-form entry Sec. Mod. Sch., £177;0 
est.; Roade, two-form entry Sec. Mod. Sch., £125,33) 
est.; extensions to Woodford-cum-Membris Sec. Mog 
Sch., £23,700 est.; second instalment of Welling. 
borough Sec. Tech. Sch., £108,200 est. 

North Riding.—EC to seek special sancticn to build 
prim. sch. at Dishforth, for soldiers’ children, Play 
by Cty. A, County Hall, Northallerton. 

North Shields.—Rev. W. Nicholson, vicar of g 
Peter’s, Balkwell, raising £15,000 for building of Lew 
church. 

Northumberland.—CC to appoint private architec, 
for Bedlington Child Welfare Centre (£12,400), Blyth 
aged people’s hostel (£27,500), and Wallsend aged 
people’s hostel (£27,000). 

Northumberland.—CC to begin work during ney 
financial year on construction of sec. sch. and prim, 
sch. at Bedlington. Cty. A, C. C. Brown, County 
Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Norton.—RDC approved layout for 8 houses and 
8 aged persons’ bungalows on Sherburn estate, 

Nuneaton.—Proposal to erect new ambulance depot 
at Nuneaton, at est. cost £14,000, recommended fo; 
approval by County Health Com. Cty. A has su}. 
mitted sketch plans. 

ury.—IC approved erection of two addition) 
classrooms at St. Huberts Prim. Sch., Wolverhampton. 
rd., Warley, for Rev. T. F. O’Doherty. 

Oldbury.—Rounds Green Methodist Church propos 
erection of church in Newbury-la. area. 

Oldham.—BC received approval for construction of 
helicopter stn. at Oldham Edge. 

Otley.—UDC approved plans, additions to premisy 
at Kirkgate, for William Walker & Sons, Ltd. 

Ramsgate.—TC has invited seven local firms to 
tender for converting part of the town’s Regency Build. 
ings into municipal offices, cost est. not to exceed 
£25,000. MH&LG to approach regional building com. 
for starting date, which is hoped will be May 1. Th 
firms are David Dorman & Co., Ltd., D. C. Heard & 
Co., Ltd., Grummant Bros., E. W. Martin & Son, 
Ltd., W. W. Martin (Thanet), Ltd., J. B. Sharman, 
and S. C. Ward, Ltd. 

Rochdale.—BC approved plans, new dual-purpose 
building between Gainsborough-ar, and Cavendish-rd,, 
Kirkholt estate, for C of E Board of Finance, Diocese 
of Manchester, Diocesan House, Deansgate, Man- 
chester. 

St. Helens.—Health Com. to seek approval for 
scheme for erection of clinic on East Lancs-rd. housing 










































































estate, est. cost £17,000. 


Salford.—RC Auths. propose new Sec. Mod. Sch. | 


(St. Alberts) at Pendleton. 


ury. 

Salford.—Plans submitted to TC: Erection of com- 
mercial and/or industrial building on sites of 95a, 
97 and 99, Chapel-st. for executors of W. F. Milnes. 
—Extensions to existing factory adjoining 49, Brown- 
st. for R. England (Salford), Ltd. 

Scarborough.—TC approved: Replacement of St. 
Thomas’s Almshouses, Hoxton-rd,, by new block of 
10 dwellings, £11,500 est., for Municipal Charity 
Trustees. 

Scarborongh.—During the current year TC to spend 
£10,750 for ice making and storage plant at West 
Pier.—Corp. Parks Com. to consider proposals for 
crematorium at Woodlands Cemetery.—Municipal 
Charity Trustees are to rebuild St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
Hoxton-rd. 

Sheffield.—TC to lease site at corner of Nursery-st. 
and Joiner-la. to Turner & Newall, Ltd., for erection 
of distribution and service depot. 

Sheffield.—TC appointed J. Mansell Jenkinson & 
Sons, 18, Norfolk-row, Sheffield, as architects for re- 
— of war damaged flats at Croft-bldgs., Town- 
head-st. 


Southend.—Government have sanctioned building of 


£33,000 aircraft factory at Southend Municipal Ait 
port. Southend Corp. will erect factory and lease to 
private firm. 

South Shields.—Plans to be prepared for new church 
of St. Cuthbert’s, Cleadon Park, est. cost £15,000. 
Rev. Mark Ferguson, vicar. ; 

Stafford.—GPO propose erection of automatic tele- 
phone exchange at North Walls and Eastgate-st. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—J. W. Cameron & Co., Ltd, 
Lion Brewery, West Hartlepool, applying to licensing 
magistrates for removal of licence from ‘* Customs 
House ’”’ Hotel to new premises to be known 3s 
‘* Rimswell Hotel,’’ Stockton. Architect, R. Cowan, 
20, Finkle-st., Stockton-on-Tees. - 

Stockton-on-Tees. . E. Charlewood, 14, Neville- 


Architect, Mr. R. Byrom | 





st., Newcastle, architect for proposed C of E in - 


tern-ave.—Goodyear Tyre Rubber Co., Ltd., t 
erect warehouse and offices. ’ 
Stockton-on-Tees.—G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-t.. 


preparing plans for industrial development of land in 
Portrack-la., for Cohen, Fordy & Son, 
builders, Boathouse-la., Stockton, propose 10 houses 
in Brisbane-gr. to plans by M. Trotter, 134, High-., 
Stockton. ; 
Stone.—UDC received approval for conversion of 
premises at 8, High-st., into new council offices. ' 
Stourbridge.—TC received approval for erection 0 
blocks of flats at Broadway, Norton estate. 
Stretford.—BC approved plans for design room % 
Textilose-rd. for Textilose, Ltd.; maintenance shed at 
Trafford Park-rd. for W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. 
alterations and conversion of 11, Talbot-rd. to form 
residential hotel for J. Cairns. 
Sunderland.—TC to build this year hostel 
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dren placed under their care at cost £13,000, and 
working boys’ hostel at cost £10,000. Plans by Boro 
A. H. C. Bishop. f : 

Sunderland.—I'C received loan sanction £150,983 
for erection of 132 houses at Grindon Village.—S. W. 
Milburn & Ptnrs., 9, Esplanade, Sunderland, archi- 
tects for proposed alterations and additions to Royal 
Infirmary, New_Durham-rd., for Sunderland Hospital 
Management Com.—F. Hindmarsh & Prtnrs., 
estate agents, 114, Pilgrim-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, pro- 
pose block of shops in Barnes Park-rd. and Durham- 
rd., Sunderland.—Plans prepared by Matkin & Haw- 
kins, Fawcett-st., Sunderland, for additions to Masonic 
Temple, Queen-st., Sunderland. 

Sutton Coldfield.—BC to prepare sketch plans for 
erection of Petty Sessional Court House. 

Sutton Coldfield.—Birmingham Reg. Hosp. Board 
approved scheme for kitchen block and staff dining 
facilities at Good Hope Hosp., £23,000 est. 
“Todmorden.—West Riding TC propose purchase and 
conversion of Baldwins Works as cty. ambulance 
epot. 

a (near Bury).—UDC to invite tenders for 
erection of 50 houses in 1954. 

Tynemouth.—TC prepared scheme for repair and 
reconstruction of sea wall below Knotts Flats, est. 
cost, £50,000. Plans by Boro’ S, D. M. O’Herhily. 

Wakefield.—RDC approved plans, club and institute 
at Crossley-st., New Sharlston, for trustees of Sharls- 
ton Miners’ Welfare Scheme. 

Wallsend.—Ind Coope & Allsopp, Ltd., Burton-on- 
Trent, considering erection of licensed premises at 
Churchill-st., Willington Quay, Wallsend, to be known 
as ‘‘ Rosehill Hotel.”’ 

Wallsend.—Plans for extensions to the Grammar 
Sch. have been approved. Architect, C. C. Brown, 
County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Walsall.—TC to approach MoH for permission to 
erect new inf. welfare centre in Coalpool area. Centres 
may be erected at Gipsy-la. and proposed Mossley 
estate in the future. 

Warrington.—BC received approval for construc- 
tion of aged persons’ home on Orford estate.—BC 
approved plans:—Office block at Thames Board Mills, 
Arpley, for Unilever, Ltd.; extensions to assembly hall 
at Grange-ave., for British Aluminium Co., Ltd., office 
building at Latchford Lochs works for British Alu- 
minium Co., Ltd., new bridge between buildings at 
John-st., for Winwick Tannery, Ltd.; 44 houses on site 
east of Derwent-rd., for W. Beswick, Ltd. 

Washington (Co. Durham).—Ministry has approved 
improvements to 107 houses at a cost of £44,173.— 
UDC is to invite tenders for the erection of shops 
and flats at The Drive and Oxford-ave-—UDC to 
obtain tenders for erecting a new bus stn. in Victoria- 
rd. The work will include the provision of shelters 
and public conveniences. ‘ Crowe. 
Wellingborough.—UDC approved erection of light in- 
dustrial building at Leighton-pl. for W. Pearce & Co. 
(Northampton), Ltd., Northampton. 

Wenlock (Salop).—TC propose erection of 21 houses. 

West Bromwich.—TC approved plans, demolition 
and rebuilding premises at 99-103, Hill Top, for H. 
Lugg, 107, Hill Top. 

West Hartlepool.—TC approved revised plans for 
proposed RC Church in Stratford-rd., for Rev. Fr. 
B. C. Sharratt. Architect, T. A. Crawford, 80, 
Borough-rd.. Middlesbrough. 

Wigan.—RDC approved plans for garage and work- 
shop off Appley-la., Wrightington, for Walter Mart- 
land, Ltd. 

Wigan.—TC received approval for erection of 220 
dwellings in addition to 24 shops and flats and 20 
houses alreadv approved for 1954 programme. 

Wirksworth.—UDC approved erection of factory at 
Derby-rd., for Hitchin, Daley & Co., Wirksworth. 

Wolverhampton.—Birmingham Reg. Hospital Brd. 
Propose adaptation of top floor of ward block for 
provision of thoracic surgical and orthopedic beds at 
Royal Hospital, £10,000 est. 

_ Wolverhampton.—Hsg. Com. approved in_ prin- 
ciple scheme for redevelopment of 10 acres of former 
ry area by building of 370 dwellings, 325 flats and 
5 houses. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments, 


Aberdeen.—Corporation to erect a temporary sch. 
at the Mastricks housing site. Alexander B. Gardner 
(F), Council A, Broad-st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen: 
Alexander Hall & Son (Builders), Ltd., Granitehill, 
Northfield, Aberdeen. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Erection of 10 houses in Sid- 
law-rd., for UDC. Architects, Kitching & Co., 21, 
Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: *Moore & Cartwright, 
Mount Pleasant-rd., Stockton-on-Tees. 

Birmingham.—Extensions at Birmingham Crema- 
torium, Walsall-rd., Perry Barr, for Birmingham Cre- 
matorium Co., Ltd.: *T. Lowe & Son, Ltd., Curzon- 
St., Burton-on-Trent. 

Blackpool.—Eight shops with nine maisonettes over 
at Mereside, for TC: *Wm. Eaves & Co., Ltd., Dag- 
gers Hall Works, Vicarage-la., Blackpool, £34,526. 
homotle-— Houses for BC:—Completion of revised 
housing schemes 27 (i) and 27 (k) Netherton estate: 
Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 69, Argyle-st., £32,868 and 


£81,503. 46 houses at Netherton: *W. L. Murphy & 
os. Ltd., Kirkstone-rd. North, Liverpool 12. | Six 
owes eight flats and 14 maisonettes at Captains-la.: 


. W. Kenney, Ltd., 92 Liverpool-rd. North, Mag 
hull, £37,436. Eight ‘shop ine maisonettes at 

436. E shops and nine maisonettes at 
Copy-la.: *Direct Labour, £27,392. 
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Bradford-Melksham.—Work for RDC:—Erection of 
houses at Winsley: *T. Holdoway & Sons, Westbury, 
Wilts, £11,646. Erection of the Hilperton housing 
scheme: *R. Best & Son, Bath, £8,102. Housing site 
work on the Newleaze extension at Hilperton: *Coun- 
ties Plant, Ltd., Bath, £4,582. 

Clay Cross (Derbys).—14 single persons’ flats at 
Pilsley-rd. site, for UDC: *John Adlington, Ltd., Clay 
Cross, £11,900. 

Croydon.—Erection of a further 28 flats on the 
Sylvan Hill/Auckland-rd./Church-rd. housing estate, 
SE19, for BC: *W. J. Sims, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 
£47,512. (Extension to existing contract.) 

Cumberland.—Erection of miners’ welfare hall at 
Siddick, for the Northern (N. & C.) Coal Brd. Plans 
by the Board’s Architects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers, 
Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Gordon Durham & 
Co., Workington, £10,000. 

Daventry.—38 houses for TC: *Bosworth & Wake- 
ford, Ltd., Daventry, £54,239. 

Derby.—104 houses at Harvey-rd. 
*Direct Labour, £131,000. 

Durham.—Erection of X-ray dept. at 
Hospital, for Newcastle Reg. Hospital 
** Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. P. i 
Knighton, Board’s Chief A: *E. Gilderoy, Allergate, 
Durham, £22,338 (lowest of 10 tenders received). 

Forfarshire.—Plans prepared for 12 houses to be 
erected at the Springfield site. William W. Young, 
Council A, Matser of Works Offices, Brechin. Excava- 
tion, brick, building and allied works: *G. & D. Laird, 
Ltd., Forfar, £3,815. Plumbing, sanitary engineering 
and allied works: *Alexander Taylor, Montrose, £1,439. 
Cement, plaster, lathing and allied works: *James W. 
Robertson, High-st., Kirriemuir, Angus, £698. Elec- 
trical fittings installation and allied works: *J. Lamont 
& Sons, Market-st., Brechin, £455. Grates and allied 
works: *D. Sherret & Son, Clerk-st., Brechin, £314. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *Fettes & 
Stephens, Ltd., Castle-pl., Montrose, £2,926. Slating, 
roughcasting and allied works: *D. Scott & Son, Ltd., 
11, Payester-st., Brechin, £850. Painting, decorating 
and allied works: *The BOS Co., Ltd., Brechin, £247. 

Gateshead.—Alterations to blocks ‘‘ Ashwood ”’ 
and ‘‘ Beechwood’’’ at Fountain View Institution, for 
TC. Architects, Spence & Price, St. Mary’s-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *R. Bowey & Son, Ltd., Back Raby- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £17,430. 

Gateshead.—Erection of 178 houses on the Wreken- 
ton neighbourhood unit: *Myton, Ltd., Hull, £247,538 
(revised tender). 

Greenock.—Corporation’s scheme of 73 houses and 
five shops, the first development of the Central Area 
scheme has been approved by the Department of 
Health for Scotland. Frank Burnet, Boston & Bell 
(F&A), Library-bldgs., Wallace-sq., Greenock. Ex- 
cavation, brick, building and allied works: *James 
Aitkenhead, Anderson & Co., Ltd., 5, South-st., 
Greenock, £59,720. Joinery, carpentry and allied 
works: *Ian MacCallum (Builders), Ltd., Townhead, 
Lochgilphead, Argyllshire, £27,284. Metal windows 
and casements and allied works: *Metal Casements, 
Ltd., Glasgow, £2,103. Glazing and allied works: 
*James Thow, Ltd., George-st., Ayr, £813. Plumbing, 
sanitary engineering, gasfitting and allied works: 
*Robert Rome & Sons. Ltd., Glasgow, £12,617. 
Asphalt roofing and allied works: *Pirie & Co. (Pais- 
ley), Ltd., Paisley, Renfrewshire, £154. Plaster, lath- 
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ing, cement and allied works: *Alexander McG. Mur- 
ray & Son, Ltd., Globe Plaster Works, Laird-st., 
Greenock, £8,804. Electrical fittings installation, engi- 
neering and allied works: *James Scott & Co. (Elec- 
trical Engineers), Ltd., Glasgow, £3,619. Fireplace 
slabs, hearths and allied works: *Donald Diack, 
Jamaica Sanitary Engineering Works, Greenock, £679. 
Roof tiling, roughcasting and allied works: *A. C. 
Whyte & Co., Ltd., Whiteshaw, Contracting Works, 
Carmyle, £4,342. Painting, decorating and allied 
works: W. & P. MacKie, Ltd., Port Glasgow, £2,604. 
Greenwich.—Erection of six flats and two maisonettes 
in Woolwich-rd. and four flats in Tusker-st., for BC:— 
Barnard (Bromley), Ltd. ee . £29,131 
J. Crisp & Sons .. oF ad ae ‘ea 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd. .. na .. 24,496 


William Harbrow, Ltd... or 24,203 
A. J. Davies (Builders), Ltd. .. 24,092 
HMB (Construction), Ltd. .. ne «> se 
Brice & Partners ey me Pr .. 23,470 
Cawood Wharton & Co., Ltd... ae «. ane 
Walter Gladding & Co., Ltd. .. a .. 23,398 
Greenaway & Son, Ltd. ¥ aa «oe Shae 
Jones & Feasey, Ltd. .. ae 23,249 
R. J. Holland, Ltd. 21,216 
G. H. Wright, Ltd. 20,870 


Halesowen.—Further six houses at Hasbury Farm 
estate: *F. Tyldesley & Sons, Ltd., £8,269. 

Hampstead.—Erection of 54 flats and maisonettes 
and eight houses, comprising Part II of the Broad- 
hurst-gdns. housing scheme, for BC: tWilliam Moss & 
Sons, Ltd., Queen’s-rd., Loughborough, £116,713. 

Holsworthy (Devon).—Erection of the first stage of 
a hall for the Holsworthy Memorial Hall Com.: *J. E, 
Stacey. 

Lambeth.—Erection of 301 flats on the Hartington- 
rd. site No. 2 for BC:— 


Trollope & Colls, Ltd., WC2 .. £674,378 
Harry Neal, Ltd., W1.. << . 673,613 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., NI7_.. 659,144 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., SW1.. 658,448 
Gilbert-Ash, Ltd., W1.. - ; . 650,020 
William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Cricklewood, 
NW2... ae ae wa =a .. 645,543 
tRice & Son, Ltd., 15, Stockwell-rd., SW9.. 644,836 


LCC.—Erection of Sedgehill Comprehensive High 
School for CC: *Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., 109, Station- 
rd., Sidcup, Kent, £505,771. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by the 
Eastern Region of British Railways:—Supply and de- 
livery of two three-ton steam travelling cranes for 


“motive power dept.: *Thomas Smith & Sons (Rodley), 


Ltd., Rodley, Leeds. Renewal and extension of river 
walling and protective work at underbridges over River 
Rother, between Beighton and Killamarsh: *Weller- 
man Bros., Ltd., Dun-st., Sheffield 3. 

London (British Railways).—Contract placed by the 
Eastern Region of British Railways: Reconstruction of 
the portion of the Underline Bridge over Walk’s 
Rivulet under King’s Lynn passenger station, *The 
Dredging and Construction Co., Ltd., 9, New Conduit- 
st.. King’s Lynn, Norfolk. 

{London (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW during 
week ended February 13:— 

London: Safety, Health and Welfare Museum, 
Aorseferry-rd., SW1, redecoration of the ground and 
first floors, F. Troy & Co., Ltd., 131, Great Suffolk- 
st., London, SE1; 91, Victoria-st., London, SWI; 
erection of motor room, Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., 225, 
Streatham High-rd., London, SW16. Durham: TRO, 
Sidecliffe-rd., Roker, Sunderland, adaptations, T. E. 
Graham & Son, Paul’s-rd., Tatham-st., Sunderland. 
Flintshire: Ministry of Health, No. 4 Polish Hospital, 
Iscoyd Park, Flintshire, internal redecoration, W. J. 


Brooker, Ltd., Eastwood-ave., Ellesmere Port, 
Cheshire. Kent: Richborough Harbour, renewing 
corrugated steel sheeting, etc., to storage sheds, 


Houghton (Thanet), Ltd., 53, Albert-st., Ramsgate. 

Norfolk: Norwich North, erection of telephone ex- 
change, Bush Builders (Norwich), Ltd., Mile Cross-la., 
Norwich. Northumberland: Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, VI Centre, Whitley-rd., Longbenton, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, alterations and additions, Ralph 
Bowey & Son, Ltd., 34, Great North-rd., Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. Yorkshire: Ministry of Transport, Mer- 
cantile Marine Office, Victoria and Albert-chbrs., 
Posterngate, Hull, adaptations, R. Finch, Sons & Co., 
Ltd., 1539, Hedon-rd., Marfleet, Hull; Ministry of 
Food, Cold Store, Eason View, Dringhouses, asphalt 
roofing and tanking, Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalt 
Co.. Ltd., Common-la., East Ardsley, nr. Wakefield. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended February 13:— 

West Lothian: Electrical installation, Wm. Allan 
Smith & Co., Ltd., Edinburgh. Lanarkshire: Civil 
engineering, James Young (Contractors), Ltd., Glas- 
gow. Leicestershire: Road work, Bradshaw Bros. 
(Contractors), Ltd., Leicester. Yorkshire: Painting 
and decorating, A. Hector Grabham, Ltd., Sunder- 
land. Kent: Roofing alterations and repairs, William 
Dunk, Ltd., Folkestone. Essex: Building, E. A. 
Coryn & Son, Hornchurch. Kent: Road work, John- 
son Bros. (Aylesford), Ltd., Tonbridge. Norfolk: 
Building, R. G. Carter, Ltd., Cromer. 

Cheshire :. Building work, Wm. Vernon & Son, Ltd., 
Chester; Building, W. H. Roberts (Builder and Con- 
tractor). Ltd., Birkenhead. Lanarkshire: Building 
work, The Scottish Tarmacadam & Asphalte Co., 
Ltd., Glasgow. Dumbartonshire: Painting, Wm. 
McKerracher, Glasgow. Perthshire, Stirlingshire and 
Fifeshire: Painting, M. . Baxter, Ltd., Kilsyth. 
Dorsetshire: Building, Hawkins Bros. (Contractors), 
Ltd., Bournemouth. Wiltshire: Building, A. J. Dun- 
ning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill. Hampshire: 
Building, William A. Fussell, Southamtpon; Painting, 
F. Labbett & Sons, Nottingham. ‘ 

Margate.—Erection of 18 flats on the Crow Hill-rd. 
estate, for TC: *John Moody, Ramsgate, £24,400 (sub- 
ject to MH&LG approval). 
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Newark.—80 houses for TC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., 


Ltd., London. 
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Prudhoe-st., for 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Showrooms, 
c. Architects, 


S. Buist, Ltd., motor engineers. 


Cackett, Burns’ Dick’ & MacKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Stanley Miller, Ltd., North-st., 
Newcastle. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of shops and offices at 
corner of Vine-la. and Northumberland-st.: *Cussins 
(Contractors), Ltd., The Drive, Gosforth. 

North Riding.—Erection of jun. sch. at Thornaby- 
on-Tees, for EC, Architect, H. Lidbetter, 3, Verulam- 
bldgs., London, WCl. Quantity Surveyors, John 
Leaning & Son, Bedford-row, London, WC1: *J. W. 
Henderson & Co. (Stockton), Ltd., Church- td., Stock- 
ton, £45,887. 


St. Ives.—Work on the Digey (No. 3) housing 


* scheme, for BC. Architects, Cowell, Dewitt & Wheat- 


ley, FFRIBA, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Penzance: *Mr. 
Wm. Thomas, 1, Bowling-green, St. Ives, £9,132 (sub- 
ject to MOH&LG approval). 

St. Ives.—Penbeagle housing estate roads and sewers 
—No. 4 section. Architects, Cowell, Dewitt & Wheat- 
ley, FFRIBA, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Penzance:— 


Constructing — (Western), Lad., 
Helston . ae .. £21,936 
A. E. Farr, “Ltd., “Westbury, Wilts ae . 18,640 
Dennis & Sons, Ltd., Penzance os 15,532 
Northcotts of Exeter, Ltd., Exeter .. 14,946 
Carkeek & Sons, Ltd., Redruth 14,405 


*G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., 25, Boscawen-st., 
Truro. 12,349 
(Subject to MOH&LG approval.) 

St. Marylebone.—Erection of 28 flats in Block 7 at 
Townshend estate, for BC: tMessrs. Perrys (Ealing), 
Ltd., £64,347. 

Sheffield.—Erection of 144 dwellings at Greenhill: 
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tw. Redmile & Sons, Ltd., 155, Dobcroft-rq,, 
Sheffield, £166,125; 14 houses in Sicey-ave.: re 
Simpson, 55, Bradway- -rd., Sheffield, £18,953. 

Shoreditch.—Works for BC.—Erection of oue block 
of flats and maisonettes and three houses on the 
Queensbridge-rd./Livermere-rd. area and one ~ at 
flats and maisonettes on the Albion-drive 
tWalter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., £70,566. Erection a of 
three blocks of maisonettes on the Wind sor-ter,/ 
Wellesley-ter. area: tH. Richardson & som Ltd. 
£79,378. Erection of blocks 5 and 6 on the Gefirye 
estate: {Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., £115,2 

South Shields.—Factory additions, Bede ‘Trading 
estate, for Crushing, Screen & Engineering, Lid. Archi. 
tects, Cackett, Burns Dick & MacKellar, 21, Ellison. 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *David Glen, Ltd., Albert. 
rd., Jarrow-on-Tyne. 

South Westmorland.—81 houses, roads and sewers at 
Haverflatts-la. site, for RDC: *Norman Jackson, Gate. 
beck, near Kendal, £120,594. 

Sunderland.—Erection of 78 three-storey flats and 
32 houses on the Grindon Village estate, for TC, 
H. C. Bishop, Boro‘ A, Grange House, Stockton-rd,, 
Sunderland: *John Laing & Sons, London, NW7, 
£148,486. 

Sunderland. —Proposed sports pavilion at ‘ The 
Nook,”’ for TC. Boro’ A, H. Bishop, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *Randle & Co,, 
Back Dunelm, Sunderland, £5,000. 

Tettenhall (Staffs).—Erection of shops and maison. 
ettes at School-rd., for UDC: *Blackham & Bond, 
Kingswood, Albrighton, nr. Wolverhampton, £11,699: 

Wallsend.—Erection of fitting shop in Stephenson. 
st., for Cookson’s Lead and Antimony Co., Ltd. 
*Wilsons (Engineers, Newcastle), Ltd., Dean-st., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Warrington.—Erection of a new high sch. for girls 
at Loushers-la., for EC: *Geo. Moss & Sons, Ltd., 
Pennington-rd. ‘Sawmills, Leigh, Lancs. 

Wednesbury.—40 bungalows at Millfields estate, for 
TC: *T. Teisen, Old Meeting-rd., Coseley, Tipton. 

Whitehaven.—Erection of a new fire stn. and 10 
firemen’s houses at Richmond Hill, Hensingham, for 
Cumberland CC: *Thos. Armstrong, Ltd., South-st., 
Cockermouth, £26,070. 

Worsley.—New canteen and administrative block, for 
British Oxygen Co., Ltd.: *Higgs & Hill, Ltd., London, 

Yeovil (Somerset).—Work for RDC:—Erection of 
10 Unity houses on the Mowleaze estate at Barwick: 
*R. Shillabeer & Sons, £12,212. Erection of 10 dwell- 
ings and site works on the new estate at Puddletown, 
Haselbury Plucknett: *Biss & Moyle, £13,638. Erection 
of 12 Unity houses on the Great Orchard estate, 
Ilchester: *F. R. Bartlett, Ltd., £15,843. Building of 
two Unity houses on the Stapleton estate, Martock: 
*Bartlett, Ltd., £2,616. Erection of 12 Unity houses 
on Thurlocks estate, Tintinhull: *R. Shillabeer & Sons, 
£12,506. Erection of four Unity bungalows on the 
— estate, West Chinnock: *Biss & Moyle, 








THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°L" 


SALES,HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TELZ LOUGHTON 5022 . 








aM NEGUs fr 


‘Building Contractors 


Sioton Works, 
Bis tenes St 


- Telephone:— 
Waterloo 5474 
(3 lines) 








E.C.1 














GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office: 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works: 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5651-4 





— 








TE 


ARCHIT 


JHE BUI! 
LONDON, 


VOL. CLX 


THE TH. 
be build 


THE MA 
Bill, 19 
THE SU. 
Monope 
AN IND. 
which t 
was give 
on Mar 


A REPO. 
in Lona 


1 
TH ° G 


of “ihe 
visions 0! 
basis of tl 
value in 
end, ther 
pensation 
obtained 
the comfy 
to the val 
compens: 
sum of { 
1953, to 
establish 
It has 
worked v 
1952, the 
drastic al 
(i) T 
(11) ne 
(iii) st 
plannit 
or seve 
(iv) | 
setting 
ment V 
not ext 
pulsory 
plus th 
Effect 
Town an 
with poi 
~* The To 
summarise d 


